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The United States BASE Association is
founded for and dedicated to the safety.
advancement, and positive public image
of BASE jumpers and BASE jumping
throughout the world. Webster defines
‘‘association’” as ‘‘a body of persons or-
ganized for some common purpose.” The
acronymn BASE is derived from the
words: BUILDING, ANTENNA TOWER (any
tower or stack), SPAN (any bridge, arch,
cable or dome), and EARTH (any cliff or
natural formation). Every person who
makes at least one jump from each
category is awarded an officially recorded
BASE number. Each jump must involve
using a parachute as a life-saving device
which cannot be inflated prior to the
jump. The USBA publishes a list of all
known ‘“‘jumped” and ‘‘jumpable’’ BASE
sites. BASE Magazine strives to dissemi-
nate information, technology, experiences,
and opinions about BASE jumping ‘‘to
benefit all men, to harm no man.” Mem-

bership into the United States BASE
Association is extended to anyone inter-
ested in the concept of man jumping off
of fixed objects, an esoteric aspect of
man’'s age-old dream of self-flight. BASE
jumping is recognized as a sport, not a
stunt. Understanding the motivation be-
hind BASE jumping is perhaps only
reached through the gradual osmosis of
knowledge that ‘“man’'s birthright is free-
dom and dominion over all the earth.”
BASE jumping is but one of countless
facets of life which help inspire ali of us
to find, understand, and demonstrate this
birthright. For these reasons, '‘everybody
envies our ecstasy, but only those who
dare, can share it.”

e Happy are those who drcam drcams,
and are willing to pay the price to
see them come true, -

e ] DO NOT CHOOSE TO BE A COM-
MON MAN. It is my right to be
uncommon . . . if I can. I seck op-
portunity . . . not sccurity. I do not
wish to be a kept citizen, humbled and
dulled by having the state look after
me. I want to take the calculated risk;
to dream and to build, to fail and to
suceceed. 1 refuse to barter incentive
for a dole. 1 prefer the challenges of
life to the guaranteed existence; the
thrill of fuljillment to the state of calm
utopia. I will not trade freedom for
bheneficence nor my  dignity for a
handout. [ will ncver cower before
any master nor bend to any threat.
It is my heritage to stand erect, proud
and unafraid; to think and act for my-
sclf: enjoy the benefits of my creations
and to face the world boldly and say,
this I have done. All this is what it
means to be an American.

The man who knows “how” will al-

ways have a job; the man who knows

“why” will be his boss.

The hichest mountain peak receives

the light first, followed ceentually by

cren the entire valley at noonday.

e The man who puts aside perfection for
the sake of travel, get nowhere slowly;
but the man who puts aside tracel for
the sake of perfection, gets anywhere
instantly.

o Results need no excuses.

e What you identify with, and respond
to, you cxperience,

e In the sercice of good, giving
impocerishes and withholding
enriches.

e Anyone can tell you how many secds
an apple has, but who can tell you
how many apples a sced has?

e There is nothing cither good or bad,

but thinking makes it so.~Shakespeare.

One  man’s floor is anothcr man’s

ceiling.

necer
never
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LETTERS

21lo Carl,

This is to inform you that [ have sent
vorequest tor a legal Bl Cap jup to the
wk Superintendent, along with a letter
tating that T have waited two vears lor
smission, then finally received it, and
hen had it revoked three weeks prior to my
wunp date. [ also told them that ['d wait
wo more vears for pemmission, after which |
ime I'd kao the iump regardless of the cofi= -
equences also informed them that ['d
ake only picturcs and leave only footprints
vhere they belong) while in the park.

You were in Oklahoma when T made my first
ASC jump. [ went back a week later and made
y first night BASE jump. It was even better
han the day jump. There was complete darkness
xcept for the antenna lights. Watching them
ace bv was an incredible visual experience.

- I'm hooked! Here's a check for my \ub\Lllp'

‘n to BASE Magazine. Blue skies,

Idlry Wolfe,
Fall City, WA

WRONG CONCLUSION
(Reprinted from PARACEUTIST Magazine)

Recently, I read an article (in another
publication) about a new award called the
BASE award. To qualify, a person must jump
from a building, an antenna, a span (or bridge)
and an earth formation (or cliff). The award
was developed by Carl Boenish, one of our
sport's most respected representatives to
the non-jumping public as well as one of the
foremost advisers to USPA on the development
of rules governing jumps from E1 Capitan.

