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HOUSTON'S TEXAS COMMERCE TOWER AND THE COMPLETE STORY ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF



NEW QUOTATIONS S
we'll jump everything we can get our E}(&? on!

We all

put on our parachutes--onc leg strap at a time.

One of the
One of the

things that makes for life is differences;
things that makes for death is sameness.

What the catepillar calls the end of the world
the master calls a butterfly. (Bach)

"I wouldn't classify myself as a fatalist or anything like
that. I just think that when 1 am engaged in one of these
things I'm in no danger at all. It may be a question

of faith, a belief that I wasn't brought here to meet with
some untimely occurrence. I've wondered often why I feel
the way I do about these things, but I really don't have

a concern. It's more a question of being prepared to

meet situations as they come up. I think a person creates
his own faith somehow in order to respond to a situation,
to look for something bigger and better to do.

[ think we have obviously accepted a challenge to under-
take this task of going to the moon. I think the challenge
would have been there anyway, and there is no doubt in
my mind that whether the target date had been the 1960's
or later, we would have gone about this particular task
sooner or later, just because it is a challenge. As man

: ! MPS¥
develops the tools and the capabilities to extend his BASE AWARD (JumMPS}:
reach further and further, there is no doubt we shall
feel compclled to go as far as we are capable of going." BASE #1 Phil Smith 4?2 TX

--Buzz Aldrin "FIRST ON THE MOON" BASE #2 Phil Mayfield 32 TX

Agassiz, the celebrated naturalist and author, has wisely BASE  #3 Jeaq gocn;:: ;2 EQ
said: “Every great scientific truth goes through three BASE xd i?; Poiiéﬁ lﬁ CA
states. First, people say it conflicts with the Bible,. BASE ”2 gl ¢ gamos 13 CA
Next, they say it has been discovered before. Lastly, gﬁgg ppe Diﬂgzne Bruette 8 LA
they say they have always believed it." BASE #8 Bradley Smith 29 CA
"There was «a time when 'real adventure' was open to many. BASE #9 Andy Smith 32 TX
But unknowns, dangers, and risks--with the stakes being BASE #10 Dennis Murphy 14 CA
your own life--have all but disappeared with modern tech- BASE #11 Peter Hart 12 CA
nology. HModern mankind has found himself adrift in a BASE #12 Frank Donnellan 6 ENG
gsociety that protects its members from any risks--and BASE #13 Jim Tyler 9 CA
therefore, any adventures--in their normal day-to-day BASE #14 Andy Guest 6 ENG
lives. So, he has found the only answer is to create BASE #15 Satellite 8 Uus
adventure in the form of high-risk sports.” BASE #16 Ken Masters 8§ CA
--paraphrased from RicX Ridgeway's THE BOLDEST DREAM BASE #17 Matt McCarter 8 CA

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS! $10 per set, postage prepaid any- and letters. Please continue to

where in the world.
with the mailing of issue #6, you

should have received all of the
first 6 issues of BASE Magazine.
Back issues for thc calendar year
1981 (issues 1-6 totalling 92

38 per year.
pages) will remain available for

Calendar
year 1982 is currently scheduled
to be published quarterly (four
issues per year) and, if you wish,
you may subscribe for 1982 for

We thank you very
much for your support, interest,

throughout the world.

send in any comments, opinions,
cexperiences, and newspaper clip-
pings pertaining to BASE jumping
Pleasce
remember that BASE jumping is o
science of attention to detail!
Have a fun and safec skydive!

--lid.

DISCILAIMER: Even though the USBA, BASE Magazine and/or
Carl Boenish, hereinafter referred to as "the cause,"
may appear to be exuberant and unlimited in ite concepts
of BASE jumping--man jumping off of fized objects--
throughout the world, nevertheless, it must aluays

be presupposed that the cause does not advocate,
recommend or endorse anyone breaking the law to
accomplish these jumps. The cause ts interested in
reporting all news about BASE jumping--whether con-
troversial or not, in as free and unlimited a form as
possible, but in a manner which strives to benefit

all men, and to injure no man or entity, Furthermore,
any ideas or concepts gleaned from the cause, expressed
or implied, whether correct or incorrect, should not

be performed by any reader or others, except at his

oun risk and sole responsibility. Other than this,

"the ground is the limit!"

NEW VIDEO CASSETTE AVAIIABLE - A VIS or Beta video
cassette is now available on BASE jumping. It is

a whole one-hour program filmed by Carl Boenish in
episodes covering jumps from cliffs, spans, antennas,
and buildings. If you like BASE jumping, you won't
be disappointed. Purchase price is $79.95 plus $5.00
handling and shipping. The purchaser promises USBA
to use this cassctte(s) for his private, non-commercial
uses only, and not to copy, alter, edit or duplicite
this cassette(s), nor allow others to do so, and
agrees to pay USBA $2,500 as liquidated damages plus
reasonable attorney fees plus all lost profits result-
ing from unauthorized commercial exploitation f{or
cach violation of this promise. The foregoing is
hereby agreed to by:

on: (date).  Send this agreement plus cash,
check or money order with your signed agreement to
USBA hcadquarters. Please specify VHS or Beta. This
cassette(s) is an ideal gift. It also serves as a
lucid visual aid in promoting authorized BASE jumps
from prospective BASE-site governing bodies.
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TO BENEFIT ALL

MEN . . . TO

HARM

N O MAN . . .

The United States BASE Association is
founded for and dedicated to the safety,
advancement, and positive public image
of BASE jumpers and BASE jumping
throughout the world. Webster defines
"association’ as ‘‘a body of persons or-
ganized for some common purpose.’” The
acronymn BASE is derived from the
words: BUILDING, ANTENNA TOWER (any
tower or stack), SPAN (any bridge, arch,
cable or dome), and EARTH (any cliff or
natural formation). Every person who
makes at least one jump from each
category is awarded an officially recorded
BASE number. Each jump must involve
using a parachute as a life-saving device
which cannot be inflated prior to the
jump. The USBA publishes a list of all
known ‘'jumped” and ‘“jumpable’ BASE
sites. BASE Magazine strives to dissemi-
nate information, technology, experiences,
and opinions about BASE jumping ‘‘to
benefit all men, to harm no man.” Mem-

bership into the United States BASE
Association is extended to anyone inter-
ested in the concept of man jumping off
of fixed objects, an esoteric aspect of
man’'s age-old dream of self-flight. BASE
jumping is recognized as a sport, not a
stunt. Understanding the motivation be-
hind BASE jumping is perhaps only
reached through the gradual osmosis of
knowledge that "'man’s birthright is free-
dom and dominion over all the earth.”
BASE jumping is but -one of countless
facets of life which help inspire all of us
to find, understand, and demonstrate this
birthright. For these reasons, '‘everybody
envies our ecstasy, but only those who
dare, can share it.”

QUOTATIONS...
TO INSPIREUS BY . ..

llappy arc thosc who drcam dreams,
and arc willing to pay the price to
see them come true.

I DO NOT CIHOOSE TO B A COM-
MON MAN. It is my right to be
uncommon . . . if 1 can. 1 seek op-
portunity . . . not sccurity. 1 do not
wish to be a kept citizen, humbled and
dulled by having the state look after
me. 1 want to take the calculated risk;
to dream and to build, to fail and to
succeed. 1 refuse to barter incentive
for a dole. I prefer the challenges of
life to the guaranteced existence; the
thrill of fulfillment to the state of calm
utopia. I will not trade freedom for
bencficence nor my dignity for a
handout. 1 will never cower before
any master nor bend to any threat.
It is my heritage to stand erect, proud
and unafraid; to think and act for my-
self; enjoy the henefits of my creations
and to face the world boldly and say,
this I have done. All this isy what it
means to he an American.

The man who knows “how” will al-
ways have a job; the man who knows
“why” will be his boss.

The highest mountain peak reccives
the light first, followed ceentually by
ceen the entire valley at noonday.
The man who puts aside perfection for
the sake of travel, get nowhere slowly;
but the man who puts aside tracel for
the sake of perfection, gets angwhere
instantly.

Results necd no cxcuses.

What you identify with, and respond
to, you cxperience.

In the scrvice of good, gicing necer
impoverishes and withholding never
enriches,

Anyone can tell you how many sceds
an apple has, but who can tell you
how many apples a sced has?

There is nothing cither good or had,
but thinking makes it so.~Shakespeare.
Onc man’s floor is another man's
ceiling,

BASE TM Magazine is published as the nced arises, but no less than six issues per year., Subscription rate is $8.00 for any consecutive
six issue period. For foreign air mail postage, please add $8.00. Please mcke all checks or money orders poyable to “"BASE”, 12619 South
Manor Dr,, Hawthorne, CA 90250 USA, Phone {213) 678-0163. The acronymn BASE TM, BASE TM MAGAZINE, BASE TM AWARD, YOSEMITE
CLIFF JUMPER—EL CAPITAN AWARD, are trademarked, copyrighted, and/or owned exclusively by Carl R, Boenish, 1980, all rights reserved.
The entire contents of BASE TM Magazine is copyrighted, 1981, by Carl R, 8oenish, all rights reserved. BASE TM Magazine is edited by Carl
R. Boenish and is the unofficial publication of the United States BASE Association. Articles, fetters and photos are welcamed from the
readership, but cannot be returned without a stamped, self-addressed envelope enclosed.




LETTERS

Dear Carl,

This is just a note to say thanks
for the complimentary copy of BASE
Magazine which I received in the
post this morning.

Although I do not intend to take
my '"BASE" experiences further than
cliff diving in the near future,

I would like to thank you, not only

for helping to make the E1 Cap dives

a realistic possibility and unforgetta-
ble experience for so many skydivers,
but also for the sheer energy and
creativity that has brought so many
people across the world your superb
photography, and has pushed forward
the boundaries of our sport. Take
care.

With all respect, yours,

Frank C.T. Smith EC-227
Birmingham, ENGLAND

Hello Carl and Jean,

Received my copy of BASE Magazine
two days ago, devoured it, felt in-
spired and wrote this poem about
my first BASE jump. Hope you like
it.

I'm looking forward to the list
of jumped objects (and whatever else)
in the next issue of BASE.... Blue
skies and more freedom for mankind.

Larry Wolfe
Ontario, CA

Thanks for your beautiful poem which
is printed herein, Larry. A summary
of all objects jumped to date will
appear in a future issue of BASE
Magazine--1t's twurming out to be

a more formidable job than at first
anticipated. Fly high and keep up
the good work! --Ed.

Carl,

I picked up a copy of the L.A.
Times of you guys going off of Crocker
Bank building. Unbelievably Great!!

Your friend, Jim Wallace

Telluride, CO
Thanks, Jim! Butilding jumping cer-
tainly isn't for everybody. In fact,
until we find the proper building--
complete with the proper authoriza-
tion, insurance, etc., we are not
trying to popularize building jump-
ing. After three months of quiet
building jumping, we were 'forced
to go public" when the activity was
detected and "officially discouraged.”
Our strategy in publicizing the jumps
at Crocker Center was to inform and
educate the general public that such
activities were possible and could
be conducted safely, but also to meet
with the building management and pre-
sent various public relation propos-
als. So far, we haven't been able to
meet with the owners. We hope to

4

find one or more buildings in the
US where we can add the "finishing
toucheg" to their '"topping out"
ceremonies. If there are any PR
firms who can help us out, please
let us know. ~-~Ed.

Carl, Jean,

Your latest issue of BASE Magazine
had a reproduction of Michael Pelkey's
El Cap No. 1 Certificate. I have
never read anything more than a few
sketchy words on his and another
friend's memorable first jump there.
How about a complete article on the
very first two to do it? The pre-
paration, fears, doubts, anxieties,
the hike, jump, afterwards, etc.

Jim Neumann
Dallas, TX

We plan to do just that, Jim, Jjust
as soon as we can locate him! Thanks
for your ideas. --Ed.

Carl,

Your BASE jumping magazine gave
me a new insight to fixed-object
jumping. It's changed my views on
it. Thanks. Toby Tollefsen

Kearney, NE

It's nice to know one's striving
meets a need. Thanks for the
encouragement. --Ed.

BASE,

I knew, after my first fixed-
object jump, that it would not
be my last. I hope your magazine
will expand my new horizon.

Skydive! Jason Huminsky
Lafayette, IN
We'll try. --Ed.

Dear Mr., Boemish,

Enclosed is my check for a sub-
scription to your BASE newsletter.
I would like to start my subscrip-
tion with your first issue, if
possible.

I am planning a ‘trip to Yosemite.
I would very much appreciate some
advice as to how to make a safe
and undetected E1 Cap jump. I am
also interested in the legal penal-
ties if T should run afoul of the
law.

Thank you for your time.

Paul Cochran
Ft. Wayne, IN

Thanks, Paul, for your letter. Let's
hope that the swmmer of 1982 brings
plenty of El Cap jumps totally above-
board. We are constantly striving

to work hand-in-hand with the Park
Service for an amicable relationship
regarding the cliff jumping activity.
They are, however, pretty adamant
that jumping off of El Capitan from

February 1 through July 31 is a poss-
ible endangerment.to the peregrin
faleon which carries a penalty of

up to one year imprisonment and up

to $10,000 fine. Therefore, it might
be especially wise to avoid those
dates or find another site.

Stay in touch!

Dear USBA, “

I really enjoyed my first issuec
(#5); hope you keep up the good work.
I'm enclosing a check for the VHS
cassette on BASE jumping. By the
way, I'll be looking for some help
this summer because I'd really like
to jump El1 Cap one way or amother.
Thanks. Tom Bienvenu

La Rlace, LA

I'd certainly like to jump El Capitan
this swmmer, too, Tom. We'll see
what we can put together.  --Ed.

--Fd.

Editor--

I would greatly appreciate it if
you could send me a copy of your USBA
published 1ist of all known BASE
sites which you advertise. I am in
the process of planning a 4 week trek
across the country with the sole pur-
pose of making BASE jumps and jumping
at a variety of different DZ's. Any
info you can give to aid me in this
endeavor would be much appreciated.
Thanks. Bruce Hunt

Tampa, FL

Dear Bruce,

I'd like to help you a lot more
than I am abla to! First of all,
the "list" is under compilation but
s not forthcoming. Second of all,
BASE jumps are not all that easy to
come by. Unfortunately, sometimes
an entire month is spent in the
preparation of a single jump! It's
taken me three years just Lo make
25 jumps! I don't know what to tell
you except to be patient and have
some initiative--but do everything
in gmall steps. Best of luck!

--Ed.

To BASE Magazine and its readers:
First of all, I don't want to sound
like all I'm doing is complaining, but
this is the way I feel, and believe
many others stand behind me.
I don't like the lay-out of your
magazine. It seems to relate only
to about 10-15 different people
throughout, other than your ''letters"
column. The magazine is supposed
to be about BASE jumps, so why not
tell of where and how to do such
jumps. In that way, many others
may enjoy them and do them safely.
You should tell of what type of
canopies/container systems are most-
ly used or best to use. As far as



LETTERS

Cap jumping, there's about as
y pro's and con's as of why it is
' illegal. Remember, it was legal
one time. I feel as though jump-
, made it illegal again, not the
k Service. They set a few simple
es to follow, and we were simply
obey. Maybe if people would send
ters to the Park Service saying
t they were sorry for their ac-
ns and would like another chance
doing it right with their rules,
tead of writing letters saying
 wrong the Park Service is at
ir decisions, maybe we might get
iewhere. 1 know I would sure like
make the jump. I was unable to
the first legal season, but was
ing for the next, since I have
come all the way from New York
te. During our summer months
iade a couple BASE jumps from
ridge and a TV tower and would
e to complete my BASE jumps with
uilding and an earth-type jump,
- if the rest of the BASE-type
ipers keep on doing things the
 they are 1 guess I can kiss
t good-bye also.
So you first fifteen BASE people--
ase help the rest of the seekers
achieve it, also, just as I have
ped some of my fellow jumpers to
p from airplanes). There's a lot
"how to do' needed and only the
erienced people are capable of
wing or telling (the rest what
right way is).
I'm not trying to tell you how to
te your magazine but please be
2 informative about '‘how to do"
not so much on what a rush it is
h the cops when you are arrested
doing a BASE jump. Skydivers
a sour taste to the general
lic because they don't understand
feelings but we keep fighting
e by adding wood. Let's give in to
m some and make them think that
y are boss, play by some of their
es and maybe we can be given some
aks to try what we would like to

Let's get BASE jumping off to a

d start. Let's hope this letter
be used as one of many to bring
strong feelings which should have
cthing to do about its future.

o, I have been jumping for 11

rs and have 2300 jumps to back

opinions. Thank you.
Richard Cordaro
Pavilion, N.Y.
» Richard,

hank you for your very sincere
:er which no doubt came "from the
it

If you feel frustrated, please
don't feel alone! I don't know one
BASE jwmper who doesn't feel frus-
trated much of the time regarding
the unavailability of sites! It's
taken me personally three years to
make only 25 BASE jumps! But they
unquestionably have been the most
exciting and rewarding ones I've
ever made!

Until the USBA can find the proper
buildings and antemnae with the pro-
per authorization, insurance, etc.,
it 18 not trying to popularize these
types of jwmps. But it doesn't want
to bury ite head, either. If certain
individuals pioneer these objects,
then that's their business and their
feats become mankind's history which
i8 worthy of broadecasting. A good
example in point ig Phil and Andy
Smith's successful BASE jumps from
the 200-foot ceiling of the Houston
Astrodome before crowds of 50,000
paying spectators! What a giant
step forward for BASE jumping. But
those two days of jumping took two
months of preparation!

I really don't know what to tell
you about El Capitan, either. I've
been working on the problem for four
years, now, and atill haven't com-
pletely solved the problem yet!

I know that it 18 my legitimate
right to jump El Capitarn and I hope
never to give up to exercise that
right. I hope others discover their
rights and choose to exercise them,
too! If you want to jwmp El Capitan,
and feel you can’t, start writing
letters to your Congressmen, the
Department of the Interior, etc.
Don't just complain to me.

If I felt that BASE jumping per-
tained just to 15 people, I would be
very disappointed and disillugioned.
But I see where you are coming from,
too. We need your help! In three
years, we've made over 500 jumps from
El Capitan. I hope in the next §
years we 'll have over §,000 jumps
from that site.

No ome would consider making his
first arrplane jump without having
an ingtructor who has jumped himself
before, would he? Well, similarly,
anyone planning his first BASE jump
would be very very wise to have
someone along who has jumped that
very same object first. Experience
18 manifested in subtle ways! BASE
Jumping 18 a science of "attention
to detail." It's just not possible
to put every possible contingency for
every possible situation in a book!
It is the overall philosophy which
rust be mastered by every individual!
That comes with practice and experi-

ence and patience!

BASE jwmping is here to stay
18 not going to go anywhere. Ar
can make it his own if he choses
do soc! Keep the faith. --E¢

EDITORIAL

CLEARING THE AIR

Recently various corresponden
and news articles have referred-!
the BASE Association as pushing,
promoting, encouraging, and advoc
ing that BASE jumps be made. Whi
the Association supports the deve
opment and dissemination of know-
ledge and safety about all forms
of BASE jumping, it is equally ir
terested in the public acceptance
of the same. Perhaps the followi
should help clarify the confusior

BASE magazine and the United
States BASE Association--at the
present time a mythical collectio
or association of like-minded pec
who are "interested in the concep
of man jumping off of fixed objec
an esoteric aspect of man's age-
dream of self-flight'"--is really
nothing more than a rap session h
in the proverbial Zvory tower. 1
is a mixture of history, opinions
and dreams. It is meant to inspi
illuminate, and guide, but not to
advocate!

Only humans advocate. Nature
does not! Nature does not care i
humans jump off Her cliffs or not
Nature also does not care if huma
build skyscrapers, let alone whet
they jump off of them!

Nature is infinitely just, pur
uncompromising, and truthful.
Nature has the final word and no-
body, but nobody, argues with Her
If humans break but one of Her la
that is the last law they will 1i;
to break! ’

But on the other hand, humans
have myriads of laws governing otl
humans. Some of these laws are
white, some black, some grey, some
good, some bad, some vital, some
unnecessary, some just, some hypo-
critical, and so on. If a human
breaks a human law, he must deal
with other humans.

In a fashion striving to emula:
Nature, the concept of BASE jumpii
strives not to advocate. The con
cept does not care if it has a
following of one, or ten, or a th
sand, or a million. BASE jumping
compared to other sports, is one
of the most unforgiving--yet one
the most exhilarating and satisfy:

l



sports known to mankind. It should
seck out its own level, and no more,
whatever level that is. BASE jump-
ing is certainly not meant for
cveryone!

Unique from all other sports'’
associations, the BASE Association
does not advocate nor encourage
people at  large to make BASE jumps.
But for the few peonle who eventual-
ly gravitate towards wanting to,
regardless of the source of attrac-
tion, 1t is hoped that the USBA can
only help promote health and safety
through its dissemination of know-
tedge. (Remember, the USBA and BASE
Magazine were furced into existence
because no established or recognized
source would give it more than pass-
ing notice!)

The USBA and BASE Magazine do not
advocate breaking any local, city,
state or federal laws of any country.
But it does advocatec that every
human being, in his daily duties,
constantly strive to more fully
understand his God-given, inalien-
able rights to freedom and dominion
over all the earth. If ever this
one, simple, all-pervading guideline
is broken, somewhere along the line,
some human law must be ferreted out
and changed. It is possible to BASE
jump with the full, total support
of all mankind,.

L1 Capitan, figuratively speaking,
is the Mother of all modern BASE
jumping. El Capitan has taught us
more about sub-terminal delays from
fixed objects than all other sites

WARNING: BASE JUMPING MAY BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR HEALTH:

"--But let him not vow to walk in the dark, who has not seen

We live in an age of omnipresent
qarnings. Countless times nearly
every day we are cautioned:

DANGER

HIGH VOLTAGE

BEWARD OF DOG

SLIPPERY WHEN WET

SWIM AT YOUR OWN RISK
WEAR HELMET OM TAKE-OFF
FASTEN SEAT BELT

NO SMOKING

ETC.

These admonitions serve as surrogate
mothers for us: '"Now don't go in the
deep end, Johnny'--luiling us into a
- wendence on someone else's judge-

...t rather than our own,

Gone is the need to establish
personal limitations. Common sense
is passe. Big Brother has removed
the need for caution in unfamiliar
situations. Don't worry about it,
right?

Wrong. Possibly DEAD WRONG:

Skydiving is inherently a fright-
ening enough concept that the mere
thought of it acts as a sufficient
deterrant for most who consider
doing it. The aspiring jumper is
also presented with other obstacles
such as where to do it, how to do
it, wio to see for instruction, etc.
If the desire and initiative are
great enough, however, this second
round of roadblocks is easily sur-
mounted. Certain parachute regula-

6

the night fall...." --Elrond to Gimli (J.R.R.Tolkien Trilogy.)

by Phil Mayfield

tions (such as minimum age require-
ments, Basic Safety Regulations,
etc.) provide more checks and coun-
ter checks. Ffinally, if the Instruc-
tor, Jumpmaster, or Pilot are skepti-
cal enough about your readiness, any
of them can forestall your skydiving
career.

Once the novice gets 40 or 50
jumps under his belt, he stands the
greatest chance of becoming a sta-
tistic. He has overcome most or
all of his initial fear and may be
over-confident to the point of being
lax and careless. If he survives
this period, he becomes an "experi-
enced jumper" or possibly even a
SKYGOD! In hang-gliding, the term
ijs called "intermediate syndrome."
The majority of aspiring BASE jumpers
seem to come from this group.

It does, in a sense, seem logical
that once the skygod has gained mas-
tery over aircraft jumps, he must
surely have inherited dominion over
all parachute jumps--including out of
or off of anything: It is this
assumption that constitues the
gravest danger to any BASE jumper--
i.e., the ignorance of the critical
differences between BASE jumping and
skydiving. This lZack of respect has
been the foremost cause of all BASE-
related accidents that have occurred
to date. Most who have this atti-
tude will nevertheless make their
BASE jumps without an accident be-
cause, although these leaps are more
dangerous than most skydives, it

combined, El Capitan has been the
most accessible and safest site yet
found, and possibly will remain so
for a long time. This makes it all

the more important that we kecep El
Capitan--and also Half Dome--open

to those BASE jumpers-who are quali-
fied and so-inclined.

Lastly, the USBA does not know-
ingly endorse or condone foolhardi-
ness or disrespect towards any form
of established law.

Here is to safe, informed, and
legal BASE jumping throughout the
world. Remembering that '"'the
ground's the limit, and the life
you save may be your own,'' go out
and have a fun skydive! -Ed.

still usually takes more than one
mistake to result in an accident.

Unfortunately for those of us
who seek to legitimize the new sport
of BASE jumping, accidents invariably
find their way to the headlines.
This harms both BASE jumping and
skydiving, as the public naturally
Jumps all parachute jumps together

Considering all of this, it is
in the best interests of everybody
related to parachuting, and especial-
1y all prospective BASE jumpers,
to seek education and illumination
of everything involved with making
a BASE jump. The United States
BASE Association does not make it
a policy to try to encourage sky-
divers or anyone else to make BASE
jumps. Its policy does, however,
encourage safety in BASE jumping
as well as to lobby for widespread
acknowledgement of the rights of
those so-inclined to pursue this
sport.

People will continue to injure
or kill themselves in parachuting
sports as well as others despite
the best efforts of safety-conscious
individuals and organizations.

The least we should do to limit the
number of accidents is to provide
a source for information pertaining
to the safety and advisability of
prospective BASE leaps. It is to
that end that the USBA offers its
services.

Please remember to look and lesre
before you LEAP!




THE COMING OF

AGE OF BASE JUMPING

by Max Dereta

M Dereta is a well-known skydiver and free-fall
cographer who recides in Holland. His occupa-
sion 18 in commercial graphics; hence, it ts easy

2o see why he has come up with three incredibly
beautiful patches which grace our hwnanity: namely,
YOSEMITE CLIFF JUMPER--EL CAPITAN NO., BASE JUMPING,
.7 CLIFF-DIVING 1IN NORWAY--TROLLVEGGEN. Max felt
eorpelled to write the following article as a rebuttal
*o a European magazmine article that questioned the
existence of fixed-object jumping as a legitimate
apert.

First of all, why is therc so much noise about
all this BASE jumping? I feel BASE jumping is per-
fectly logical in context to the 'crazy times' in
which we live.

If we will look back to the early days of our
“iport of parachuting, we will sce that we really
aave cvolved from little birds who have just gotten
out of our egg shells into majestic eagles with
fully outstrctched wings!

In the 1950's, our only capability was to fall
{ree--more or less stably--and that was the disci-
pline of the very first World Championships in 1951.
Accuracy was another discipline, and it was measured
in tens of meters,

Tn the 1960's, becausce we learned more things
to do in free-fall, we invented two new disciplines:
the baton pass and style. Simultancously, parachutes
hecame more sophisticated, and accuracy was then
measured in centimemers.

In the 1970's, veritable uphcavals of revolution
ushered in: large jumpsuits, relative work, small
and lightweight piggybacks, square canopies, and
canopy relative work., Accuracy was now measurced
in millimeters and on an clectronic disc! The whole
sport became safer, casier and more popular. More
people started jumping in the 1970's alone than
during the 1950's and 1960's combined. With more
people came more ideas, more innovations, and more--
unfortunately--separation. What used to be one
hig para-family is now divided into groups. The
“elative workers stopped talking to the accuracy

W style freaks because they lost their common
interest that they once had had. That most likely
explains why we now have two completely different
and separate world championships--relative work

on odd-numbered ycars and style and accuracy on
cven-nunbered years. Even morc, in the late 1970's,
a third group has cven appeared: Canopy Relative
Workers' World Championships. Obviously things

have started happening faster and faster, and now
there are so many new things in our sport that it
cven now becomes difficult to follow them all!

[ have been jumping 16 years now, and I can do
fairly well all of the disciplines: baton passing,
style, accuracy, relative work, canopy rclative
work, f{ree-tall photography, and other recognized
disciplines. Now I have recached the level where
[ have started thinking about the possibility of
quitting these para-sports and perhaps looking for
totally new sports to try. Jumping itself recently
has not given me as much kick as it did in the be-
ginning.

Fventually T heard about E1 Capitan and decided
to jump it. [ did! Tt gave me such a kick that
[ decided to remain in the sport and skydive as
much as I could in order to improve my skills in
1t to such a level that [ could be perfectly sclf-
confident for more difficult and dangerous fixed-
object jumps. My next step was Trollveggen in Norway,
and it went really smoothly.

What will be my next step? Another cliff? A
building? An antenna? A bridge? [ don't know.

It is very difficult to say right now, sitting herc
in my warm room in frent of my typewriter. But
what I do know for surc is that I have got to go
there, climb it and then decide whether T will jump
it or walk back to the ground. That is all.

We cannot gencralize much about this sort of
jumping because it is still new and not completely
"discovered.' At the moment there is only a small
group of us who have made BASE jumps (about 600
jumpers in the whole world), but it is growing quickly.
Nobody can stop it anymore! As a matter of fact,
things arc growing towards legalizing it at Aall
levels from all objects. Consider E1 Capitan,
Canyon de Chelly, New River Gorge Bridge, Royal
Gorge Bridge, etc. Nobody at the Trollveggen in
Norway ever tried to stop me or give me a fine for
making a BASE jump there. The guys and girls who
jumped from certain buildings and antennas paid
fines only for trespassing, or not having pcrmission
from the managers, not for jumping from it. Thosc
problems can be solved, too.

Apparently, the public in general has no big
complaints about BASE jumping. The people who do
complain about it is somebody sitting in 'the Or-
ganization" who probably jumps now and then {usually
a person "behind' the times), one who never has
even seen or tried a BASE jump but only reads the
articles in the newspapers about thosc few unfor-
tunate ones who have gotten hurt--usually as a result
of a prior lack of knowledge to muke the Jump safely.
Only becausc of all of this, he says: 'We must put
an cnd to all these stunts!" This is the casiest
thing for him to say and do BECAUSE he has no know-
ledge nor experience in this 'mew kind” of jumping !

l.ife, however, goes on, and there arc more and
more jumpers keen on jumping from antennas, buildings,
bridges and cliffs, and this has to be accepted
as a fact! The "Organization,” actually, must help.
That Ts why it is there, I suppose.  The Organization
should be on hand to give as much information and
advice as possible in order to help jumpers and
tgach them how to do BASE jumping safely and enjoy-
ably.

Carl Boenish in the USA is already doing this.
tle has established the United States BASE Association.
Since BASE jumping has very little to do with the
FAL, the FAI is a bit puzzled with what to do with
this so-called "problem.” I believe that BASE or-
ganizations around the world will take the full
responsibility of these matters in the future.

That is the only logical development that I can
sce.

Before I finish this letter, let me remind you
that we should not forget that we skydivers are,
after all, just human beings. Maybe it sounds like
a joke, but if we look deep down into our minds,
we shall see that the "kick" that we ull have gotten
from all the jumps that we've made through the years
is quite similar to the one we find in "sex'':

IT'S SHORT, BUT INTENSI
[T'S EXHAUSTING, BUT EXCITING
AND, IN TTE IND, IT MAKES US FEEL GoOD
AND SATISFIED,
That is why we all skydive, and have sex.

Yours truly, Max Deretua
LC-139
v- 29



WHY IT IS MY RIGHT TO CLIFF .JUMP

"All legitimate desires

converge Lo one endpoirnt, !

Cliffs are natural objects,
ultimately not owned by anyone and
available to all. Cliff jumping
is a legitimate activity since 1t is
beneficial to the participant, is
not harmful to anyone or anything,
leaves no traces, and does not
conflict with other interests or
activities. The public's acceptance
and support of cliff jumping is an
excellent indicator of the sport's
validity. In cssence, it is the
public's vote that counts, and cliff
jumping wins hands down.

In Yosemite, people flock to see
cliff jumpers just as much as rock
climbers, and when it is all over,
they ask when there will be more.
The attitude of every observer is
always positive and supportive, and
their inquiries demonstrate genuine
interest and curiosity--certainly
not condemnation. The Park Service
can use this simple measuring device
to test any new activity--like cliff

8

jumping--against the theme of the
park to conclude whether or not the
majority of people will find it
attractive and desirable.

The public grumbles over any
situation it finds unacceptable,
especially if it may be a threat to
them or the park they are trying to
enjoy. Unfortunately, it tends to
be human nature that such grumblings
are often unobtrusive. Because
there are relatively few outright
complaints for change, park officials
must listen very carefully to know
their constituents' neecds and desires.
This is the only way public lands
can be selflessly administered for
the preservation and enjoyment of
everyone, The Park Service alone
cannot make decisions that will be in
the best interests of the public if
it does not know the mind of the
public.

Cliff jumping does not cheapen the
sense of nature's majesty, but
heightens it for both participants
and onlookers. Only an insensitive
administration would arrest ''law-
breaking cliff jumpers committing a
eriminal act''--a description of
dubious accuracy and merit--while the
public looks on wondering, '"What did
they do wrong? I thought it was
great!'" It is up to the Park Service
to seek a more positive pursuit of

their objective to "draw the public
back into a self-reliant experience
with nature.'" The idca is for the
Park Service to help people do what
they want to do, not to tell them
what to do.

The justification for fining and
incarcerating cliff jumpers is in
question. To enforce an ambiguous
law which was legislated prior to the
popularization of cliff jumping only
serves to intimidate jumpers and set
bad precedents of control, for cliff
jumping is meant to be an unrcgulated
activity., [ts pure and individual-
istic nature merits at least as much
deregulation as rock climbing and
hiking. Jumpers do not want to
tacitly waive this right by agreeing
to unnecessary Park controls. Cliff
jumpers already make use of nothing
more than their Wilderness Permits
allow,

So, since cliff jumping is more
ecologically sound than technical
rock climbing, superlatively suited
to a national park's objecctive, and
fully supported by the public, it
certainly deserves at least a
latssez-faire attitude from the Park
Service, if not its full support

Boensh




Bradley Smith is shown on a twilight dive from the Gerald Desmond Bridge at Terminal Island, California ''in the

old days."

the static-lined canopy deployment and 3 for the canopy ride!

chute mounted in a ''grocery bag."
using nylon instead of paper!
unched."

The bridge is only 160 feet above the shipping channel and the entire jump lasts but 6 scconds--3 for
Brad used an unmodified 22-foot hang-glider para-

It was the "hot set-up" until a '"cleaner' container could be sewn together

The former, however, required a ''launch person,' whereas the latter could be ''self-
The world high diving record is 168 feet, 8 feet higher than this bridge jump which ironically necessi-
tated the use of a parachute to make it safe for a non-world-class diver.
filmmaker Mike Jittlov made his very first parachute jump off of this bridge, into water, and at night!

When the rig was completed, world-famous

Two weeks

later he made his first jump from an airplane which he liked, too, but not in the same way.

WHY I BASE JUMP

by Bradley Smith
BASE #8
EC-409

Just over four years ago, I drove
to a private airport in central
Kansas on a Saturday afternoon and
entrusted my life to a complete
stranger who helped me jump from an
airplane. I spent the next three
years and over 700 skydives convinced
that ! had become a part of the most
exciting and personally rewarding
sport that I could experience within
the confines of earth's gravity. I
was wrong.

In August of 1980, John Noak
asked if I would like to jump from
a bridge with him. The very next
day 1 experienced something unique

to my senses. Brian Hinni, John
Noak and I combined our efforts and
knowledge to overcome our fears of
the unknown and jumped from a
structure 876 feet high.

The excitement and personal
reward was intense. When I learncd
to skydive, I gained confidence in
my instructor's ability to guide me
through a safe parachute jump. When
I learned (and am still learning) to
dive from fixed objects, I gained
confidence and pride in my own
ability to guide myself through the
frontiers of a safe BASE jump. Now,
in my dreams, i re-live those breath-
taking launches, the sensation of
acceleration, the rush of windows
passing by! I sense the same enjoy-
ment in other BASE jumpers each week
as we experience new things together,
whether it be their first jump or

their twentieth. It is a feecling of
exploring the capabilities of our
own souls as well as the laws of
nature as they pertain to flight.

The knowledge and friendships
that [ have acquired in the past
ycar of object jumping are so per-
sonally rewarding that 1t makes my
head spin, and we have merely
scratched the surface of this awe-
some sport.

1 still love to jump from air-
planes and fly through the air with
the greatest of case, but minc is
now a ''schizophrenic' existance that
is twice as nice.

;gmlé, Jomih
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A POEM ABOUT MY FIRST BASE JUMP

The view is majestic, the silence is, too.
You feel all alone, but there are a few
Who feel the same need; to stand there on top °
Of some great fixed object, and then to step off.

Your buddy says, 'Move, I just can't wait,"
And you watch him enjoy a thrilling new st

You stand there and watch him as he falls
And think to yourself, "This is finally my da

As his canopy moves out, giving you room,

You're suddenly as nervous as a new bride or groom.
Your mind is still wondering, just what it is like

To take that one step, is it worth the long hike?

You've wanted to do this since you were age twelve.
Now into your mind, so deeply you delve.

Your heart rate increases, your palms start to sweat.
You tell yourself, "Go!' but you're not ready yet.

There's something inside you, you don't know just what
It's growing and swelling and filling you up.

Just like a rocket, before it starts moving,
Its engines are screaming, yet they seem to be los!

The flames and the smoke grow like a great fright,
And then it goes up, up, up out of sight.