Skydiving suffers from bad press no matter
how hard we try to promote safety., The BASE
award will supply just one more opportunity
for the whuffos to point a finger and call
us irresponsible daredevils. Considering
the fact that no regulations have been published
to govern BASE jumps (other than El Cap),
hgw can we disagree? In fact, Boenish told
as in his article that his W1fe who had less
than 100 jumps and did not even qualify to
make demo jumps, has already qualified for
the BASE award! Granted, she probably received
superior training. Even so, what is to keep
anyone with a few jumps under hlS or her belt
from pursuing the award?

It is not my intention to deny any qualified
person the right to their "pursuit of happiness"
and the '"free spirit." All I am saying is
that we need to do a lot more analysis of
such a program before a lot of people "jump
to the wrong conclusion.” Rick Weinberg,

R T Birmmingham, AL

BASE+JUMPS NOT SKYDIVING

(Reprinted from SKYDIVING)

Just thought I'd cast my vote on the fixed-
object (bridge, etc.) jumps. Since I started
jumping in 1963, I always thought skydiving
was the art of flylng your body into a planned
formation, or turning on your axis in a 6.8-
second style jump.

I wish someone would explain to me what

falling off a mountain or jumping off a bridge
or tower or trestle have even remotely to

do with the fine art of flving vour body in
freetall. Butch Rubb

Swampscott, MA

ON BASE JUMPS
(Reprinted from SXYDIVING)

After reading Butch Rubb's letter and
having read and heard of similar publications
elsewhere, [ felt compelled to answer.

People who feel that BASE type jumps have
no place in our sport can't see bevond the
ends of their noses. Since when have airplanes
been the reason why we skydive? Most of the
people 1 know don't really care what they i~
step out of as long as they can make that
next jump without delay.

An airplane is merely an elevator. A platform
from which to skydive. A five second delay
is a five second delay whether you step out
of an airplane, or off of a bridge. It's
all freefall and ncither jump is less of a
skydive than the other.

As for making leaps from low altitudes,
that's the same choice evervone mikes when
they make their first jump. Some will feel
it's worth it and some won't.

Besides, fixed object jumps are fun and
a unique experience that you can't get at
your DI.

So our leaders should stop attacking these
kinds of jumps and start spreading knowledge
and information about them so everyone can
MAKE THEIR OWN CHOICE. In this sport, ignor-
ance promotes death and there is already too
much of both, Peter Hammond

Los Angeles, CA

WRONG EL CAP NUMBERS!

CGot your El Cap app a few days ago.
Unfortunately, it seems, the numbering
dilemma was never solved. The last time I
talked to Carl about this, he informed me
that the only number available was #377 which
I refused to accept on the grounds it was
not chronologically correct. Now the app
has assigned me number 389--which is even
worse. If the numbers cannot be assigned
in correlation with the date ed (not
the date you found out about the jump), then
the numbering system cannot be con51dered

; “acceptable, or valid. Therefore, it is with

regret that I have to decline'youx‘invitation
to buy a patch and certificate. :
Mom always said, "If you can t do it right,
then don't do it at all.”
Sincerely, Lelgh chb,

Los Angeles, CA

Dear Leigh Webb,

Yes, unfortunately there are several mistakes
in the chronology of the El1 Cap numbering sys-
tem:  Happily, it is only a few percent, though.
If there were no compromises made, no numbers




LETTERS CONTINUED

would have been issued to date, since there
are still a few who have not vesponded and
it would take litervally only one person to
hold up all the numbers. We feel our list
iz as good as is humanly possible, Some days
we would receive lists with different nunbers
of people for a particular day, let alone
a different exit order. Very often people
only knew about their two or three friends
with them and had no knowledge of even how
many others had jumped that day, let alone
who they were. What would you have done under
these circumstances? The National Park Ser-
vice has never kept a record of people, permits
and dates. We have checked with them on this
several times. If you have a better svstem,
we would love to hear about it. We agree
with your Mom, but phrase it a little differ-
ently: "Appreciate perfection, but don't
demand it, because it is there regardless."
Unfortunately, the skydivers' adage hits home
closer: "It you snooze, you losc.'" We all
. should be gratetul for evervthing we receive.
"We are enclosing an unnumbered E1 Cap patch
as a sample for vour perusal. Please returm
it when vou ave finished with it.
Respectfully vours, --Ed.
P.S.: Half Dome and Glacier Point numbering
systems arc still single digit and so far,
at least, are still perfectly chronological!