As it builds up inside you, it feels not like fright--
It's fantastic excitement now felt at new heights.

Toes over the edge, your eyes on the ground,

You feel nearly ready to try this new round.
And then the excitement, it reaches its peak;

You find yourself moving, to take the big leap.

As soon as you spring out, out into the air,

You find that you're home, you belong right out the
You look at the object, you're hurtling nast,

And decide this is better than starting out fast.

In those first seconds there's silence--no sound,

As your body it plummets, straight down toward the
The wind is now growing, the object still near,

As you start to fly, and there is no fear.

As you track away, from where you just came,

You know you have found it, this is your game.
Let go the pilot chute, your canopy unfolds

Just as expected, an old friend you know.

As you float to Earth, preparing to land,

You're already working on your next BASE jump plans
As you touch down, you don't feel that way--

You're still quite up, for awhile there you'll sta

You thought halfway up, 'The going's so rough,
This climb can't be worth it, once is enough."
But now you feel ready to start up again.
Yes, it was worth it, and will be again.

Hello Carl and Jean:

Received my copy of BASE Magazine two days ago,
devoured it, felt inspired and wrote -this poem abo
my first BASE jump. Hope you like it.

Larry Wolfe



IS CLIVE

JUMPING MY RIGHT?

Please read the following article very carefully.

It talks about very, very simple issues: ''Does my
govermmment have the right to compel me to wear a

helmet everytime I ride a motorcycle down the public

streets?" A lot of good, hard work has gone down

before us in the last 15 years regarding the motor-

cycle/helmet issuc., In many ways, the cli(f jumping

rights issuc is similar,

We should study both of

these issues so that we can cxercise our rights.
Everything good comes from UNDERSTANDING, In your
editor's opinion, it is our God-given, inalicnable
right to cliff jump, if we are able to and so-inclined.
Naturc should be the only judge of that. And in
1982, if it is huwnanly possible to cliff jump, let's
realize that privilege with the hammony and concord
ol the United States National Park Service.

Strong Cycle Lobby Keeps Lid on Helmet Laws

By BILL BILLITER, Times Staff Writer

Wearing crash helmets saves
hives, admits the American Motor-
cyehst Assn.

But the same association and its
supporters have been successful in
biocking passage of state and feder-
a) laws requiring cyclists to wear
helmets

The motorcycle lobby, it turns
out. 1sa very powerful one.

ITEM: In 1ts 1966 Highway Safe-
v Act, Congress said states must
require motorcyclists to wear hei-
mets or clse lose 10% of the state’s
share of federa! highway funds. By
1975, al) but threc states—Califor-
nia. lllinois and Utah—had laws re-
quinng motorcycle helmets.

But the motorcycle lobby coun-
teraziacked and the next year Con-
gress quietly removed the federal
penalty If states did not have laws
requiring motorcycle helmet use.

As a result, siates began repeal-
ing or weakeming their helmet laws.
As of this summer, only 19 states
still require helmet wearing by all
motoreyele riders.

I'TEM: For 15 vears. onc or more
members of the California legisla-
ture have vainly fought to get the
state to require helmet wearing by
motorcyclists

Virtually every year. motorcycle
riders have shown up in Sacramen-
to to oppose the bills. All helmet
bills have gone down to defeat.

This year the motorcycle lobby
dealt an overwhelming defeat 10 a
mandatory helmet bill sponsored by
Assemblyman Richard Floyd (D-
Lawnrdalc), a motorcycle rider since
he was 14.

Even though Floyd watered
down his bill so that it would have
required helmets only of motorey -
cle and moped riders 18 years old
and under and those holding a mo-
torcycle license less than a year, the
bilt met salid opposition in the As-
sembly Transportation Committce
where it died when it failled to get a
single vote.

“1 keep getting the feehing that
my colleagues feel that if they vote
for a helmet law. a Hell's Angel will
be on their doorstep the next morn-
ing.” Floyd said in a recent nter-
vIew.

“Some of the motorcyclists lob-
bying against helmet bills are
rather imposing.” Floyd addcd.
"They come in wearing a cutaway
vest, blue jeans and a bandana
around thewr heads—sort of super
macho figures, the last of the pir-
ates.

“l guess some of the legislators
are inuimidated.”

Floyd said the motorcyclist-lob-
byists are never actually threaten-
ing. however. He said. he has mct
with motorcycle groups that angrily
disagreed with him but never
threatened him.

“They feel it (a heimet law)
would be a restriction on their
rights,” Floyd said.

The “restriction on rights” ar-
gument is the one cited by most leg-

islators as the reason for opposing a
helmet law. It was a major reason
cited by congressmen who success-
fully changed the federal law so it
no longer penalizes states without
heimet laws.

And personal rights vs. govern-

ment interference was ajso cited by
most California lawmakers opposed
to a mandatory helmet law,

“Where do we draw the line as
far as how protective we should be
of everyone?” asked Assemblywo-
man Marian LaFollette (R-Malibu)
when Floyd's helmet bill was before
the Assembly Transportation Com-
mittee last April.

LaFollette wasa among the com-
mittce members who suggested the
bill should be allowed to die because
of the personal righls question.

“We alreudy have too many laws
interfering with the rights of peo-
ple.” said Assemblyman Louis Pap-
pan (D-Millbrac) a member of
Transportation Committee.

Pappan, a burly, outspoken man,
bristled at Floyd's suggestion that
some legislators may have been in-
timidated by motorcycle lobbyists.

“I don't intimidate,” said Pappan,
adding "I just don't see the sense of
putting the helmet bill into law. I
think helmets are good things for
them (motorcyclists), but I don’t
want to impose it in law. There
would also be the problem of trying
to enforce this—who is going Lo put
Lhe riders in jail or cite them?

“Educating the riders to wear
helmels is better than passing a
law.”

Assemblyman Notan Frizzelle
(R-Costa Mesa), anuther Transpor-
tation Committee member, said he
opposed the bill because he thinks
heimets contribute to motorcycle
accidents and injuries in some cases,

(Offieials of the National Righ-
way Traffic Safety Administration
point to federal safety siandards for
motorcycle helmetls and say a 24-
year study at USC conclusively
proved helmets do not contribute Lo
accidents and almost never cause
injuries—never any serious injury.)

“I received a whole lot of letters
on this (helmet) issue,” said Friz-
zelle.

Gary Winn, legislative analyst for
the American Motorcyclist Assn.
based in Columbus, Ohio, said in a
telephone interview that Califor-
nia's 649,631 licensed motorcycle
riders form a “a very, very power-
ful, vocal group” in opposing pro-
posed heimet laws. Hc indicated Lhe
motorcycle riders in other states are
as militant—and politically potent.

Winn said the association, re-
flecting the views of most motorcy -
cle riders in the nation, “is very
much in favor of voluntary use of
helmets but very much against a
helmet law,” one exception being
that “we would not argue against
minors or first-year riders having
helmet restrictions.”

Most of the states that have
weakened their mandatory helmet
laws since 1976 (when Congress re-
moved the federal penalty) have

changed to laws requiring helmet
use only by those under 18 or those
riding motorcycles for the first
year.

White the goul 1s to protect the
young and the inexperieneed —who
have higher motorcycle accident

rutes—the Nauonal Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration says these
laws are hard to enforce and not
nearly as effective in bringing down
motorcycle dealh rates as are man-
datory helmet laws for all riders.

Assemblyman Bruce Young (D-
Norwalk), chairman of the As-
sembly Transportation Committee,
said he opposed Floyd's bill largely
because it applied only to those 18
and under and those holding a mo-
torcycle license less than a year.

“How do you enforce a law like
that?" Young asked, noting that po-
lice would have to make guesses
about age in stopping unhelmeted
motorcycle riders.

Young aiso questioned whether
helmets actually do all the good
things their supporters claim.

Looking for evidcence on that
score, Young and his commitiee
need look no further than the USC
Insutute of Safety and Systeins
Management.

The institute’s Prof. Harry Hurt
completed a 2V4-year siudy in 1979
that documented causes and effects
of motorcycle accidents. The study,
financed by a $381,754 federal con-
tract, involved members of Hurt's
research team going to the scenes of
about 1,100 motorcycle accidents in
Los Angeles immediately after they
happened.

The Hurt study is considered the
benchmark in motorcycle safety jn-
vestigation, all the more so since
most states, including California,
keep no statistical data about causes
of motoreycle accidents and rider
injuries.

“Qur study proved positively and
conclusively that heimets are very
good for vour health,” Hurt said in
an interview. “The typical helmet
provides safety beyond any reason-
able expeetation.

“The only issue remasning for op-
ponents {of heimets) s the rights
1ssue. Our study proved that hel-
mets provide high ievels of protec-
tion without any jeopardy to the
rider.”

Hurt said that of the 1,100 ac
cidents his team investigated, onty
thrce or four showed any injury
caused by the heimet itself. In those
rare cascs, he sind, the heimet was
not the cause of the accident and.

indeed, had saved the rider from
more serious head injuries.

The rare helmet injuries, he said.
were “Band-Aid Lype injuries” such
as minor cuts from chin straps.

The U.S. Department of Trans-
portation has made Hurt's motorcy -
cle helmet study available to the
states, but some, like California, still
routinely debate the effectivencss
of helmets.

Since Congress repcaled its pen-
alty for non-helmet states, the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safetv Ad-

mintstration says deaths inh motor-
cvele accidents have soared. There
were 61%% more molorcycle deaths
in the nation in 1980 than 1n_1975,
the safety acdininistration sayssy;

During the 1975.80 period. the
agency added. there wasonly a 179%
increase in motorcycle numbers.

“It'’s pretly well documented that
unheimeted riders have twice as
many head injuries and three times
as many fatalities as helmeted rid-
ers.” said Lew Buchanan. a motor-
cycle safety specialist with the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration,

The American Motorcyelist
Assn., however.. said that the high
increase in motorcycle deaths can.
not be attributed solely to repeal of
helmet laws. “Some states main-
taining helmet laws have exper-
ienced radical, even awesome in-
creases in fatalities,” said the asso-
c¢lation.

But while questioning the federat
safety agency's statistins and inter-
pretations, the motorcyclist assoct-
aton said it readily agrees, as do
mokL of 1ts members, that It makes
Rood sense Lo wear helmets

The question remamns: Should a
state require helmet wearing?

Yoices as disparate as President
Reagan, Gov. Edmund G. Brown Jr.
and the Heli's Angels all sav man-
datorv helmet laws are an unwar-
ranted ntrusion into personal
rights.

But supporters of heimet laws say
such SIMON-puUre  vicwpoints  on
personal rights ignore needless
deaths that result from lack of hel.
met laws Supporters of a helmet
law say new, young riders often re-
fuse to wear helmets because they
see older peers going without them,

Thus, they say, peer pressure—not
mature decisions about taking safe-
tv risks—causes deaths of many
unhelmeted riders. ’

Flovd, disappointed that his bill
died in committee, said he may
make another attempt in the 1983
legislative session, .

But in a separate interview, As-
sembly Transportation Committee
Chairman Young taid Floyd may
not have Lo wait that long. “If Dick
Floyd will amend his bill to cover
all motorcycle riders so that it's a
serious, enforceable bill, I'l} be glad
to hold interim hearings on it this
fall. inciuding having the USC
professor called to testify.” Young
said.

Since Floyd originally favored a
bill covering all riders, the Young

proposal thus opens the door to one
more attempt this year for the Cali-
fornia Legislature to debate a hel-
met law,

But supporters of such a law. not -
ing that thc motorcycle lobby has
casily killed ali such proposals for
15 years in California, say they are
not holding their breath.

{os Angeles Jimes
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Fall Guys Take the Plunge — Off 54-Story Building

By KEITH LOVE. Times Staff Writer

In the first second, there s
“ground rush” as the earth and con-
crete leap to meet you.

The windows of the building
across the street whiz by like a
picket fence. Your head, which was
pointing up when you leaped, is

‘denly pointing down. You have

. your stomach on the ledge
above.

That is what it 1s like to jump off a
skyscraper, according to three men
who did it Sunday morning from the
top of Crocker Center, the 54-story
tower in downtown Los Angeles.

If you have on a parachute, as
they did, you open it four seconds
after the plunge. Twenty seconds
later you're on the ground.

"It is scary because you are fall-

ing at first,” said Carl Boenish, a
free-lance photographer from
Hawthorne who is the group's lead-

er. "But when the chute opens, it is
man’'s greatest dream. You are
flying.” Compared to jumping off a

building, Boenish said. sky diving
from an airplane is about as exciting

as leaping onto a bed. He said mem-

bers of his group had made more

“than 30 jumps from Crocker Center
since July.

Brad Smith, 24, who jumped Sun-
day, recalled the night he sailed off
above Third and Hope streets,
opened his parachute and drifted

__'»wn to Fourth Street, and then
ned right and glided past the Bo-
naventure Hotel.

One night, Smith said, he landed
right in front of a well-dressed cou-
ple near the hotel. “They didn't give
me a second look.”

Boenish, Smith and another man
named Phil Smith entered the un-
finished Crocker skyscraper at
Third and Hope streets around 4
a.m. Sunday and began the long,
dark climb up a stairwell to the top.

With the wind whipping through
the tower—most of which is still
open on all sides—the jumpers
looked like Sherpa guides on Mt.
Everest as they slowly ascended
with their gear.

After awhile, the top of Union
Bank's tower came into view to the
southwest. But it was soon left far
behind. A few minutes later, to the
south, the helicopter pad atop Wells
Fargo’s tower took shape. It was
quickly forgotten.

As the jumpers reached the top of
Crocker Center, they looked down
on Security Pacific Bank’s skyscra-

There apparently is no
law on the books prohi-
biting such sky diving.

per, too. Far below, the Bunker Hill
condominiums looked like ar-
chitect's toys.

The Crocker Center tower is not
the tallest building downtown—
First Interstate Bank's gleaming
shaft is higher—but at 710 feet it is
one of the tallest buildings in the
Southland.

Sitting on its roof and watching
the sunrise light up Los Angeles
County from the mountains to the
sea is a special experience. By 8
a.m., when Sunday's jumps took
place, the metropolis looked white
and fuzzy blue as it spilled across
hills and freeways and spread out
into the coastal plain.

Boenish and his partners made
radio contact with friends on the
street below and, after double-
checking their gear, leaped off the
northwest corner of the building.

A crowd of about two dozen peo-
ple had gathered below, drawn by
the activity of the ground crew.

They landed on Hope Street in
front of Security Pacific and a car
whisked them away. They didn't
want to stay around because they
have already been warned by Los
Angeles police that to get to their
jumping-off point they are tres-
passing on private property.

According to the city attorney’s
office, however, there is apparently
no law on the books prohibiting the
sky dive itself. Attempts to reach
Crocker officials were unsuccessful.

Jumping from Crocker Center has
become a pleasant pastime for
Boenish and his friends. Sometimes,
he and his wife, Jean take the
plunge together. Brad Smith said he
had jumped alone on several nights.

“Sometimes I vome down early in
the morning and jump a couple of
times before I go to work,” said
Smith, who makes airplane parts in
Burbank. “One night, 1 did it bare-
foot and without a helmet.”

That kind of casual approach to
the jumps is not favored by Boenish,
40. He said he has made more than
1,700 leaps from planes and fixed
objects since he began sky diving 19
years ago. And one thing he has
learned is that you cannot be too
careful.

"The state of the art in sky diving
has changed enormously in the last
decade,” Boenish said. “The chutes
used to weigh 40 pounds and every-
body wore paratrooper boots. Now,
the weight is down to less than 25
pounds and you can jump in running
shoes.

“In the early days of sky diving,
you didn’t have much control over
the chutes, but today you can fly
them like a hang glider. I can land
wherever I want.”

For Phil Smith, a truck driver
from Houston, Sunday’s expedition
was worth a special flight to Los
Angeles. He often jumps off the 1,-
100-foot Texas Commerce Tower in

downtown Houston and is one of the
most experienced members of
BASE, an organization started re-
cently by Boenish.

To qualify for the group, you
have to sky dive off a bridge, an an-
tenna, a span and an earth forma-
tion—hence the group’s call letters.
Boenish and the other members
have jumped many times off El Ca-
pitan in Yosemite, and also off a
900-foot bridge in West Virginia

‘One night, 1did it
barefoot and without a
helmet,’ declared Smith.

and a television antenna tower in
Dallas.

All of the group’s members had
jumped many times from airplanes,
the traditional form of sky diving,
before they began leaping from
fixed objects.

Whereas sky divers like to open
their chutes 2,500 feet above the
ground when they leap out of
planes, they do not have that luxury
when they jump off fixed objects.
One of New York’s World Trade
towers— 1,350 feet tall—is believed
to be the tallest fixed object con-
quered so far,

“The great thing about base
jumping is you don’t need an air-
plane,” said Boenish, who estimated
it would take about a year for a be-
ginner to gain the experience and
confidence to do base jumps rou-
tinely.

“1n 20 years,” he said, "“the tech-
nology will allow you to do i} in
nothing more than a jump suit. You
could walk out on the roof of your
office building and jump down and
catch the bus.”

DIVE — Off 54-Story Crocker Center

Skydivers playing

Superman in L.A.

LOS ANGELES (UPI) — It is not against the law to
Jump from skyscrapers -- unless traffic is disrupted.

Police spokesman, John Connelly said Monday there is
nu law prohibiting a group of urban skydivers from
playtng Superman and leaping from downtown skyscrapers
in a single bound.

A group of parachutists — including a Hawthorne man
— leaped from the 54-story Crocker Center

"I guess if they started doing it i the middle of the
diy it would disrupt traffic, or something,” Connelly said.
“But we can't find anything illegal about 1t except tor
trespussing and that would be a citizen's arrest.”

The bizarre parachute jumps were recorded by television
crews early Sunday morning.

"The feeling is euphoric. It's mankind’s most incredsble
high,” Carl Boenish said, describing his leap from the

building. "It gives a person a {veling of accuiplishment,
a feeling of power.

“We literally teel like supermen,” said the free-lance
photographer from Hawthorne.

Bounish, 40, and two other men climbed to the top of
the Juwntown butlding and parachuted 710 feet to the sireet

Eight people have made 37 jumps from the Crocker
Center tower, Boenish said. The building 1s not the tallust
in Los Angeles, but because 1t s stitl under construction
the juthpers have easy access to the roof

The skydivers have not gained permission from the
managers of Crocker Center to jump from the tower,
but Boenish smd the group will try to work oul an
arrangement.
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THE HISTORY OF CROCKER CENTER

On November 8, 1981, there were
llegedly three jumps made from the
40-foot Crocker Center in downtown
os Angeles, California. Photos
nd a story of the alleged building
unping activity were carried on
he front page of the Los Angeles
imes newspaper whose circulation
s well over 1,000,000 copies, plus
he UPI and APl wire services, and
he CBS telcvision stations,

Reportedly, a clandestine activity
f skydivers jumping off the uncom-
leted S4-story skyscraper in the
iddle of the night had been going
n for nearly 3 months before it
as detected, publicized and then
officially discouraged."

Several people in the skydiving
ommunity have asked why the jumps
ere finally publicized--after months
f alleged sccrecy.

Apparently some of the reported
articipants allegedly reported that
he police knew of the activity for
t least 2-3 weeks prior to the Times
rticle--most of whom allegedly
hought the jumps were amazing and
fun to watch.' About eight or so
olice officers who supposedly wit-
essed some of the alleged jumps
old the jumpers that as long as
obody complained--any public citizen
r the proprietcrs--the activity
ould not be reported nor curtailed.

The security guard allegedly knew
f the activity for over a month,
ome of the alleged jumpers had
efriended him and he actually took

liking to the activity because
e thought it was exciting and broke
p the otherwise boring vigilance,
t later turned out, reportedly,
hat the security guard didn't have
ny say-so anyway because he was
uarding another building, not the
rocker Center! No wonder he didn't
arel!!

Supposedly with the '"blessing"

f the police on patrol at 3:00 AM

nd the '"wrong' security guard,

he jumpers erroncously let their
uard down and ceased more and more

o hide their activity. They felt
hat they could continue the activity
ndefinitely as long as they were
uper careful not to hurt anybody,
nything 'or themselves.

WRONG: Enter Murphy's Law: "If
nything can go wrong, it will, and
t the worst possible time.”

Anyway, one police officer in
en came along and thought that the
ctivity should come to an end.
obody knows this for sure, but the
roup allegedly believed that he
ent to the building owners and asked
hem if they wanted ''to complain."
pparently shortly afterwards, an
fficial order was issued by the
.A. Police Department to stop any
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GIANT DILEMMA

The biggest dilemma facing BASE
jumping and BASE jumpers today is
not the technology to do it safely
and repeatedly, but where to do it
at all! Practice makes perfect,
but where does one practice?

USBA’s OFFICIAL POSITION

Until BASE jumpers find the proper
buildings--with the proper authori-
zation and insurance, etc., they
are not trying to popularize build-
ing jumping. (This position does
not address the issue of ptoneering
building jumping.) But we can all
take heart in knowing that it is
possible to jump buildings legal-
ly because Dar Robinson made the
first legal building jump back in
1979 as a stunt for a movie from
the CN Tower in Toronto, Canada.

Dar has also made another building
jump legally in Atlanta, Gerogia
from the Peachtree Plaza out of

the 16th story into an airbag, also
for a movie stunt. So, the question
is really how to find the right
vehicle and motive to seek and
obtain prior permission and backing

for the jumps. Several BASE jumpers
from all over the country are trying
separately to interest various

public relations firms to 1interfacc
between them and various television
networks, building management groups,
insurance companies, etc., into '
sponsoring either 'benefit per-
formances,' ''charity jumps," 'topping
out ceremonies,” "ribbon cutting"
ceremonies, etc. Certainly if New
York City, Boston, etc., can be

"shut down' for a day per year to
run 26 mile marathon runs attracting
thousands of participants and spec-
tators alike, it shouldn't be too
unfeasible to cordon off a two-
block area from 6:00-8:00 AM once

a year per city to allow 50 BASE
jumpers to make individual leaps

in the 2 hour period. It's all

in the mind--the technology has

long been with us to do this safely
and routinely.

If building owners dream of adding
on stories one by one until '"w¢ have
the tallest skyscraper in the city,"
then why are these egotistical drcams
noble, yet the dreams of the masses
"to jump off of them" ignoble?

Chicago tower
169 stories,

Associated Presy

paper says

to soar l

rnoposso

CHICAGO TOWER
2300 FEET

CHICAGO — An architectural firm
that designed the tallest building in the
world plans to top itself with a super
skyscraper that would reach almost a
half-mile high, a newspaper reported
Monday.

The design firm of Skidmore, Owings
& Merrill is working on plans for a $1.25
billion building, more than 800 feet
above the Sears Tower, the tallest build-
ing in the world, the Chicago Tribune
said Monday.

Interest rates have delayed the build-
ing of the 169-floor, 2,300-foot-high
structure, sources said. Constructiad
was scheduled to begin before Labor
Day.

A Skidmore spokeswoman, who
asked not to be identified, denied any
knowledge of the project. “Nobody here
knows anything about it at all,” she
said.

A real estate firm has acquired op-
tiors for purchase of the land for the

skyscraper, which sources said would
be erected just morth of the Chicago
Loop, the Tribune reported.

The building would have a volume of
4 million to 6§ million square feet, as
much as three times the amount of inte-
rior room in the Empire State Buikiing.

Overseas nd U.S. banks would be in-.
volved in the project, where as ma.y as
45,000 people would live, work and play.

The develnper, whom the newspaper
did not identify, had said he would be

ready to announce the project vefore

Labor Day, but interest rates prevented
investors from committing money, the
Tribune quoted sources as saying.

Such a project is the largest anyone
has envisioned since architect Frank
Lloyd Wright once fancied erecting a
528story, 1-mile-bigh skyscraper on the
Chicago lakefront.

Chicago is the home of the Sears
Tower, the world’s tallest building, and
the John Harcock Center, the Sth-tallest
building.

SEARS
TOWER
1450 FEET

BUILDING
1250 FEET

REUNION
TOWER
562 FEEY

The NDallac Marnine Neaure

night building BASE jumping in pro-
gress! Reportedly, the Police
succeeded in warding off about
S BASE jumpers from entering the
building any longer, and that ''scare"
pretty much "stuck."

However, after five days of stew-
ing with disappointed rumination,
one of the alleged members went to
a local public relations firm and

told them their ''track record" in
hopes of having the firm represent
legitimate interfacing with the
building owners to go public and
to get official sanction for the
jumps.

The first order of business by
the PR firm was to "inform the press"
so that the public could be educated.
The press wanted to "schedule' an



early morning demo load so they would
have a first-hand opportunity to
report and photograph the alleged
activity. Sunday morning at around
8:00 AM was chosen because the light
was adequate and the streets were
also totally barren at that hour.
(Up until then, most of the jumps
were made in the middle of the night.
Night loads sound ominous but actual-
ly they are probably safer because
there is no traffic, no building
activity, calmer wind conditions
because there is no sun-heated
thermal activity, and the amount
of ambient city light is amazing--
almost equivalent to an overcast
day. From nearly 1,000 feet of
altitude, one can see for more
than 5 blocks in any direction.)
Allegedly the demo jumps--

reportedly 3 of them--went off
without a hitch.

Rumor had it that there were
several misquotes in the Times
article. Carl Boenish swears that
he didn't put down skydiving to
the extend mentioned in the article.
Apparently, the acronymn BASE was
not correctly defined!

The initial publicity splash was
made in an effort to meet with the

building owners and present.them with

a formal, favorable proposal to let
certain qualified BASE jumpers help
with the ribbon-cutting ceremony
once the building was completed.
Apparently the scheme backfired as
the owners--still anonymous and un-
identifiable--filed a $100,000 civil

law suit against the alleged jumpers,

the so-called United States BASE
Association, and 500 John Doe's who

Skyscraper Off-Limits to Chutists

Judge OKs Restriction Asked

By MYRNA OLIVER Times Staff Writer

There will be no more jumping off the 54-story
Crocker Center, a Los Angeles Superior Court
judge decreed Thursday.

“It-is a nice sport, but it is not a sport that can
be exercised without a by -your-leave from own-
ers of private property,” Judge Robert I. Weil
said.

He made the comment as he granted a tempor-
ary restraining -order requested by Maguire
Properties, owners of Crocker Center now under
construction at 313 S. Grand Ave. in downtown
Los Angeles.

The developer sought the order as a result of a
Times story Monday that described a leap by four
members of BASE, a “base-jumping” parachu-
tists’ group advocating leaps from bridges, sky-
scrapers and towering earth formations.

“It will only be a matter of time before the
careless, malicious, reckless and unlawful activi-
ties currently being engaged in by defendants

cause injury to themselves or to members of
the public,” attorney Frank Gooch III wrote in a
suit he filed on behalf of the developer.

He said the developer is particularly fearful
that publicity about the sports jumpers will in-
fluence suicidal people to jump from the building.

by Owners of 54-Story Tower

The civil swt said the jumps have caused “loss
of goodwill, adverse publicity (and) potenual loss
of rental income, added security costs and added
insurance costs.”

Weil twitted Gooch about the claim of adverse
publicity and any loss of potential tenants in the
new complex. But he said that the suit was vahd
because of the safety issue.

“l agree it is a risky and hazardous thing be-
cause ! can see that, assuming some skydiver dc-
cided to go up there and jump off and gets killed
in the process, his wife comes in and sues Crock -
er,” Weil said. "That is a risk that no building
builder should be subjected to.

“Let them go find some cliff to jump off and sue
Mother Nature,” the judge added.

None of the jumper defendants—Carl and Jcan
Boenish of Hawthorne, Brad Smith of Los An-
geles and Phil Smuth of Houston—nor their attor -
ney, Robert Winkler, attended the court session.

The four chutists could not be reached by The
Times Thursday.

In addition to a ban on future jumps, the civil
suit seeks $100.000 punitive damages because the
group allegedly trespassed, disobeying warmings
from the Los Angeles Police Department.

Parachutists
lose 1 more

METRO

might want to jump the building in
the future! Carl and Jean Boenish,
on the sole strength of the semi-
accurate LA Times article, were
enjoined from ever entering the
building.

The Texas Commerce Tower in
Houston, Texas reportedly has been
jumped about 23 times in the last
six months. Reportedly the owners
of that building have also chosen
to remain invisible and totally
unresponsive to all phone calls and
letters written to them on the subject
of sanctioned building jumps for
gala celebration plans, etc.

Over the past 7 years, there have
been 76 known building jumps from
8 known different buildings with
2 known injuries.

So goes life in the city....

SKY DIVER MAGAZINE ~- March 1967
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“THIRTY-FIVE - HUNDRED PLEASE ."

“We're not crazy and ... want

flos Angeles Jimes

Friday, November 13, 1981

TNy

to do this lawfully,” Carl R. Boenish
of Hawthorne sald today after losing
another legal skirmish in his efforts

Daily Breeze

Cadrug

to parachute off the $4-story Crocker
Center in downtown Los Angeles.

“1t is not only possible to safely
parachute off the building but It
has been done before, as many as
30 times,” be said.

On Monday, a Los Angeles Supe-
rior Court Judge extended a re-
stratning order prohibiting Boenish

and his Hawthorne-based parachute
group BASE from jumping off the
estimated 710-foot Crocker Center.

Judge John L. Cole continued his
order prohibiting members of BASE,
a parachute group that advocates
jumping from skyscrapers, towers
and antenoae, from diving off the
Crocker Center.

In a related court action, Superior
Court Judge Edward M. Ross gave
Boenish, a free-lance photographer,
until Thursday to turn over BASE
membership and mailing lists to at-
torneys representing Maguire Part-
ners, developers of Crocker Center.

The developers have filed a
$100,000 clvil suit in an effort to

Tues., Dec. 29, 1381 A3

prevent BASE members from jump-
ing off the building.

Boenish claimed that BASE is not
really an organized group. “It is a
flgment of my imagination.”

“If anything,” he quickly added,
“it is a very loose group of people.”
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2 Part 1/ Wednesday, November 25, 1981 * |

BASE, a parachutists’ organiza
tion advocating jumping from build-
ings, antennae, structures and earth
formations, was placed under a con-
tinuing restraining order banning
members from leaping off Crocker
Center downtown. Los Angeles Su-
perior Court Judge John L. Cole ex-
tended the order to give the attor-
ney for Maguire Partners, the cen-
ter's developer, time to serve the
lawsuit on BASE leaders. “I am still
of the opinion that people should not
jump off the Crocker bank build-
ing.” Cole said.

2 Part 1/ Wednesday, December 9, 1981 %

Carl and Jean Boenish can no
longer legally leap off the 54-story
Crocker Center downtown, but ev-
erybody else can—briefly. Los An-
geles Superior Court Judge John L.
Cole dissolved a temporary ban
against jumps by the BASE organi-
zation and others inclined to para-
chute from the structure on grounds
they had not been served with legal
notice of a civil injunction suit. He
later issued a new temporary order,
however, to give Maguire Partners,
owner of Crocker Center, time to
notify the group. The Boenishes of
Hawthorne were already properly
notified, so their jumps were en-
joined pending trial in about five
years.

2 Part I/ Tuesday, December 29, 1981 *

|

Videotaped jump

An unidentified man parachuting from the 60-story City of
Faith hospital Tuesday was captured on videotape by a KTUL-8
cameraman. This photo was taken from a television screen.

Los Angeles Superior Courl
Judge John L. Cole extended his
continuing restraining order 10 pre-
vent members of BASE-—a para-
chutist group advocating jumps
from buildings. towers, earth. for
mations and antennae—from leap-
ing off Crocker Center downtown
Meanwhile, Superior Court Judge
Edward M. Ross, in another action,
ordered BASE leader Carl Boenish
to answer questions asked in con-
nection with a civil suit filed by at-
torneys for Maguire Partners.
developers of Crocker Center. The
judge. however, allowed Boenish to
remain silent on three questions
that might mncrimmnate him. Ross
also ordered Boenish. a free-lance
photographer from Hawthorne. to
supply the Maguire attorneys with
membership and mailing hsts for
BASE by Dec. 31.

Two Los Angeles-area men were
fined and placed on one year's un-
supervised probation after they
pleaded guilty to conspiring to pa-
rachute off E} Capitan in Yosemite
National Park. March Sechler, of
lLakewood, was ordered to pay $500
restitution to the Yosemite Moun-
tain Rescue Fund, while Peter
Hammond, of Venice, was ordered
Lo make a $250 restitution. Both
men were cited after Hammond
hiked off El Capitan to report that
Sechier fell down an embankment
and njured his leg.
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City of Faith jump
confirmed on film

By TERRY FLETCHER

The only proof that a man para-
chuted from the 60-story Oral Ro-
berts University City of Faith hospi-
tal Tuesday afternoon is a few
seconds of videotape taken by a cam-
craman at television station KTUL-
8

Assistant XTUL-8 News Director
Beverly Trimble said a man, who
refused to identify himself, tele-
phoned the station shortly before 2
p.m., claiming somecne would at-
tempt to parachute from the tower.

“We sent a cameraman out there
on the chance that the claim was not
a hoax and sure cnough a guy jumped
off the buijlding,” Trimble said. “We
have no idea who the gny was."

Trimble said the cameraman, who
was not identificd, watched the man
land. gather up his parachute and get
into a waiting car that sped away.

Carroll Boze. ORU security diree-
tor, said he had not received any calls
about the incident and that workmen
on the upper floors told him they did
_not sec apyone on the tower.

1 didn’t know a lot about it until |
saw the film on the news last night,”
Boze said. "' [ don’t know how he mun-
aged to get up there because 1t is
impossible to get to the top three
tloors by elevator without a key. [
_read this morning that . . . the guy

who supposedly did it said he scaled
the outside of the building.

“From the film last night it looked
like he went right off the roof,” Boze
said.

The owner and manager of Sky-
dance Inc., a parachuting firm in
Muskogee, viewed the tape today and
said the parachute appecared to be a
“ram air” which allows a jumper to
move forward at about 20 to 30
mph.

“It is totally ridiculous and gives
tbe sport a bad name,” Ken Hills
said, "The guy was putting his life in
his hands. The tower (600 feet) is not
tall enough to allow for any problems
on the way down and if the wind
shifts it can send you right against
the side of the building and then
yon're out of luck.”

Hills said the United States Para-
chuting Association suspends its
members for one vear for jumping
from fixed objects

“I think people do it because it is
new and different, but it is complete-
ly irresponsible,” he said,

The man, calling himself the “Ban-
dit.” “Sammy” or “CJ. reportedly
claimed he 15 a 28-year-old native
Tulsan who has jumped 10 times
from fixed objects to “prove the safe-
ty of the spbrt.”

Tom
Keating

BASE group
surely based
on daring!

SKY-DIVING would scem to be
an activity with enough excitement
and thrills to satisfy anyone.

But, for a group of cight Indiana-
polis men, even free-falling from
airplanes started to get a bit dull
recently.

That's when they discovered an
organization called BASE.

Local parachutist Rich Phillips. a
27-ycar-old government employee,
explains.

“BASE stands for Buildings. An
tennas, Spans and Earth.” Phillips
said. "To hecome a member. a
person has to jump from each kind
of structure at least once. The
buildings can be skyscrapers, the
antennas can be towers. the spans
arc bridges and the ecarth jumps
can be made from cliffs.”

AS MIGHT BE cxpected, para
chute jumping from such places s
not looked upon kindly by a wide
range of authorities. ranging from
the police to the United States
Parachute Association

“The BASE orgamizalion is locat
ed in California and so far there
are only 11 men who have jumped
from all four types of locations and’
qualified as members.” Phillips
said. “But there is a group of us in
Indianapolis hoping to qualify.”

As their first step in this plan,
Phillips and seven of his friends,
who have made a combined 6000
jumps from airplanes, went by mo
bile home recently to the New
River Gorge Bridge in West Virgin:
ia,

THE BRIDGE, 876 feet above a
shallow, rocky flow of water, is the
second highest in the country and
one of only two bridges with
enough allitude to allow a jumper
time to open a chute. The mim
mum altitude for a jump from an
arplane, according to FAA regula
tions. is 2,500 feet.

“We planned everything
carefully and very salely,” Philtips
satd “We packed our chutes a
special way so they would open
quickly If there was a mallunction
there wasn't time for a backup
chute o apen. We jumped. counted
to three to clear the hridge, opened
the chute and had aboul a 50
second ride before hitting down
Everyonc had a clean jump and we

Very

had people wideolupe the whoie
thing. 1t was the most exciing
thing I've ever done

“SO FAR ONLY 30 persons.

counting our group. have made
that jump and the local police wes



UMPING ‘THE NEW RIVER BRIDGE
by Mike Millhorn

llowing is one man's opinion

w to jump the New River Gorge

e safely and without incident.

rst of all, understand that

not advocating making an

al or dangerous jump. People

till going to jump New River,

little knowledge is better than

owledge at all. Pleasc bear

nd that we are all in the learn-

rocess of these BASE jumps and

inly not all is known about
However, this is what I have

ed about spans to date. As

y skydive, proper preparation

¢ key to a successful jump.