LETTER FROM JORMA OSTER, FINLAND

Dear Carl and Jean,

I have just returned from Trollveggen in
Norway where I made my second jump. There
have already been over 100 jumps from TW made
by 56 different jumpers. Now, when every
country's nationals are over, it is going
to be quite a busy place up there.

I also have some bad news for you. There
has again been another rescue operation with
4 helicopters and a lot of men (total cost
of the rescue operation was over $100,000
and lasted two days). Two German jumpers,

_ whom I met two days before their jump, took

- probably too long a freefall (12-13 seconds).
The first one hit the ground without having
time to use his reserve. According to the
people who saw the accident,his canopy opened
only partly. The jumper hit the snow first
and rolled under the ice and snow. It took
32 hours before the rescue group found him
ALIVE!!! He had hurt his back seriously.

His friend who jumped 25 minutes later had

a malfunction also but succeeded to use his
reserve. He was tangled into the mountain
and had to be rescued by helicopter. He was
safe after 12 hours. Two days before this
accident,one Swedish jumper broke his leg
after having twisted lines and hitting the
wall,

After all these accidents the press and
television was full with negative stories
against cliff jumping. The local police said
that it would be impossible to stop anyone
from jumping the Trollwall because the jumpers
were not hreaking any law. Also, the area
is too large for the police to guard. The
Norwegian Air Sports Association (NASA) soon
came to the spot and asked jumpers not to
junp from TW. Their authority is somewhat
limited. There has also been several Norwegian

4

jumpers who have jumped. There is also a
guestbook on the exit placce where jumers

can write their names. The Norwegians who
will lose their license if they jump, write
only in the book, "Novwegian." If the two
Gevmans had been Novwegians and had jumped

in secrecy, they probably would still be hang
on the wall without anyone ever knowing that
they had jumped. All previous Norwegians

had jumped in utmost secvecy without telling
anyone about their plans before the jump.

The NASA should realize that all coins have
two sides. The whole Trollwall area is enomm
and it would be very easy for a jumper to

get lost without leaving a track.

It has also been discussed that we should
make our own association as you have done.

I think we must do this very soon. This sol
tion would satisfy all parties. The Finnish
Air Sport Association has been watching jump
from TW and has made the announcement. that
it will not dismiss its members if they jump
from TW. The Finnish Association says that
it is better that they wash their hands of
the matter and say that they have nothing

to do with this kind of activity. So this
is about it regarding Trollwall this tiie,

Someone has made a cliff jump off a cliff
in Madeira, Spain. It did not go well. He
went up to the exit place by taxi with his
jumper friend. They both planned to jump.
The first one jumped first and had difficult
to get clear of the mountain. He touched
the mountain edge three times during freefal
and nearly hit himself into the stones. It
was pure luck that the guy is alive! The
mountain is not sheer for the first 150 mete
A group from Sweden visited the place also
but they decided not to jump. The Finnish
jumper who jumped and made it warns all othe:
jumpers not to try to jump from this place.
He jumped from TW this summer and was very
surprised about the long distance he had to
the wall when opening!

Enclosed is money for my EL CAP patch.
Please send it along to me. Hope to hear
from you soon and good luck.

High buildings and blue skies,

o Jorma Oster
Helsinki, Finl.

THE 1981 YOSEMITE CLIFE .JUMPING
SEASON -- AN EDITORIAL

According to reliable but unofficial sour
apparently there has been relatively little
activity in cliff jumping in Yosemite Valley
this summer, Even though '"hundreds' of skyd
claim that they would like to make the ''jump
of a lifetime,'" most have done little to mak
it a reality. A significant reason for this
trend, it is felt, is because this year the
World Relative Work Championships are being
held in Zephyrhills, FL, and "everybody' has
competition on their minds, as well as the
fact they the National Park Service has refu
to grant prior authorization this summer for
any cliff jumping to any persons, qualified
or not., Let's hope that thc 1982 summer sea
in Yosemite National Park is not a repeat

{cont. on page



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
P.O. BOX 577
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, CALIPORNIA 95389

IM REPLY LYPEA TO!