Tixed-object jumps, more prepar-

- is required than an airplane

because after all, it is inher-

ymore dangerous. When my friends
make a New River jump, we know

chand just what our exit order

here we will land, who's wearing

ameras, when to turn them on,
When we arrive on site, we
check out the landing site(s)

ctermine if the river is high

w and what alternate sites we

to land 1n., We pick 2 or 3

ble landing sites and stick

them if we can. That also helps

he camera pcople on the bottom.

nstance, in a 2 week period,
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a landing site
the first time
existed due to

we had picked out

we jumped no longer
the rising river.
(The river had risen approximately
3 feet.) I feel that it is up to
each individual who jumps New River
as to whether or not their accuracy
skill is going to get them into an
area approximately 10X20 feet. If
you feel your accuracy isn't all

it should be, by all means land in
the water. It's soft! However,

it is a must to have at least 2
ground people to assist (if needed)
in helping the jumpers out of the
water. The river, in places, 1is
30-40 feet deep with very strong
undercurrents. We had a jumper
recently land in the middle of the
river. He had to get out of his
gear becausc he was getting tired
with all his soaking gear on. He
swam to shore safely but he ended
up losing his gear! So, another
lesson has been learned. 1f you
clect to go into the water, land

as close to the shore as you possibly
can. Flotation gear is highly re-
commended.

Next comes the actual jump. If
you're spending a lot of money, time
and cffort to film these dives, it
pays to take your time when you get
to the bridge launch site. Make
sure all jumpers are lined up in
relation to their exit order, make
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sure that all the ground cameras

are ready and all the top cameras
are ready. We have used both wal
talkies and streamers and have fo
streamers to be better. Streamer
are easy to see (especially from

876 feet) and it tells the ground
cameras that we are jumping in 10
seconds. After the first person

leaves, each consecutive jumper w
10 seconds and launches. The ent
time on the bridge should take no
more than 5-6 minutes. It is-ill
to stop on the bridge but from wh
we know now, no one is too intere
in stopping us from jumping off «
it. We got caught on top of the

bridge last time by a West Virgis
State Policeman. We ended up g¢
a parking ticket for stopping on

the bridge, not for jumping off ¢
it. As the policeman was writing
the ticket, he said, "I really er
you guvs, your jumps were beauti
have a nice day!"”

Anyway, in terms of the actual
launch, I have found (and again,
this is not gospel) that the bes!
launch is achieved by a good pusl
off with your legs, 4 hard arch,
chest to the horizon, and head Ll
up. An ideal delay would be 2-3
seconds and fire. Of course, pa

very carcfully with slider down .
you should have an opening that
so good!"

To cutaway or not to «
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away is your own decision, but I
personally don't want to cut away
at 600 feet, A tertiary parachute,
1 feel, is the ideal solution.

Another point to remember is not
to panic. One of our group last
time panicked and dumped in a very
unglorified position. His parachute
opened fine, however, he increased
the risks of the jump tenfold.

And please, try to maintain as
low a profile as you possibly can!
You should be making this jump for
the inner beauty of it, not because
you want to make the front page of
your local newspaper.

As previously mentioned, I'm not

advocating making illegal or dangerous

bridge jumps. If you're going to
do it, do your homework, and do it
right.

To date, there have been 65 record-
ed jumps made by 42 different people.

If you ever jump the New River Gorge
Bridge, please drop me a line and
let me know so I can add you to the
list, I plan to issue jumper ID
\ cards for the New River Bridge soon,
Have a safe one! Mike Millhorn

6531 W. Washington

Indianapolis, IN
44241
317 243-7093

SUBJECT -- HELP!

Over this past summer I decided
that 1 need to do a cliff jump, and
that I need to find out more infor-
mation on it. I recently picked
up BASE issue #5 and found it very
interesting, but it didn't address
the issue of making a first fixed-
object jump in any clear way. (I
don't think that was intended, any-
way.) There are a few questions
that I need to find out about:

(1) what special skills will I need?

{2) Do I need to make any modifi-
cations to my gear (Wonderhog

with throwout, Stato Cloud 1981,

Security Crossbhow steerable
reserve with diaper?

(3) What time of year will I find
the best weather,

(4) What kind of action should I
take if I encounter a Park
Ranger?

(5) What kind of experience in
skydiving should 1 have?

(I have 300 jumps and 3 hours
of free-fall time--95% RW and
1 have 280 square jumps. I
came from a progressive D.Z.)
Your reply would be greatly appreci-
ated. Paul Witherland
SCS 5630 Canada

Thanks for your letter, Paul.

(1) Special skill: desire, "so-
inclined"” state of mind. You have
these. You also pogsess the requi-
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site physical skills, too, as you
listed in (S5).

(2) With the exception of "atten-
tion to detail,” BASE jumping is
very simple and straightforvard. I
would list these hints:

(A) Always have at least one person
on your "load" who has made at least
one BASE jump before--mainly to over-
see little "common-genge' things.

4 firgt-time jump student probably
wouldn't congider his firat jump with
either no assistance or the assistance
of a non-jumper, would he?

For a 3-second delay or less, pack
your normal way but with the slider
down. Normal way can be "factory,"
"tpash-pack," or "side" pack. Test
Jwnp that pack job (except with
slider up) from an airplane to verify
on-heading openings)

Free-fall now lower than 700 feet
with a 3-second maximum delay, slider
down. Use a tertiary parachute for
a Jwnp thie low (see previous articles
in previous issues).

From around 1,200-1,500 feet, congi-
der delaying 3-5 seconds and go ahead
and put the glider back up.

From a net of 2,000 feet, congider
up to a 10-second delay, glider up.

For all 3-second delays, exit with
the throwaway pilot chute in your
hand--see Bridge Day '81 article, issue
#5.

Any square ig fine to use. Seven-
cells are preferable to S-cells, unless
you're a lightweight. Insigt on a
square reserve only if terrain re-
quires it (long glide ratio over
rugged terrain), otherwise, either
a square or round reserve is okay
and is personal choice. Try not
to cutaway below 1,000 feet unless
under some special circumstance where
it 1e unavoidable. Diaper on reserve
18 okay.

(3) Summer months are almost a
necessity unless you are an expert
in the snow. 895%+ cliff Jjumps are
probably all made between May and
November in the northern hemigphere.

(4) It 18 my personal belief at
this point in time that only through
usage can we expect to exercise our
rights to cliff Jump, regardless
of what countries you may be talking
about. With respect to Yosemite--

El Capitan and Half Dome--in 1982,
I couldn't tell you whether the sites

~ will be unregulated, regulated, or

banned. I hope for the first of
these choices. (People call me a
dreamer. Remember, it's not just

my right--and my etruggle--it's
everyone's. The more who want

to cliff jump, the easier it should
be to succeed! I cannot advise you
or anyone but myself what to do with
regpect to the legal consequences,
should a particular country hold
the view that cliff jumping at their

locale is "illegal." It seems.that
most people who get "caught" choose
not to fight the "citation." I
personally feel that only by fightt
the interpretations of "obscure law
that very likely do not apply if
challenged in an appellet court can
we ascertain whether or not they,
in fact, do apply. I do know that
the "aerial delivery law" which is
currently being used in Yosemite

to prosecute cliff jumpers was writ
a few years beEore cliff Junmping
was popularized in 1978. If that
ig the case, how could that law pos
bly deal with something that was
not even thought about wvhen the law
was written? And even if the law
did apply, it should be changed if
it 18 unjust with the uncovering
of comstant new technology and desi
by the populace. If "I" were to
get "caught! for cliff jumping any-
where on the planet wherg I thought
that it were "legal” to cliff jump,
I would strive to be friendly and
courteous, give my name and address
to the authorities, but I would not
discuss MY details of any allegati
at any time with any offictials, and
I would immediately get a lawyer,
and I would fight the citation to
the maximum limit of my means and
determination, and I would strive
not to have the cage heard within
the park, if possible. Few people
want to go through these hassles.
In time, all of this internal stri:
will be long forgotten when cliff
Jwmping is understood and taken for
granted!

"THE GROUND'S THE LIMIT"
by Harry Hurt III

Reprinted in this issue of BASE
Magazine is an article on BASE jumj
ing which first appeared in the
Texas Monthly Magazine by Harry Hu
I111. He spent weeks and months re
searching the history of BASE and,
in particular, the first building
jumps in Texas. He has provided a
permanent record of how the moveme
got underway. We are particularly
grateful that he chose this assign
ment; if he hadn't, much of the vi
detail which he has provided prob:
would have been lost forever., Ou
hats are off to you, Harry. Thani
for a job well done, and the adde«
excitement you have given everybos

NEWS FLASHES -~

BASE Magazine has received
reports that two or three Brits h
made successful parachute jumps f
a 330-foot apartment building in
downtown London! Reports said th
used static-lined square parachut
which opened in about 50 feet. 1
the reports are true, we'll try t
have further details in a subseqt
issue.



HOUSTON ASTRODOME

THRILL SHOW AaAND

THE FLYING SMITTIES

THE FLYING SMITTIES

To most of us, sky divers — those
crazy guys who jump out of
airplanes for fun — are just that,
crazy guys. But sky diving bhas
become quite a popular recreation,
enjoyed by hundreds of intrepid
men and women.

Now there's an even more
interesting version of the sport —
jumping from fixed objects, That
fixed object may be a TV tower
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antenna, a cliff, abuilding, a bridge
— or the roof of the Astrodome.

One of the highlights of this
vear's annual Thrill Show and
Destruction Derby will be double
parachute jumps from the gondola
which hangs just below the roof of
the dome.

The daring young men who will
attempt these jumps are Houston-
1ans Andy Smith and Phil Smith (no
relation). Both are experienced sky
divers — Andy has been doing it for
six years, Phil for twelve — but

have been jumping from fixed
objects for only a little over a year.
in fact, they're somewhat notorious
in that respect.

A few months ago, they were
arrested for jumping off the 610
Bridge at the Houston Ship
Channel. They have also jumped off
TV antenna towers in Houston and
several times off the new Texas
Commerce Bank Building now
under construction in downtown
Houston.



Andy and Phil are members of a
still quite small organization called
BASE. In order to qualify for this
group, one has to jump from four
different kinds of fixed objects:
Building (B), Antenna or tower (A),
Span or bridge (S), and Earth or
cliff or any other natural formation
(E). At this writing, Andy has 25
BASE jumps all over the country
and Phil has 39,

Unlike many other dangerous
stunts in which the higher the
altitude, the higher the degree of
risk, in jumping from fixed objects,
the opposite is true. After all, the
shorter the jump, the less time
there is for the parachute to open.

The lowest jump that Andy and
Phil have attempted up to now is
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the rather infamous jump into the
Houston Ship Channel — that was
only 168 feet — but it was into
water. Their attempts this weekend
in the Astrodome will be 192 feet
onto hard ground — definitely more
dangerous.

For comparison’s sake, in ordi-
nary sky diving, it usually requires
200 feet for a parachute to open,
another 100 feet for it to open
completely, then 20 more feet for it
to slow down for a safe landing.
And that doesn’t include the extra
time allowed for a backup para-
chute if needed. Obviously, ""The
Flying Smitties,”’ as they jokingly
call themselves, aren’t going to
have that much time and space
inside the Astrodome.

Andy says the jumps will take 7
to 9 seconds from top to bottom,
and 4 to 6 seconds from the time the
chutes open to the time they touch
the ground.

All of this may lead us to ask —
Why?

Andy, a 28-year-old machinist at
N. L. McCullough, replies,
“Thrills...we like to see what these
parachutes can do — we’'ve used a
lot of techniques never used before
It's a challenge to overcome the
fear of that first step.””

Phil, a 30-year-old truck driver
for MclLean Trucking Co., agrees
but adds, "'l do it because it scares
me. If anything goes wrong, there’s
nothing we can do."”’




BASE MEETS THE “ASTRODOME"

It's been the dream of nearly
svery skydiver who has ever set foot
inside the Houston Astrodome to make
1 parachute jump from its ceiling.
Juring the annual "Auto Thrill Show
and Destruction Derby'" on January 16
and 17, 1982, Andy Smith and Phil
Smith, both of Houston, Texas, got
to realize that dream.

It all started last October when
Andy secured a contract with the
promoters of the event to '"provide
an act." Andy and his partner, Phil
Smith, who are not related, were
billed in the show as "The Flying
Smitties,"

The Smiths had access to the Dome
£ test drops . They collected
sc..c cinder blocks, ropes and rig-
ging equipment and "set up shop."
Two canopies were selected for ini-
tail testing: the Para-Flite Cruis-
lite 7-cell ram air canopy and the
Para-Innovators R4-2 round reserve
canopy. A total of 4 dummy drops
were made on the square canopy and
14 dummy drops on the round.

The Cruislite opened fast and
clean but flew into the stands--

23 rows up! Since the launch plat-
form was only 192 feet above the
ground, it was argued that using a
square canopy might force the jumper
to hook a 180° turn below 100 feet,
wWith that possibility in mind, the
ram-air concept was scrapped and all
further energy was devoted to testing
the round canopy.

The Para-Innovators R4-2 round
reserve canopy--not yet on the mar-
ket--is a 26-foot conical made of
27 porosity F-111 material. Sever-
a. .ariations of packing methods were
tried, but the one decided upon was
the "factory" pack, minus the diaper,
with the lines stowed in the pack
tray and a rubber band placed around
the vent about 4 inches below its
uppermost seam. The static-lined
test drops of 135 1bs. took about
2 seconds to open fully and another
6-7 seconds to reach the floor.
Special custom harness and containers
were designed and built by Jim Hand-
bury specifically for bridge jumping.
The original rig consisted of a 22-
foot hang-glider main canopy with no
reserve and weighed a scant 103 1lbs!)

Both Smiths and their alternate
guru, Carl Boenish, got to make a
practice jump before the event.

For the actual show, the "Flying
Smitties' jumped 20 seconds apart,
landed softly on the earthen floor
and were applauded by 42,000 scream-

ing spectators.

Andy, Phil and Carl feel that the
public acceptance of their jumps is
a major breakthrough for BASE jumping.
However, they don't encourage anyone
to duplicate their feats without
thorough research and the proper
equipment. They would like to thank
their hard-working and capable crew
of Phil and Kathy Chapline, Rick
Spigarelli, Kim Thomey, John and Pam
Cattaneo, Billy Lee, Scott Tedaro,
Mike Smith, Kevin Vinnel, Mary Ann
Rossi, and Dewayne Bruette.

The "Flying Smitties" and crew
are considering some future BASE
jumps which will be published faith-
fully by BASE Magazine.

Yours truly, Phil Smith
BASE #1

FROM THE GROUND UP

by Kim 0Ogg

When the first domed stadium was
completed in Houston during the
early 60's, the idea was for people
to perform outdoor events with all
the comforts of the indoors. Any-
thing that could be done on the
ground could be done in the Astro-
dome. The sky was literally the
limit.

That is, before Phil and Andy
Smith came along.

On January 16, 1982 at 9:50 PM,
the two parachutists began their
ascent up the catwalk which leads
from the highest level of the seat-
ing sections to the center of the
ceiling of the Astrodome--called
the gondola.

The two Smiths had been up there
many times before to get the feel
of the place and to make their
numerous calculations. The knew,
for example, that it was exactly
192 feet from the Astrodome gondola
to the floor. They also knew that
to jump from there had never been
done before!

Below, 40,000 people were shift-
ing in their seats, hollering for
the food peddlers, flipping through
their 16th annual '"Thrill Show and
Destruction Derby" programs.

Intermission in the Astrodome
is calculated chaos. Few, if any,
of those thrill-watchers saw Phil
and Andy Smith step into the gondola,
put on their parachutes and check
their watches., It was now 10:15 PM.

The announcer introduced Phil
Smith, 30 and Andy Smith, 28 as
brothers, even though they are not
related. He called them by their
stage name of '"The Flying Smitties"

and quickly summed up their qualifi
cations. The two Smiths were pre-
pared to try the most dangerous
jumps of their BASE jumping careers
At stake was the world record in
two categories:

(1) The lowest parachute jump

over ground;

(2) The lowest indoor parachute

jump. ’

Andy looked at Phil. He would |
first. This jump is what they botl
called a very unforgiving jump. T!
time from the gondola exit until
their feet touched the ground woul:
be less than 10 seconds. If the
parachute failed for any reason, *
whatsoever, there would be no chan
for a reserve chute. In fact, *®he)
didn't even bother to wear a resen
chute! In fact, there would not
even be time in which to respond.
Without the deceleration of the cht
a person would hit the ground in
2.8 seconds at 75 miles per hour,

Somehow the announcer managed t«
get the audience's attention. The
moment's loud confusion gave way
to an eerie silence. An act was
about to be premtered.

From the gondola Andy Smith look
down. The low altitude of the dome
renders people visible, though not
their expressions. But the hard
brown earth below was perfectly
clear.

Phil nodded to Andy as they botl
stood at the edge of the platform.
Then Andy stretched forth his amms
and took the great plunge. Phil
Smith followed him 20 seconds later
As they fell, the people in the auc
ence didn't move; they were utterly
quiet. The chutes opened before
many eyelids did. The jumps went
perfectly! Two world records had
been set and another object in the
world of BASE jumping had been con-
quered!

On January 17, 1982, the Smiths
repeated their jumps in a second
performance for the "Thrill Show"
which cemented their records.

For those of us who live with
our feet firmly attached to the
ground, the "Flying Smitties' are
an enigma. They are walkers along
the edge. For that reason, some
people have criticized them--labell
them kooks--and have done their bes
to ignore them. As for me and near
ly 70,000 other people who witnesse
the Astrodome jumps--the beauty of
the fall, the perfect landings--
the sky will now hold a certain
curious unknown! The ground will
still seem a little mundane, but
the "Flying Smitties' won't be
ignored. They'll be admired, from
the ground up!
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by Phil Smith

A building jump can be the great-
est experience in the career of a
skydiver--something he will remember
and re-live for all time. It can
also be a disaster--an expericnce
he would just as soon forget.

The intent of this article is
to inform the prospective building
jumper and hopefully help him avoid
the various pitfalls that unknowing-
ly await him.

If you don't already have a build-
ing in mind which has already been
jumped and is thereby proven, then
there are several considerations
in selecting one which is jumpable.

You will have to find a building
high enough to satisfy your minimum.
There are over 75 buildings in the
U.S. which are 700 feet or taller.
To determine the height of a build-
ing, simply multiply the number of
floors by the distance between
floors. Most office building floors
are about 13 feet apart while hotels
and apartments are usually 10-11
feet. Chooss a building which is
accessible at any time of the day.
Most buildings under construction
are easy to walk into without being
impeded. If you must jump from a
completed building, you will have
to find another way to the roof or
window since most building managers
keep their stairwells locked. You
will want to check out the proximity
of your building to surrounding
structures and other obstructions.
Obviously you want as much clear
space as possible on the downwind
side of the building. This brings
up another consideration: wind
patterns.

Try to find out how the wind will
be blowing before you ever enter
the building to jump it. If you
don't, you may make an unnecessary
trip!

The day or night before the jump,
sit down with your ground crew and
the other jumpers and make your plan!
For communications with your crew,
two-way radios are very helpful and
not necessarily too cumbersome.
Otherwise, you may resort to visual
signals such as flashlights or
streamers. You will want to pack
along some streamers anyway for
determining wind speed and direction.