Wi Julv 1T, res

RAST Moy
Intted Stae BASE Association
LIt South Moaner Drive
Hawtherne, CA 90050

Dear Jean and Carl:

[t was goed to talk te both of vou vesterday Cluiv 13 about the May=
Tune 1981 tssue of BASE Magazine. Lo that issue vou iadieated that

Glacter Point ad Half Dome are jumpahle.  We had 10 injuries asso-
clated with the 1980 c1ivf-jumping program frem Bl Capitan,  Some of
those injurivs were estremely sertous, but fortanately me fatallties
esulted. T oehink that we would penerally agree that ¥l Cap is the

st jump o site. Mowever, Half Dome is bazardous, and Glacier Poinc
is extremely risky to the point of being foethardv, Of course. all of
this conjecture is academic because Yosemite ne longer has a cliff-
jumping progeam, Without a permit, we have to cite violaters under the
Powerless Flight cepulation in 36 Code of Federal Repulatlons, Section
2.36. This has a maxiaum penalty by o fine not exceeding $300 or by
imprisenment nat execeeding six months, or hetd.

Corle T hate to get inte this penalty stuff, but feel that the BASE
hampers shoald be infermed about what thev are actting into. Please
Advise them that f they jump El Cap between February ) oand August 1,
they will he disturbicg the Pereertn Faleons which are protected hy

the Endangered Species Act. This Act, which is covered under 16 United
srates Code, 15-31, has the penilty of o fine not exceeding $10,000, or
by fmpriscmment net exceeding one vear, or b Wow, Lhat is hesvy
duty! We would late to see any of our friends in the parachuting commu-
nity arrested for that offense, Hewever, we are committed to the respon-
sibility of piving the Peregrine Falcon tiw opportunity te nest and sur-
vive. This vear thev produced three fledzlings, and two of them are
practicing on the Face of El Cap today. This iz one of only two known
nesting sites of this wonderful raptor in the entire Slerra Nevada
meountaln range.

The reason that we have nhad to discontinue our cliff-jumping program
was a comhinotion of three facters, One was safety, Law ¢nforcement
was the sccond factor. Even with an organized program, many "free
splrits" in the parachuting community wanted te go ahead and do their
own thing. With 33 infractions of the cliff-jumping rules which we
wrote up topether, there were numerous court cases, lt required law
enforcement efforts at the same level that it would have taken to pro-
hibit the program in the first pilace. The third factor was the problem
of crowd and traffic control. Combined with the time of the office
staff, we simply couldn't afford this expenditure for 12 people per day.
Based on this, we had to shut the program down on September 9, 1980.
Given the present {evels of funding, about all we can do {s try to
control tllegal jumping in Yosemite togzether with all the other prob-
lems we have in running this place.

1 wm saddened at the prospect of being placed in an adversary role and
having to enforce our regulations in Yosemite against some of the many
fine people in the parachuting community that we met this last season.
We rcaily enjoy vou guys, but cannot take on the additlonal budgetary
or staffing commitment to a cliff-jumping program.

Sincerely vours,

Charles W. Wendc
Chief Ranger

Phil S. Maylield, President

United States B.A.S.E. Assoctation
1219 Moore Terrace

Arlington, Texas, 76010

(817) 265-9440

(214) J24-8117

Charles W. Wendz, Chief Ranger
Natienal Park Service

P.0.Box 577

Yosemite Naticnal Park
Calitornia, 95389

August 8, 1931
Dear Mr. Wende,

Thanks tar your reply to my recent request for permission to jump
ott one of the cliftfs in your beautiful park., [ was extremely disap-
pointed, however, to learn that my request had been denied. 1 am
somewhat perplexed by a few things which vou alluded to and would lik
clarificaction, please, on the following:

1.) Exactly what law prohibits descending from the cliffs of the

park to the valley below under airfeils or parachutes?

2.) By what sets of facts or figures did you determine that El Cap-

itan jumps are 'mot very safe" ? "

3.) why do you feel that Half Dome and Glacier Point are "extremel:
dangerous' to jump from?

4.) What tmpact has the cliff jumping by hang-gliding enthusiasts
had on your park (specifically regarding increases in manpower
and expenses directly or indirectly atctributable to this
activiey)?

The most exhilarating parachute jumps that ['ve made in over a
decade of jumping have been within the confines of your park. Since
my first El Capitan jump (which you signed off in my log book), I've
made approximately thirty jumps off of a total of eleven different
objects including three cliffs. I've learned that altheugh the concerr
conditions, and risks differ greatly from skydiving, cliff-jumping ca:
be done safely just as cliffs can be scaled safely and seemingly dan-

gerous slopes can be negotiated safely on skis. "Safery", after all,

is an abstract term the meaning of which is affected by variables
such as conditions, competence, and attitude. The awareness of
potential dangers is generally a strong enough deterrent to keep
sportsmen (and women) from biting off more than they can chew.
Rules and regulations are certainly an aid, but nothing can improve
safety in any endeavor more than education.

I certainly do empathize with your concerns about cliff-jumping
in Yosemite National Park and 1 happily offer my services to help
formulate a viable plan for this activity for the 1982 season...
one that will tax neither the manpower nor the funds of the Park
Service.

Many honorable and conscientious jumpers are being forced to
either forego the "jump of a lifetime" or make the jump illegally
(often under less than optimum conditions for the sake of secrecy).
Hopefully, with a carefully formulated plan, their situarion as

well as yvours will be ameliorated.

Sincerely,

FBlslfsea__

Phil S. Mayfield

NENSF LASH

KFWB News Radio repurted in wmid-July that 3 peregrin fal
cons had been spotted nesting atop some S-storyv highrisce
buildings in Jowntown Westwood Village, about 10 miles
from Los Angcles International Mirport, The peregrin
falcon is on the endangered species Tist and =
these birds have heen spotted nesting on the
Capitan in Yosomite Natienal Park during the
months of the lust couple of vears.




EDITORIAL CONTINUED (From p. 4)

i - . snture, including a "tunnel”
% Some people theorize that lots of letter ;ﬁg?lﬁdgttghiizf\;xrgu;h, calm “1§d~ on top
1 wrltlng will succeed in obtaining authorized - vind th
; and an unexpected 50 mph gale-force wind the
; cliff jumps in Yosemite Valley next summer. . ding
! last few hundred feet under canopy, including
H Others seem to feel that only constant ST ARSI hodv ins cad
{ PR . . S : . 30-foot tree landings for everybody instea
H de faoto cliff junping activity, with or without . A hite-water rapids
i "pemmits,' will persuade the NPS to listen ?t water 1nnd13g> into”“11de “ahel 1§§l >
! seriously to the cliff jumpers. Yet others some upset ‘Fe erd ﬁs’ ﬁﬁ ?uil’ Tic ‘Qore.
helieve that cliff jumping isn't illegal what- ¥° ve all dying to hear the full report,
socver in the first place because no one to om.
date has tested the legality of the Park's El. CAP JUMPERS

handling of all cases to date by fighting
a citation to the limit in the courts. The

twenty or so who have been "'convicted' of If vou have ever made a cliff jump from
unlawful "aerial delivery" have all plead £l Capitan and are interested in obtaining
Suilty because, among other various reasons, your officially recorded El. CAP number and
they didn't have the time, money, and/or incli- free ID card, please fill out the El Cap

nation to fight the complaint to the end of

appeals. The original complaints against

Boenish et ql which lasted over a year were

eventually dismissed on technical grounds

of unlawful governmental procedures.

Reliable but unofficial sources say that

as of the last week in August, 1981, about

12 cliff jumps have been made off of El Cap,
! ~—~nearly all or all at night. Two groups of
! two ecach have jumped off of Half Dome without
: incident. Delays averaged about 8 seconds
with the sliders being stowed up, with a 4,000
foot canopy ride. A square reserve at thls
site is more than desirable. One group of
! two apparently has jumped from Glacier Point.
It is described as an "advanced site' for
experienced, hard-core BASE jumpers only,
as the net sheer is only about 850 feet.
Separate passes were made with slider down
with a delay of 3 seconds maximum. The canopy
ride is about 2,900 feet.