You will probably need to pack
your rig especially for a building
jump. One veteran of more than 15
building jumps prefers what he calls
a LALO (low altitude, lower opening)
pack job. (A description of this
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pack job is found in another issue.)
This author, however, prefers the
trash pack method with lines unstow-
ed (figure-eighted) 1in the pack
tray and slider pulled down. With
whichever method you select, the
main consideration is that you have
confidence that it will open fast
and straight. Take the time at your

in the hand during freefall. (A
though one highly experienced BAS
jumper prefers his SST Racer wit!
the stock pull-out pilot chutc s)
(POP), there have been several c]
calls by other jumpers using it.
They have clawed for their POP h:
dles while losing precious altity

local dropzone to work out a reliable going head low and even back-to-

packing method.

Equally important to your packing
method is your pilot chute system.
The most popular system seems to
be the Booth throw-away hand-deploy
pilot chute system which can be held

earth! The inexpensive alternati
to buying a new rig for specializ
BASE jumps is to attach a Booth-t
pilot chute (with curved pin on t
bridle line) to your normal rig f
all BASE jumps.

The author makes a 3-second delay from a building in Los Angeles.



You will need to work out your
emergency procedure long before the
actual jump. Know what you are
going to do if you have a spinning
malfunction or a streamer. Some
building jumpers carry a third or
teréiary parachute which attaches
to the front of the harness like
the old chest resecrve. The canopy,
a small round, is attached at the
connector links to a 8-15 foot
tether which cnables it to pass
clear of the malfunctioned main
canopy before opening. If you don't
have a tertiary chute and have a
malfunction below about 700 feet,
you may be better off by just dump-
ing your piggyback reserve and hop-
ing for the best.

The time of day or night of your
jump is a very important considera-
tior— Jumping at night affords you
the ver of darkness, thereby de-
creasing your chances of being seen
or interfering with other people's
activities. If your jump is success-
ful, you and other BASE jumpers can
jump the same site on other occas-
ions. At night, there is less auto
and pedestrian traffic and the winds
are gencrally calmer.

If you must jump during daylight,
you should usually consider early
Sunday morning. Around 8:00-9:00 AM
the wind and traffic are usually
low and there is enough light for
filming.

Once you arrive at the top of
your building, you will need to de-
termine a suitable exit point. Ob-
viously you will want to jump off
on the downwind side, as in the case
of a TV antenna tower. But unlike

270°

270°
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Selecting a suitable exit point

TV towers, which allow the wind to
pass through their skeletal frame-
works freely, buildings offer a re-
sistance to the wind which can create
unpredictable turbulence and eddies
on the downwind side. For this rea-
son I recommend using the corner

of the building which is tangential
to the wind. See the diagram below.

You will want to use the corner
of the building (rather than the
middle of one side) for your exit
point because it affords you 270°
of running room once you are open,
rather than 180°. Determine the
wind direction and speed with a wind
streamer or some light piece of
debris found lying around. Throw
the streamer out from the structure
a ways so you won't be fooled by
the dead air around the building.

It is at this point that you should
decide if you are going to go ahead
with the jump or postpone it due

to bad wind conditions, The wind

is probably the single biggest fac-
tor in the safety of a building jump,
so don't take it lightly! (No pun
intended.)

During the last few minutes be-
fore your jump, you should rehearse
your entire plan--from exit through
landing--including possible emergen-
cies. Get a thorough pin check from
your buddy and then take your pilot
chute in your right hand and bunch
it up so there is no loose material
to snag on something. When loading
your pilot chute, you should take
up the slack in the bridle cord,
but don't pull it too tightly lest
you zap yourself,

Your exit form should be like
any other BASE jump, i.e., head high,
chest out, back arched, and arms
and legs spread. If you try to dive
off, you will probably go head low

or maybe even on your back.
The length of delay you take is
dictated by the height of the buil

ing and your daring. You should
take at least 2 seconds because it
takes that much time to accelerate
to a speed that will allow your
pilot chute to pull out your main
canopy. If you let your pilot chu
go on exit, you will have your pil
chute in tow for about 2 scconds--
a scary proposition. Plus, if you
release your pilot chute in moving
air, there is that added amount of
snatch force to pull your curved
pin.

For buildings around 700 feet
high, I recommend around a 3-secon
delay. For 1,000-footers, take no
more than 5 seconds.

At the end of your planned dela
release your pilot chute and get
ready to grab your rear risers.
THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. If your
canopy has a twist in it or opens
facing the building, you may have
only 1-2 seconds to take correctiv
action. Rear riser turns are the
best because they rock the canopy
back while turning. Once you get
the parachute under control, brake
released and end cells open, you
are only half way home. You still
have to avoid running into other
buildings or other objects, make
a safe landing and clear out of th
area. Unless the air is dead calm
you should fly with half brakes to
compensate for any possible gusts
and downdrafts. Once you land, pi
up your gear and get out before an
one arrives. After all, you may
want to come back and jump again
another day.

Happy landings!

Phil Smith
BASE #1
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(GROUND’S
LIMIT

by Harry Hurt III

When Phil Smith and his friends saw the tallest building in Texas
rising up from the streets of Houston, there was only one thing
they wanted to do—jump off the top and live to tell the tale.

t precisely 8:15 on the
chilly, overcast morning of
January 18, 1981, Philip
Hammond Smith perched
on the 72nd floor of the still-
unfinished Texas Commerce
Tower in Houston and prepared to jump.
Smith, a lean but hard-muscled five feet
ten inches tall, was dressed in a billowing
red jump suit, an orange parachute har-
ness, a white Bell crash helmet with two
backward-pointing cameras mounted on
it, and a pair of aviator-style prescription
glasses. A few feet away crouched Phil
Mayfield, his jumping partner, attired in a
yellow jump suit, a yellow parachute har-
ness, and a white crash helmet sporting
two forward-pointing cameras. With the
vertical girders of the building sticking up
on either side of them like leafless steel
branches, Smitty and Mayfield looked
like camera-combed birdmen, strange
nylon-and-metal flying creatures hybrid-
ized from classical mythology and con-
temporary science fiction,
Looking straight out from his exit point
on the tower’s north corner, Smitty had

the highest and best view afforded by any
structure outside New York or Chicago. It
began with the yellow-lined parking lots in
the foreground, then fanned out past the
fire station and the post office and Buf-
falo Bayou to the vast carpet of green
treetops that merged with the blue-gray of
the horizon at a point that seemed
halfway to Oklahoma. In the distance
Smitty could easily pick out the sky-
scrapers of Greenway Plaza and the
Galleria. Closer in, just off his left
shoulder, was the cluster of buildings that
dominate the skyline of downtown Hous-
ton: Shell, Tenneco,. First International,
Bank of the Southwest, the Pennzoil
towers, and the rest. Off his right
shoulder were the Houston Chronicle
building and Market Square.

Nine hundred and fifty feet below, the
downtown streets stared up at Smitty with
the empty concrete silence of a Sunday
morning, Except for the last-minute bus-
tling of the nine-member crew—the pho-
tographers and getaway-car drivers sta-
tioned on the sidewalks nearby—there
were few signs of traffic or street life. The

parked cars appeared to be about the size
of snap buttons. The people looked like
pinheads.

A sharp wind gusted across the top of
the building at ten or fifteen knots, rat-
tling the corrugated steel floor on which
Smitty and Mayfield were standing. Smit-
ty’s mind raced over his jump plan for the
umpteenth time. He would exit from the
north corner with the wind blowing from
right to left, free-fall for three to five
seconds down the side of the building,
then release the parachute. Once his chute
opened, he would have about a thirty-
second ride to his targeted landing area,
which was the parking lot beside the
Western Union office on Capitol Street
near the corner of Smith. As soon as he
landed, he would gather up his canopy,
jump in the getaway car his girlfriend was
driving, and go.

At least that’s what would happen if
everything went right. The tricky thing
about parachuting is the huge set of un-
predictables inherent in man, nature, and
the equipment. Those unpredictables vast-
ly multiply when a jumper exits from a

Opposite: Camera on helmet, pilot chute in hand, Phil Smith takes the first plunge from the Texas Commerce Tower.

(¢ ) TExas MONTHLY/DECEMBER 1981 (Reprinted in BASE Magazine with permission)

Harry Hurt 1
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How a band of thrill-seekers called BASE made jumping off Texas’ 1allesi

building the ultimate urban adventure.



fixed object, like a building, instead of
from an airplane.

mitty had been obsessed with the

idea of jumping from the Texas

Commerce Tower for months

before this cloudy Sunday morn-

ing. He had first gotten the no-
tion when the building was only three
quarters of the way to its projected height.
Each week, Smitty had monitored the
progress of the construction crew, drag-
ging his girlfriend, Mike Vincent, down-
town to observe such milestones as the
girderwork for the 60th story, then the
65th and the 68th. The building was
scheduled to be 75 stories high when com-
pleted, but by the time the work passed
the 70th story, Smitty could hold off no
longer. As far as he was concerned, the
tower was either tall enough to be jump-
able- or it wasn’t. A few more stories
w¢  a’t make much difference.

In the fall of 1980, Smitty put on his
usual truck driver’s attire—blue jeans,
T-shirt, and boots—then added a plastic
hard hat and drove downtown to check
out the building. Looking like a typical
construction worker, he walked into the
tower as calmly as if he were on his way to
work and climbed up the stairwell to the
top floor, which was then the 72nd. He

passed several bona fide construction
workers on the lower levels, but when he
reached the summit he was alone. He
picked up some paper trash that was lying
around and began dropping small pieces
off the edge, watching intently as his
makeshift wind streamers sailed to the
street. Then he turned and walked back
down the stairwell to the ground.

“Iooking straight out
from their exit point
on the tower’s north
corner, the sky divers
had the highest and
best view afforded by
any structure outside
New York or Chicago.
Nine hundred and
fifty feet below, the:
downtown streets of
Houston stared up at
them with the empty
concrete silence of a
Sunday morning.”

Smitty made ten more forays to the top
of the tower before the end of 1980. With
each trip, he gleaned new information
about the winds, the best exit points, the
safest landing areas. By New Year’s he felt
that he knew enough to make the jump.
He called up his skydiving friend Phil
Mayfield in Arlington and invited him to
come and jump too. He also telephoned
the husband-and-wife skydiving photog-
raphy team of Carl and Jean Boenish out
in California and asked them to come
along.

On the night of Friday, January 16,
1981, Smitty climbed the Texas Com-
merce Tower to make a last-minute wind
test. The following night at eight o’clock,
the jumpers held a briefing at Smitty’s
modest tract house in North Houston. He
reported that the winds, instead of blow-

ing from the southeast, so that a jumper °
would be carried away from the other tall
buildings, had been coming out of the

east. That left some clearance, but condi-
tions were enough short of ideal to give
the Boenishes second thoughts. Still gung
ho, Smitty and Mayfield decided to try
going off in the early morning when the
winds would be less turbulent. The
Boenishes decided to stay on the ground,
where their photographic talents would be
needed to film the jumps.

Thirteen people showed up at the brief-
ing. Besides the two jumpers and the
Boenishes, there were Phil and Kathy
Chaplin, who would be driving getaway
cars; Mike, who had reluctantly agreed to
drive a getaway car; and six other friends,
four of whom were assigned to drive cars

No structure is immune from BASE jumpers.

-

Phil Mayfield (left) and Phil Smith

in their baggy, high-drag jump suits.



while the other two took movies and still
pictures from a rented helicopter. Carl
Boenish directed most of the meeting,
giving each photographer specific instruc-
tions about positioning, timing, and
focusing. Smitty, who knew the city,
briefed the drivers.

When the jumpers and their crew ar-
rived at the tower at four o’clock on Sun-
day morning, there was no one in sight. A
gaping hole in the fence encircling the
building afforded an easy entry. Smitty
and Mayfield bade good-bye to the others
and went inside. Their 72-story journey
up the stairwell took more than two
hours. Dressed in blue jeans and carrying
their parachutes on their backs, the two
jumpers encountered no one on their way
to the summit.

Once they got to the top, Smitty pulled
out a walkie-talkie and notified Carl
Boenish that they’d made it. It was only
about six-thirty and still pitch-dark, not to
mention cold, so Smitty and Mayfield
went back down a couple of floors to a
construction workers’ shed they had spot-
ted on the way up. The two of them hud-
.dled in the shack for about an hour, then
went back up to the 72nd floor.

Dawn had broken across the cityscape,
but the sky was a wintry gray. Smitty used
his walkie-talkie to inform Boenish that
they were back on top and ready to get
into their jump suits to go off at eight
o’clock sharp as planned.

Boenish asked if they could postpone
things till the light improved. If they went
off at eight, all the pictures would be dark
and blurry. But if they could wait just half
an hour, conditions might be much more
favorable for getting this momentous
event on film.

Smitty and Mayfield did not want to
delay. Being on top of the building with
the daylight all around them made them
more anxious than ever to get on with it.
And the longer they waited, the greater
their chances of being caught.

Finally, Boenish and the jumpers
reached a compromise. Smitty and May-
field agreed to go off at 8:15. Then Smitty
hid his walkie-talkie beneath a pile of
building materials and started to dress.

All of a sudden, a yellow-and-brown-
striped Bell JetRanger helicopter came out
of the patchy sky and began orbiting the
tower on a 75-foot radius. On the second
pass, one of the passengers waved at Smit-
ty, signaling that the helicopter-borne
photographers were ready. Smitty reached
into the pocket of his jump suit, pulled
out a yellow wind streamer, and dropped
it over the side of the building. The
streamer floated to the pavement like a
piece of crepe paper falling from the
world’s tallest goalpost. That was the
signal for the ground crew to ready their
cameras. It was also the signal for Phil
Mayfield to start the countdown.

“Ten ... nine...eight..." May-
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field shouted at Smitty from upwind.
Although Smitty had planned this jump

more carefully than any skydiving stunt he’

had ever attempted, he still felt the same
emotion he had felt on his very first jump:
pure, unadulterated, gut-wrenching fear.
Smitty had good reason to be afraid. The
jump he was about to make was no
routine skydive. The main difference—
and the main danger—was the altitude.
When jumping out of airplanes, most sky
divers open their chutes above the
minimum altitude recommended by the
United States Parachute Association
(USPA): 2500 feet, a height that allows
time for deploying a reserve chute if the
main chute does not open. But the
distance from the 72nd floor of the Texas
Commerce Tower to the pavement of
Milam Street was only 950 feet, con-
siderably less than half the minimum
recommended opening altitude, and that
was just the height at which Smitty would
begin his free-fall. His chute probably
would not open until he reached about
600 feet. Although he was wearing a
reserve chute, Smitty knew that if he need-
ed it he would not have time to perform
the usual cutaway procedure that prevents
the reserve from tangling with the main
chute. In essence, then, there would be no
second chance. If Smitty’s main chute did
not open properly, he would probably
‘‘go in,” the sky diver’s euphemism for
crashing to death.

Smitty reached back with his right hand
and clutched a fistful of yellow nylon at-
tached by a cord to the back of his knap-
sacklike parachute harness. Unlike old-
fashioned parachutes, Smitty’s modern
skydiving rig did not have a rip cord. In-
stead, a plastic handle was located at the
lower right corner of the backpack. In a
typical airplane jump, a sky diver pushes
back on or ‘‘throws’’ this handle to
deploy a small pilot chute, which fills with
air and pulls the main chute out of its
Velcro-fastened sack. But Smitty planned
to bypass the handle by holding the yellow
nylon pilot chute in his hand when he
leaped off. He hoped the main chute
would open faster if he threw the pilot out
manually. .

But a quick opening was not the only
element critical to Smitty’s surviving the
jump. Once his main chute filled with air,
he would have to navigate away from the
tower and the other tall buildings nearby.
By jumping off the north corner with a
favorable wind, Smitty and Phil hoped to
drift away from any trouble. Their para-
chutes were square and shaped more like
wings than umbrellas. Whereas the old-
fashioned round chutes operate on drag,
these ram-air ‘‘squares’’ operate on lift,
like gliders. Since they can generate more
forward speed, squares, which have come
to predominate in sport skydiving, are
more maneuverable than rounds. But if

‘Smitty's chute opened facing the Texas
Commerce Tower, that forward speed
could slam him into the side of the build-
ing. Then, too, at any time along the ride
he could get caught in unexpected turbu-
lence or a patch of dead air. A skydiver
faces these dangers on any jump, but in
this case the skyscraper canyons of down-
town created all sorts of shields, box can-
yons, and oblique edges for the wind, and
increased the problems of turbulence and
dead air manyfold.

The other obstacle Smitty had on his
mind was his partner. Phil Mayfield, a
short but broad-shouldered 29-year-old
with a brown handlebar moustache and
braces on his teeth, was a traveling sales-
man for the 3M Company, but he lived to
jump and jumped to live. Mayfield was a
veteran of more than 1400 airplane dives
and had excelled in national skydiving
competitions. He was a natural athlete
with the strength and coordination of a
gymnast. Smitty trusted Ma¥yfield’s jump-
ing ability as he trusted his own. Still, any
slipup in timing—either in going off the
building or in releasing their chutes—
could send the two of them tumbling into
each other and, ultimately, the street.

“Seven . ..six ... five...” May-
field droned, as if he were oblivious to
anything but his countdown. )

Smitty stepped to the edge of the cor-
rugated steel floor and reached for a thin
metal cable that served as the only guard-
rail on the building’s summit. Clutching
his pilot chute in his right hand, he clung
to the wire with his left hand and swung
one leg over it at a time, so that he faced
out from the building. Although he had
not yet begun the jump, Smitty was al-
ready experiencing a sensation common to
sky divers: time seemed to be slowing
down. The jump would last only 35 sec-
onds, counting the ride down under an
open canopy. But to Smitty, it would
seem more like 35 minutes. And after-
ward, if there was an afterward, the things
to be said about the jump would consume
days, weeks, maybe years.

Despite what some might regard as ap-
pearances to the contrary, Smitty had no
intention of killing himself. He was not
making the jump because of a suicide pact
or a death wish. He simply thrived on con-
frontations with the unknown. The son of
a patent attorney, he had been born in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and had spent a
rather predictable middie-class youth in
Southwest Houston, where his family had
moved when he was a child. After grad-
uating from Westbury High School, he
enlisted in the Marine Corps and trained
as a computer programmer. In 1970, while
stationed at Camp Pendleton in Califor-
nia, he took up skydiving—not as part of
his military training but as a hobby. Now
he was by occupation a truck driver for



McLean Trucking Company of Houston;
he was also a perpetual student, working
on a college degree in mathematics at the
University of Houston. But he was at
heart a skydiving junkie who geared
almost everything else he did in life to get-
ting yet another jump-fix. A veteran of
more than 1750 jumps, Smitty was rather
good at his addiction. Among his sky-
diving laurels were three first-place prizes
in ten-man team competition at the
USPA-sponsored Southwest Conference
Championships and a USPA area safety
officer designation.

But for what might be his most awe-
some jump Smith intended to avoid public
attention at all costs. Although no specific
law prohibited parachuting off a buiiding,
the mere fact that he entered the tower
without permission might leave him open
to trespassing charges. And Smitty did not
want anything to interfere with his chance
to ~ ~omplish his chosen feat. He and
Ma, :ld even had a cover story in case
they got caught: they would claim that
they had parachuted not from the build-
ing but from a hot-air balloon that had ac-
cidentally dropped them over downtown.

“Four . . . three . . ."”” Mayfield con-
tinued.

The three-second mark was the pre-
ordained time to activate the helmet-
mounted cameras. Smitty flipped a switch
taped to his chest. As the cameras started
shooting, the whirr of the motor drives on
top of his head almost drowned out the
sound of Mayfield’s voice.

Poised on the edge of the building,
Smitty once again had to consider a single
question: why jump? The answer was as
deceptively simple as the question: Smitty
was making the jump for sport, for fun,
for the blood-tingling thrill of it. The sky-
scraper stood as a challenge to his nerve
and ability and therefore to his very being.
So  hing gnawing inside Smitty pressed
him 10 test and retest his own limits, to go
after the ‘‘rush’’ of overcoming his own
fear. For Smitty, it was all summed upina
line from Norman Mailer’s book The Ex-
ecutioner’s Song, which went, ‘*‘No psy-
chic reward might be as powerful as win-
ning a dare with yourself.”

Smitty was also making the jump for a
nascent parachuting organization called
BASE. The name was an acronym derived
from the categories of things to be jumped
from—buildings, antennas (and other
towers), spans (bridges), and earth forma-
tions. A marked departure from skydiving
proper, BASE represented the new and
growing sport of fixed-object jumping.
Smitty had already scored in three of the
four categories by jumping a cliff, a
bridge, and an antenna tower. Since
jumping the Texas Commerce Tower had
been Smitty’s idea, he intended to be the
first to go off, a distinction that would
qualify him as BASE No. 1. Phil Mayfield
would go off a fraction of a second after
him, thereby becoming BASE No. 2.

Smitty felt the excitement surging up
within him as the long-awaited moment

approached. But he also felt his fear grow
in nearly equal measure. That was another
reason he was glad to be going off first.
As he had confided to Mike, he was wor-
ried that if Mayfield went off first, he
might not have the guts to go after him.

“Two ...one ... go!” Phil shouted
hoarsely.

Automatically, Smitty let go of the
guard wire and flexed his knees, He usual-
ly began each jump with a blood-curdling
yell. But this time he could not risk calling
attention to himself with a scream that
would echo off the building walls. So he
arched his back and, sprang silently into
the void. Half a blink later, Mayfield
dived after him, his hand grazing Smitty’s
shoulder.

hen Mike Vincent saw
the red and yellow figures
leave the top of the Texas
Commerce Tower, she felt
like she had just plunged from
the highest arch of a giant roller coaster.
Mike, a petite brunette wearing oversized
glasses, was five feet three inches tall and
not an ounce over a hundred pounds. She
had been shivering in the cold of the park-
ing lot across the street from the Western
Union office for what seemed lik¢ hours,
too miserable to fool with the still camera
that had been entrusted to her. Her white
Dodge Monaco station wagon was only a
few feet away, but she was too anxious
about the jump to stay in the car warming
herself. One of her three children, six-
year-old Tad, was at her side. Besides be-
ing the driver of a getaway car, Mike was
the one woman other than Smitty’s
mother and sister who really cared what
happened to him. And as she watched
Smitty and Phil fall from the building,
Mike was overcome by a terrible sinking
feeling in her stomach.

Mike was no stranger to skydiving. In
the early seventies she had started para-
chuting from airplanes, only to quit after
her third jump when she barely missed hit-
ting some high-tension wires. Her hus-
band, Bob, had been an active sky diver
and one of Smitty’s best f{riends. One
night in 1974, Bob and Smitty had gone
out to a go-cart track. When closing time
came around, the two of them kept on
racing. A cop finally showed up and Smit-
ty pulled over, but Bob kept on driving.
The cop threw a tire in front of Bob’s go-
cart. Bob swerved to a stop and started
yelling at the cop. They argued and the
cop drew his gun. Moments later, Bob lay
dead on the pavement. Mike sued the
Houston police, but nothing came of it.

Mike did not lack a sense of the absurd.
She had been christened Shirley Jean but
had gone through life with a boy’s name
because her parents had wanted a son
whom they had intended to name Michael
David. But Mike had a serious side, too.
Her husband’s tragedy merely confirmed
a theory she had about sky divers and
death. Like her late husband, most
jumpers seemed to die young, suddenly,

accidentally, and unusually—but not be-
cause of a skydiving mishap. Instead of
taking the obvious route, death seemed to
mock and punish those who defied it by
sneaking up on them in a roundabout
way.

As Mike watched her boyfriend and his
buddy dive from the tower, cold shivers
shot through her bones. The red and
yellow figures seemed to fall and fall and
fall, and still their chutes did not open.
When the figures dropned to what looked
like halfway down the side of the
building, Mike began to wonder if their
chutes would ever open, or if death was
pulling still another double cross by com-
ing in the front door this time, laughing
like the bitter wind.

own Milam Street in ffont of

the two Pennzoil towers, a

wiry, brown-haired man in

a winter jacket and corduroy

jeans hunkered over a tripod

and grinned a toothy grin. Keeping his

right eye plastered to the viewfinder of a

16mm movie camera, he- followed the

jumpers with obvious excitement and

delight. Unlike Mike Vincent, he felt no

apprehension or dread. He seemed to

know that the jump would come off per-

fectly. The sight of the red and yellow fig-

ures falling from the building only re-
charged his optimism,

Carl Boenish, 39, approached skydiving
with an enthusiasm born when he was a
12-year-old kid jumping from trees and
sheds near his home in the Los Angeles
Airport suburb of Hawthorne, California.
About that time, Boenish had set what he
claimed was a world record of 800 con-
secutive jumps on a pogo stick. Boenish
had made his first airplane jump in 1962
at the age of 21, Since that day, he had
become a self-confessed *‘skydiving bum’’
who devoted his whole life to the sport.
Deriving his income from a commercial
photography business called Photo-
Chuting Enterprises, which he set up in a
home studio, he had made more than 1660
jumps and established himself as both a
pioneer of skydiving formations and
stunts and the sport’s preeminent free-fall
photographer. More recently, Boenish
had become the founder, the guiding
light, the guru, of BASE.

As he watched Smitty and Mayfield
fall, Boenish knew that their jumps
marked the culmination of a craze he had
started back in the summer of 1978.
Before that, the history of fixed-object
jumping had consisted of a jump in the
Dolomite Alps in Italy, a handful of most-
ly ill-fated (though not fatal) jumps from
the 2200-foot cliffs of El Capitan in
California’s Yosemite National Park,
Owen Quinn’s jump from one of New
York’s World Trade Center towers in
1975, and a two-man jump from the Seat-
tle Space Needle in 1976. In August 1978,
Boenish had filmed a four-man jump
from El Capitan. Equipped with square
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“BASE 15 an acronym
derived from the cat-
egories of things to

be jumped from —
buildings, antennas,
spans (bridges), and
earth formations.
Smatty had already
scored in three of the
Jfour categories. He
intended to be the first
to go off the Texas
Commerce Tower,
which would qualify

~ him as BASE No. 1.”

parachutes, the men easily cleared the
trees on the valley floor and landed safely.
Boenish got such good movies of the jump
that he was able to make a deal with ABC
Sports. But the National Park Service
found out about the jumps, prosecuted
Boenish and the others for unlawful hang
gliding, subpoenaed Boenish's film, and
tied him up in a court case for more than a
year.

That episode had marked the escalation
of a long-running war between Boenish
and the Park Service, but it had also ig-
nited interest in a new sport called cliff
" jumping. While the rangers pursued
Boenish in the courts, other sky divers
trekked to Yosemite, hiked the six hours
to the top of El Capitan, and jumped.
Soon the Park Service had twenty more
cases of illegal hang gliding on its hands.

Meanwhile, Boenish started another
new fixed-object jumping sport when he
and three other experienced sky divers
went off Colorado's 1053-foot Royal
Gorge Bridge on August 11, 1979. Be-
cause of the low altitude, two of the
jumpers asked friends to stand on the
bridge and throw out their pilot chutes
manually so that their main chutes would
open more quickly. All four jumpers
landed safely. The police spotted Boenish
and one of the other jumpers and took
them in for questioning. But there was no
law the jumpers could be charged with
breaking, so the police let them go.

Back in California, the lawsuit-

28

burdened Park Service finally offered to
allow cliff jumping if the USPA would
sanction it. Although the 2200-foot height
of El Cap was barely below the associa-
tion’s recommended minimum opening
altitude, the USPA agreed to make an ex-
ception for El Capitan cliffs. On July i,
1980, Boenish and some USPA officials,
including national director Joe Svec of
Houston, made the first legal El Cap
jumps in a Park Service test. When all
landed safely, the rangers agreed to start
issuing a maximum of twelve permits a
day with the stipulations that the jumpers
go off singly and before eight-thirty in the
morning.

That summer sky divers began flocking
to El Capitan from all over the country.
Among them were Phil Smith and Phil
Mayfield, who made the trip out from
Texas, and Carl Boenish’s nineteen-year-
old wife, Jean. It was at El Capitan that
Smitty and Mayfield became fast friends
with the Boenishes. Tentative at first
about running off a cliff, the two Phils
from Texas became as comfortable falling
off El Cap as they were falling out of an
airplane. Soon they were doing stunts for
Carl Boenish’s movies. In one film, Smit-
ty walked off the cliff on a pair of stilts,
Mayfield walked off on his hands, and
Carl bounced off on a pogo stick.

By early September 1980, there had
been a total of 479 jumps from El
Capitan, according to the unofficial log
kept by Boenish. Although.there were no
deaths, 5 of the estimated 400 jumpers
who attempted E! Cap sustained injuries
serious enough to require hospitalization.
Complaining that enforcement problems
were just as bad as in the past, the Park
Service stopped issuing permits for El
Capitan, and cliff jumping once again
became illegal.

Outlawing cliff jumping did not stop it.
In the months that followed, Boenish and
others continued to jump El Capitan and
other Yosemite cliffs. But the volume of
jumps decreased from about 120 a month
to about 60 a year. Part of the reason was
that the Boenishes and the two Phils from
Texas were already enthralled by new
types of fixed-object jumping.

Phil Smith, his spirit charged by the El
Cap jumps, could no longer get excited
about jumping out of airplanes. Upon his
return to Texas, he began looking around
for other jumpable earth formations.
Although the flatlands of the Gulf Coast
did not offer any cliffs, Smitty’s skydiving
friend Phil Chaplin discovered something
that looked even more challenging: the
1100-foot KUHT-TYV antenna tower south
of downtown Houston. After sneaking up
to the top for some wind streamer tests,
Smitty made plans to jump the tower with
Phil Mayfield on October 12, 1980. The
hardest part of the jump proved to be the
three-hour hand-over-hand climb to the
top, a feat that required periodic rest
stops along the way. At eight o'clock on
the appointed morning, they jumped.

Since the skeletonlike structure of th¢

‘antenna tower did not block the wind

there was no major turbulence to contenc
with. Only the guy wires that helped sup
port the tower presented a potentia
hazard. But the jumpers exited with thi
wind at their backs, and their initial sprin)
carried them away from the guy wires
They landed perfectly and scrambled ove
the fence and into their cars without bein
seen. Later, Smitty phoned in the news o
the jump to the Houston Post, which ra
a brief story about it.

Smitty and Mayfield could not wait t
make more antenna tower jumps. Nea
Dallas, Mayfield discovered the 1500-foo
KNUS antenna in Cedar Hill; th
Boenishes flew in from California anc
Smitty drove up from Houston. Onc
again, all jumped safely and withou
detection.

Neither the Texans nor the Californian
confined themselves to anterma jumping
In September 1980, shortly after th
Park Service ‘‘closed’’ Ef: Capitan, th
Boenishes and four otheér sky diver
jumped the New River Gorge Bridge ii
West Virginia. Though the jumpers di
not have official permission, the loca
authorities reportedly knew about th
jumps in advance but did not intervene
stop them. The next week the Boenishe
made the first completely legal fixed
object jump aside from El Capitan whe
they went off the cliffs of Canyon d
Chelly an reservation land in northeasten
Arizona. They performed the jumps for :
film being made by Home Box Office
and they had the permission of the Navajc
Indians, who shrewdly charged HBO a fe
for using the canyon. After the firs
Houston antenna jumps, Smitty, May
field, and five other sky divers jumped th.
Royal Gorge Bridge in Colorado. One o
the jumpers, Hank Asciutto, broke his le;
on landing, but the others escaped injury
A short time later, Smitty and Mayfiel
returned to antenna jumping by makin,
dives from the 1909-foot KTUL antenn
near Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The exhilaration of the jumpers at thi
time was nearly indescribable. Like tes
pilots, they were exploring the edge of th
envelope of human capabilities. But in
stead of going ever higher and faster, the
were going lower and lower. About th
only official negative reaction the jumper
got came from USPA director Joe Svec
who revoked Smitty's area safety office
designation on the grounds that the an
tenna jumps set a bad exaniple for othe
sky divers. But when Svec’s term expired
his successor reinstated Smitty as an ASC

By this time, Phil Smith had the hot
for jumping the Texas Commerce Towe
and was talking of nothing else. His word
gave his fellow fixed-object jumpers
brainstorm. They began to see a pattern i
the jumps they were making. After play
ing with several combinations an
acronyms, Jean Boenish and Phil Smit
came up with BASE, In addition to cove:



ing every conceivable type of fixed-object
jumping, the acronym also connoted
something that was stationary. The group
decided that from then on they would
refer to what they were doing as BASE
jumping and that those who completed
jumps in all four categories would be
called BASE jumpers.

Because he had elected not to jump
from the Texas Commerce Tower with
Smitty and Mayfield, Boenish would not
be the first man to get his BASE. But he
was still the unofficial leader of the mav-
erick organization that was being born on
this nippy January morning in Houston.
As far as Boenish was concerned, filming
a jump was the next-best thing to doing it.
His talents were sorely needed on the
ground. After all, without the photo-
graphic evidence, who would believe that
such a jump had really happened?

Suddenly, Boenish saw something
through the lens of his camera that made

grin freeze.

hen Smitty first pushed

off the tower he felt as if

he had just stepped out into

his driveway. When he made

an airplane jump, he was im-

mediately socked by a rush of wind. But

in the opening moments of his fall from

the tower, Smitty dropped through an

eerie, almost windless calm. Then he

began to accelerate very rapidly. The wind

blasted his face, and he saw a series of

windows flash past floor by floor, a visual

measure of his fall that was not available

in a normal jump. Then he saw the street
closing in.

Smitty was not counting seconds. That
wasn’t necessary. His years of skydiving
had left him with an automatic timer in his
brain. He had a sixth sense for the passage
of one second. Two seconds. Three.
“qmewhere between seconds four and

se, he opened his right fist and thrust
out his pilot chute. A flicker of yellow
nylon zipped past the corner of his right
eye. Now everything was up to fate and
his equipment. Either his main chute
would open or he would accelerate into
the pavement like a human bullet.

A split second before he saw Smitty’s
yellow pilot chute fly toward his face,

Mayfield was still struggling to keep his
back arched and his head up. That was
not an easy thing to do. The weight of the
two cameras attached to his helmet kept
making his head dip forward. But May-
field knew that if he went over too far, he
might plunge into a head-over-heels tum-
ble. He had to keep falling with his belly
at a 45-degree angle to the ground so that
he would not tangle in the lines of his
chute when it started to open. At the same
time, though, he wanted to keep his head
far enough forward to get photographs of
Smitty’s fall. This was an enormous
physical challenge, requiring not only
strength but also balance and coordina-
tion. And that was just the kind of thing

Maryfield thrived on.

Suddenly Mayfield felt a sharp jolt
across his neck and shoulders. His head
snapped back and his legs swung forward
and down in the manner of an aerialist
swinging on a trapeze. That was what sky
divers call opening shock, the sensation of
the main chute opening and filling with
air. As the second man off the building,
Mayfield had thrown out his pilot chute
an instant before Smitty had thrown his.
They had planned it that way so that
Mayfield would not fall into Smitty or
Smitty’s chute. But as it turned out,
Mayfield saw Smitty’s main chute unfurl
and billow open at almost the same time
he felt his own opening shock. That was
what had alarmed Boenish. Fortunately,
there was enough distance between the
two to prevent a collision.

Mayfield looked straight ahead into the
patchy gray horizon. To his relief he
realized that his chute had opened facing
to the west, away from the building. He
looked down and saw that he was drifting
over Jones Hall toward the parking lots
and the federal building. He reached up
for his steering lines and began to pilot
himself through the morning air.

hil Smith sailed over Milam
Street on the wings of an
open canopy and the most in-
credible jubilation he had ever ex-
perienced, The full impact of what
he had just done was only beginning to hit
him, but the adrenaline rush of the jump
was already an afterglow. He manipulated
the steering lines of his rig instinctively,
reflexively, without even thinking about
the individual tugs and slackenings he
made as he flew. Having opened at about
the fortieth floor, he was already less than
six hundred feet from the ground. For a
second or two, he worried about clearing
Jones Hall, but then he realized that the
forward speed of his rig would carry him
over Jones Hall with ease. He needed only
to navigate himself to an unobstructed
landing area in one of the parking lots,
and he was home free. For the first time
all day, the tension flowed out of him,
Forgetting his concern with attracting at-
tention, Smitty let out a yell: ‘*Yaaaaaa-
hooooooo!”’

ike Vincent could not

imagine what the small

crowd of winos and early

risers now standing on the

street corner must have

been thinking as they watched the two

men with parachutes come out of the

Sunday morning sky. The winos were

laughing as if they were still drunk.

The early risers seemed to be formulating

what they would say when they got home

that night: ‘‘Honey, you’re not gonna

believe what happened downtown this
morning . . ."”

Smitty’s triumphant shout snapped

Mike out of her reverie. He was still quite

a few feet from the ground, but he was
heading for a spot just across the street.
Mike grabbed her son and hustled over to
her station wagon, determined not to flub
her role as getaway-car driver if she was
needed. :

She wasn’t. Smitty swirled to a soft
landing on the grass-and-concrete top of
the civic center’s underground parking
garage. Phil and Kathy Chaplin jumped
into their tan truck and drove toward him,
The moment his feet touched the ground,
he began gathering up his parachute. Sec-
onds later, Phil Mayfield landed in the
parking lot across from Western Union
and started pulling in his chute, t00. Smit-
ty tossed his gear in the Chaplins’ truck
and dived in after it. Mayfield hopped
into the seat of a yellow Chevy station
wagon driven by their friend Pam Cat-
taneo. Before any of the bystanders could
make sense of what had happened, both
the tan truck and the Chevy station wagon
were speeding down Capitol Street.

Realizing that she was the only member
of the ground crew left in the ‘‘drop
zone,”’ Mike pushed her son into the car
and headed for the rendezvous point.

he Bell JetRanger descended

on the Memorial Drive Holi-

day Inn just as the getaway cars

were pulling into the parking lot.

Besides being near the downtown

jump site, this particular motel conve-

niently featured a helipad. By the time the

helicopter touched down, Smitty, May-

field, the Boenishes, the Chaplins, Mike,

and the others were already filing into the

dining room on the floor below. The

chopper pilot and the two photographers
quickly joined them.

The group was both drained and over-
joyed, happy but not rowdy. Carl Boenish
was oohing and aahing about the pictures
they were going to get and laughing his
car-motor-starting laugh. Mayfield was
cracking sardonic jokes. Smitty was
bouncing Tad on his knee and asking the
boy what he thought of the jump, whether
he had liked it.

After a couple of minutes of backslap-
ping, Boenish and the helicopter pilot
took their leave. Boenish was renting the
chopper for $400, and he wanted to film
some tracking shots down Memorial Drive
to downtown to establish the setting of the
jump in his film. The rest of the group
ordered breakfast and relived the events
of the morning. Before the meal was over,
Smitty and Mayfield were talking about
when they could jump the building again.

he next Texas Commerce
Tower jump took place the
following Saturday at four o’clock
in the morning. Although the sky
was pitch-black, the lights of the
downtown streets and buildings provided
almost as much visibility for the sky divers
as broad daylight. This time both Carl and
Jean Boenish jumped the building with
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Smitty and Mayfield. All four landed
safely and without detection. Having
completed their first building jump, Jean
and Carl now had jumps in all four
categories and became BASE No. 3 and
BASE No. 4, respectively.

One month later, in February 1981,
Carl came back to Houston from Califor-
nia with three more would-be building
jumpers: Mike Perron, Brad Smith, and
Sam Ramos. Smitty and the three Califor-
nians jumped at five o’clock on a Tuesday
morning while Boenish photographed
with strobe lights. By the end of June, six-
teen jumps had been made from the Texas
Commerce Tower. And no one had been
hurt or apprehended by the authorities,
and not a word of it had appeared in any
of the Houston media.

When not jumping the Texas Com-
merce Tower, Smitty and the rest of the
BASE jumpers were going off other fixed
objects. They jumped off El Capitan
again, despite the Park Service ban, and
off the antennas in Houston and Tulsa.
They also jumped the Gerald Desmond
Bridge at Terminal Island, California.
Other sky divers, some affiliated with

_BASE and some not, got wind of these ex-
oits and started jumping off antennas
and bridges in other parts of the country.

Soon the ranks of BASE-affiliated
jumpers swelled to at least fifty nation-
wide, and the number of jumpers who had
completed all four BASE categories grew
to nine. By midsummer, Smitty could
claim the most BASE jumps: 28. Mayfield
and Andy Smith, one of Smitty’s sky-
diving buddies, weren't far behind. No
longer content to jump only in the early
morning, they started a whole new class of
jump called Night BASE and went back to
rejump the buildings, antennas, bridges,
and cliffs they had already done in
daylight. The ever-competitive Mayfield
proudly became the first of the group to
get his Night BASE, followed by Smitty
and Andy Smith.

Having been brazenly defied for
months, death finally took its toll in April
1981 when a sky diver crashed from a
*elevision antenna tower in Virginia.

‘her fixed-object jumps produced some
nasty injuries. But for the most part, the
BASE jumpers and their kindred spirits
across the country escaped mishap. About
the only drawback for most BASE
jumpers was the expense involved. Get-
ting outfitted with a parachute, jump suit,
and helmet calls for an initial investment
of about $1500. In a normal skydive, a
jumper also pays $11 to $14 per jump for
the airplane ride up. Airplanes are not
necessary for jumping fixed objects, but
they are often necessary for getting to
them. In the fall of 1980 Smitty spent an
estimated $1000 simply on travel to jump-
able bridges, antennas, and cliffs scattered
all over the country.

Always the organizer, Carl Boenish
began publishing BASE Magazine, a
newsletter that he dubbed the unofficial
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publication of the United States BASE
Association. It featured a logo that could
be worn by those who had jumped in all
four categories, as well as statistics on all
recorded BASE jumps, how-to articles by
experienced BASE jumpers, and reprints
of various newspaper stories pro and con
fixed-object jumping. Although he
nodded to commercialism by running ads
for his Photo-Chuting Enterprises,
Boenish took care not to neglect the
philosophical basis of BASE. For those
who worried about the illegality of some
of the jumps, the Boenish line was essen-
tially ‘‘as long as it doesn’t hurt anybody,
do it anyway.”’ But the overall BASE
ideology was summarized by an unat-
tributed quote Boenish had found on a
wall at a skydiving center in Florida.
Listed among BASE Magazine's ‘‘Quota-
tions to Inspire Us By,”’ the passage began
with the sentence ‘1 do not choose to be a
common man.’’

n June 28, 1981, Phil Smith,

Phil Mayfield, Andy Smith,

and Dewayne Bruette climbed

to the top of the Texas Com-

merce Tower for another Sun-

day morning daylight jump. The plan

called for the two Phils to go off first at

eight o’clock, with Andy and Bruette fol-

lowing them after filming the jumps from

atop the building. After Smitty, Mayfield,

and Andy Smith had jumped, Bruette

waited. He later said he delayed in order

to let the other jumpers get out of his way

and to complete the filming. At least five

minutes passed. Finally, Bruette went off

the building and drifted over to a routine

landing in Market Square. By the time he

touched the ground, Houston police cars
had arrived on the scene.

Although they knew he had jumped
from the Texas Commerce Tower, the
cops could find nothing to arrest him for.
At last they led him to the building secu-
rity officers and informed them that there
were no charges. The building security
people kept calling higher-ups, trying to
get instructions. Then word came down to
file trespassing charges against the jump-
er. The police took Bruette down to the
station and booked him. That afternoon,
Smitty and the others bailed him out.

The BASE jumpers lay low pending the
outcome of Bruette's hearing. But Bruette
merely showed up in municipal court, en-
tered a plea of guilty, paid a fine of $75,
reclaimed the balance of his bond money,
and went home.

Smitty and Andy Smith immediately
started planning their next jump: a leap
from the Loop 610 bridge that arches over
the Houston Ship Channel. Here again
the challenge was not the altitude but the
lack thereof. The bridge was only 168 feet
above the water. That would make it the
lowest BASE jump yet attempted. The
fact that a disconsolate prostitute had
managed to kill herself by jumping off the
bridge a few years before attested to the

danger invoived. But Smitty figured that
if he and Andy relied on the static-line rigs
used by novice sky divers and para-
troopers, their chutes would open fast
enough to get them down safely. The
static lines would be attached to the bot-
tom of the bridge and would automatical-
ly pull the chutes open as the jumpers:
went off. Besides, by jumping from the
middle of the bridge, they could count on
the water’s breaking their fall.

Following what was becoming standard
operating procedure for urban BASE
jumps, the two Smiths asked some sky-
diving friends to photograph the event
and to drive the getaway cars. They also
arranged for a motorboat to be on hand
to fish them out of the water when they
landed. Then, in their first departure from
their unofficial policy of avoiding pub-
licity, the Smiths invited KPRC-TV and
radio stations KLOL and KTRH to wit-
ness the jump.

They went off the bridge at 8:30 in the
morning on Sunday, August 16, 1981. By
8:40, they were standing in bathmg suits
on the shore beside the getaway van,
toweling off the murky Ship Channel
water. KPRC-TV reporter Dana Millikin
stood beside them, thrusting a micro-
phone under their noses to record their
post-jump reactions. But before the
jumpers could get off the Port of Houston
property, a blue city police car pulled up
with its lights flashing.

As in the case of the Bruette jump, a
lengthy period of official confusion en-
sued. Then some Port of Houston security
officers showed up and advised the officer
on the scene that the port wished to charge
the jumpers with trespassing. Still dressed
in their bathing suits, the two Smiths were
taken downtown and booked for trespass-
ing on Port of Houston property and for
the additional offense of walking on a
freeway, which they allegedly did before
actually jumping off the Loop 610 bridge.
That afternoon, they each posted a $240
bond and were released.

n Labor Day weekend, while
the Smiths were out doing
some conventional skydiving,
they got word that someone
had just been hurt jumping the
Texas Commerce Tower: 25-year-old
Richard Davis of Austin. He had jumped
at about two-thirty in the afternoon and
had hit against one of the upper stories of
the building, knocking a piece of granite
off the facade that nearly hit some con-
struction workers on the street below.
Then he had drifted across the intersec-
tion of Milam and Capito! to bang into
the northern Pennzoil tower. Somehow,
Davis had proceeded down the north side
of the building and turned south along
Louisiana Street, only to crash into the
glass canopy above the lobby on the
building’s west side. He was rescued from
the shattered canopy by an emergency
unit and rushed to St. Joseph Hospital.



Rick Davis turned out to be lucky. His
injuries consisted of only a broken foot
and some facial cuts. Except for his sky
diver’'s ego, everything else was fine.
When Smitty visited him in the hospital
the next day, Davis still did not seem to
know what had gone wrong. He remem-
bered that his chute had opened facing the
building, the worst of all possible opening
directions. He remembered putting up his
feet to absorb the impact before he hit the
building. But the next thing he knew he
was lying in the hospital. Davis surmised
that he must have broken a steering line
because of the severe opening shock, but
he could not be sure until he examined his
rig. And that he would be unable to do for
some time, since his parachute was now in
the custody of the Houston police, who
were charging him with criminal mischief,
a felony punishable by t'~0 to ten years in
jail or up to $5000 in fines or both. Davis
" -d also been told that he had caused an
-.timated $10,000 in damages and might
face problems from the building owners.

Though Smitty and the other BASE
jumpers were glad that Davis had escaped
serious injury, they were highly critical of
him for jumping in the afternoon when
the winds were turbulent and a fair
amount of traffic was on the street. The
two Smiths had spoken with Davis on the
telephone briefly in the days preceding the
jump, but they did not know how well (if
at all) he had checked out the building and
tested the winds. More than anything,
they regretted that the Davis jump, unlike
all the previous jumps, had damaged
property. They felt certain that it would
cause a negative public reaction to BASE.

They were right. On September 19,
1981, in an editorial titled ‘‘No Sport in
This,"" the Houston Chronicle labeled the
building and bridge jumps a ‘‘dangerous
and unnecessary nuisance’’ and called on

~ enforcement agencies to treat them as
such. A short time later, Joe Svec wrote a
letter to the Chronicle’s ** Viewpoint®’ col-
umn, branding the building jumpers
*‘skydiving outlaws'’ who were ‘‘not rep-
resentative of the skydiving community as
a whole.”” Though Svec did not mention
BASE by name or refer to the fact that he
himself had jumped from E| Capitan, he
lamented the publicity being devoted to
the building jumpers while the United
States Parachute Team was being virtually
ignored by the media. The team, of which
Svec was leader, later won a world cham-
pionship meet against 24 other national
teams.

The day after the Chronicle published
Sved’s letter, Phil Smith and Andy Smith
went on trial in municipal court for the
charges related to the Loop 610 bridge
jump. The charges of walking on the free-
way were dropped when the prosecution’s
only witness failed to appear, but assistant
city attorney Danny Easterling went
ahead with the trespassing charges, basing
his case on the testimony of the arresting
officer and a Port of Houston security

guard. However, the defense counsel,
Walter Reaves, put Phil Smith on the
stand to testify that there weren’t any
fences or No Trespassing signs along the
waterfront from which the divers had
entered the port property and that their
entry had been made on Sunday, which
was visitors’ day. The jury deliberated the
case for more than two hours. Mindful of
Easterling’s closing argument that the case
should be used to discourage others from
attempting similar stunts, the six-member
panel leaned toward conviction. But the
jury also realized that the Port of
Houston had not posted the proper notice
to forbid trespassing. At 2:13 p.m. the
jury returned a verdict of not guilty.

efore they had left the court-
room, Smitty and Andy were
already’ whispering plans to
jump the Texas Commerce
Tower again the very next
day. As it happened, that jump had to be
postponed so that Smitty could watch
Nolan Ryan pitch the Astros past the Los
Angeles Dodgers with a no-hitter. But the
BASE jumpers continued to plan more
fixed-object jumps for the near future.
Although many of their jumps would re-
quire illegal or extralegal entries, they now
tried harder than ever to get official per-
mission for at least some of their projects.
Phil Mayfield, for example, wrote to
Texas Commerce Bank chairman Ben
Love requesting permission to jump the
tower on its opening day. Smitty wrote
West Virginia state officials for permis-
sion to jump the New River Gorge Bridge.
The letter writing produced some unex-
pected results. Although Mayfield never
got a response from the bank, Smitty did
manage to persuade West Virginia of-
ficials to let him jump New River Gorge.
On October 17, he and four other sky
divers made a total of thirteen successful
bridge jumps in West Virginia before a
crowd of 20,000 people. The BASE
jumpers also made 35 jumps off the
Crocker Center in Los Angeles. In the
meantime, however, the sport of fixed-
object jumping claimed another life when
a sky diver from Oklahoma crashed from
the Black Canyon formation in Colorado.
Despite the tragedy, Carl Boenish con-
tinued to promote BASE jumping with
mounting zeal. In a newspaper interview
shortly after one of the Texas Commerce
Tower jumps, Boenish had predicted that
BASE jumping would one day become a
recognized national sport and that within
five to ten years police departments in ma-
jor cities would routinely cordon off two-
block areas around selected buildings so
that up to fifty sky divers could make
jumps. Boenish now worked to make his
prediction come true by spreading the
gospel according to BASE wherever he
could sell or hand out copies of BASE
Magazine.
Boenish’s unflagging optimism not-
withstanding, all indications are that his

vision of a world of legal building jumps is
a pipe dream. Ben Love has told friends
that the jumps have provided free publici-
ty for his bank and has joked that while
bankers are usually the ones jumping out
of tall buildings, “‘our loan portfolio is
strong enough that we don’t have to do
that.”’ But he opposes the jumps. Mean-
while, Turner Construction Company of-
ficials have tightened security around the
building and have vowed to prosecute
trespassers with or without parachutes.
Criminal trespass has recently been
upgraded to a Class B misdemeanor
punishable by both a fine and imprison-
ment, which provides a stiffer deterrent to
prospective building jumpers than the old
law.

BASE has also incurred the opposition
of the United States Parachute Associa-
tion. ““The USPA regards all BASE jumps
as potentially very dangerous stunts which
are not a part of sport parachut-
ing,”” the USPA’s official statement
reads. ‘‘We urge our members not to par-
ticipate in this type of activity.”’

The USPA’s position leaves Boenish
undeterred. ‘‘They are officially recog-
nizing the difference between the two
sports, and we’re happy about it,”’ he
says. ‘‘I think it’ll add credibility.”’

What both sides_of the BASE con-
troversy repeatedly overlook is the possi-
ble redeeming social value of the fixed-
object jumps. By testing the lower limits
of parachuting, the BASE jumpers may
have opened new approaches to lifesaving
equipment for tall buildings. Two workers
were killed during the construction of the
Texas Commerce Tower because of falls
from high places. Had they been attached
to their work sites by static-line parachute
rigs, their lives might have been saved.
The BASE jumps may also have implica-
tions for preventing the Towering Inferno
nightmare of people jumping off the top
floor of a burning skyscraper to certain
death on the pavement in order to avoid
perishing in the flames. The Texas Com-
merce Tower jumps have shown that
chutes can be opened as low as forty
stories above the ground, a building
height becoming increasingly common in
Texas cities., If quick-opening parachutes
were stored at the top of a building,
evacuees might have at least a chance of
saving their lives,

Smitty, for his part, does not regard
BASE jumping as anything but a personal
obsession. One of his goals is to jump the
1454-foot Sears Tower in Chicago, which
is the tallest building in the world. But his
burning desire is to make ever lower and
more difficult fixed-object jumps. ‘*Last
year, we didn’t know we could jump a
building less than a thousand feet,’”’ he
says. ‘“Then we jumped a bridge that was
only one hundred and sixty-eight feet.
Who knows how low we can go? One hun-
dred and fifty feet? One hundred feet?
The only thing we know for sure is that
the ground’s the limit."”’ %
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SNAPS

After many successtul BASE jumps
by the boys from Sacramento, we were
besieged by » rash or bad openings.
Although these were not malfunctions,
they were nonetheless potentially
as dangerous. The openings consisted
of canopies opening facing backwards,
or with right ¢r left turns, For-
tunatcly, they all occurred while
Wwe were making bridge jumps.  You
can just imagine the possibilities,
had they happened while making a
building, antenna, or earth jump.
Aftor experiencing two consccutive
freoce-falls with openings consisting
or right turns, we decided to do
a little investigating, We found
that bevausc of the low speed of
the opening, it was very possible
for one of the snaps on the riser
flaps of the container to hang up,
cven if only for a second or two,
and cause a turn. We have since
mude 8 BASL jumps leaving the snaps
undone, with excellent results. So,
the word is: [F YOU HAVE A RIG WITH
SNAPS, LEAVE THEM UNDONE!

Blue Skies &
Forward Openings
Dennds Murphy
GIGHT Ua0E H4
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fContinwed from page 10)
en't too exciled aboul us being
there. But, in the end, all they did
was give us a licket for stopping on
a bridge.”

While Phillips. an Emerich
Manual High School grad, doesn’t
mind ialking about this, he did
admit not everyone in his group
wanteed his name used in this story
because BASF, is widely considered
an outlaw-{ype organization.

“I'm afraid we're going to get
into too much trouble before we
can complete all four jumps for
membership in BASE but we're
going to give it a try,” Phillips
promised “Next, we'd like to jump
from El Capitan, a cliff in Yosemite
National Park. About 500 persons
have made that jump but now it's
illegal.

“As “or the building jump, about
the only places this has been done
by BASE members is in Houston
and Los Angeles where | under-
stand they landed in streets. Maybe
we can find a skyscraper \all
enough in the Midwest.”

13

NEWSFLASH!

We got a postcard from Tim Mace
and Graeme Henderson. On the front
of the card are pictured four modern
bridges in the green countryside of
Austria. The postcard is stamped
"Innsbruck." The cryptic message
reads: 0845 30.12.81 Video and
photographs. A real nice one!

[f that means what we think it
means, congratulations!!! How about
sending us a picture or two for our
readers. “bd.
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