Application form as found on page 7 of

this issue and mail it to USBA headquarters.
We currently have issued numbers up to approxi-
mately EL CAP No. 410. If you would like

to purchase the beautiful, 6-color EL CAP
patch (a Xerox copy of the patch is shown

in this issue but without justice to its

high quality), please send $12 for the patch
plus $2 for the individual mumbers embroidered
one-at-a-time on each patch, plus $1 for hand-
ling and shipping. If you would also like

to purchase a handsome 3-color wall certifi-
cate acknowledging the date of your first

E1l Cap jump and EL CAP No., please add $6

for the certificate and $4 for the custom
calligraphy (each certificate takes almost

an hour of preparation), plus $1 for handling
and shipping. The certificate measures

10X13 and is ideal for custom framing. If
you would like both the patch and certifi-
cate and apply for both at the same time,

In a sense, iromically, cliff jumping today a_special total price of $20 prevails, in-
in Yosemite is unre lateé, as many feel it cluding handling and shipping. Application
should be, assuming the prospective BASE jumper form completely filled out must accompany
isn't detected. In a sense, the present status all requests. Make all checks or money

quo automatically keeps the sites safe from . orders payable to "BASE."
the unqualified, would-be cliff jumpers. The :
unzealous, uninformed, and/or unqualified -
usually don't want to brave the ranger hastles
as well as the sometimes difficult elements
?gngagﬁ§3éy ggg gzggiiywzgegotih::gczgg §éé§§se Subscription to BASE Magazine is mqintgined on a
they have their goals and priorities firmly . . calendar-year basis only:_ BASE Magazine is published
in mind and they want to accomplish them at : every othe; month, or 6 issues per year at $8.00 per

fA\,ny cost, and this intense desire seems to year {foreign subscribers, plgase_add 38190 for air
be an important ingredient to success in a mail postage)}. If you subscribe in the first part of

BASE MAGAZINE - Calendar Year Basis

safi i j ; o ing detected. - the year, or Fhe latter, you will be slated to receive
;he:ec}tégeigmﬁsazlqslie:; 2otb:e;h§ hard- _ issues mumbering 1-6. If, for example, you subscribe

core, current, active and qualified ones anyway. Sooo. In April, 1982, you should be slated to receive issues
It's,sort of iike Darwin's "'survival of the mmbering 7-12. Everyone's renewal starts at the be-

fittest." # ginning of the next calendar year. Hopefully, BASE

Magazine will be regarded as a history and reference

source of BASE jumping throughogf the world and sub-
: scribers will want to hold on tdigheir back issues as

gg§§1€§:o§;2§;og% 2§:c§n¥?2§ ;Zr;géigu;?;sez L ~ a handy reference to their new spdrt; Back issues will

On the contrary, the USBA sincerely hopes S be reprinted as the demand arises.

that at least El Capitan and Half Dome will e :

be accessible to cliff jumpers during the

- d All of this is not to say that botH sides,
: the National Park Service and the United States

1982 summer scason with the blessings and e SUBSCRIBE now to BASE Magazine. You re-
close protection of the National Park Service. ceive 6 issues per year for 0n1¥ $8a30
Comments on this subject are welcome and : annually. Foreign orders, please a .
will be printed in future issues of BASE Maga- $8.00 for air mail postage. Send cash,
zine. --FEd. check, or money order to: BASE, 12619 S.

Manor Dr., Hawthorne, CA 90250 213 678-0163
ANCEL FALLS JUMPED

Name Phone
Last issue BASE Magazine reported that
Tom Bollinger et al from Phoenix, AZ had
made the first successful jumps from the STroot
sheer cliffs in Venpezuela. It is true. o
Tom has promised BASE Magazine a full-blown ..
City State Zip
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EL CAP NO.

YOSEMITE CLIFF JUMPER — EL CAPITAN AWARD

(Application)
( )
Last Name First Name Middle Name Phone Number
Street Address Occupation
City State Zip Code Date of First Jump (Airplane)
Sex Age Weight Height Birthdate Years Jumping
O Yes 0 No
Licenses and Awards USPA Member Number of Prior jJumps Y

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 1 hereby affirm that | made a cliff jump from El Capitan in Yosemite National Park and that 1
hereby request and apply for my officially recorded El Capitan number and I.D. card (with an option to purchase now or at a
" ter date an El Cap Patch and Ef Cap Wall Certificate):

Signature Date of Application
DETAILS OF FIRST EL CAP JUMP:
O AM. 3 Visual O Radio
0 P.M. mph mph [0 None 3 Other:
Date Hour Winds on Top Winds on Ground Communication to Ground
O Yes O No O Yes O No O Yes O No O Yes O No
jump No. Stable Exit Delay in Seconds Line Twists Face Wall Touch wWall
O Yes 0 No O Yes J No ] Yes 0 No O El Cap Meadow [J Other:
Malfunction Cutaway Touch Trees Landing Area
£ 0 Yes 8 No B Yes B No
3 Safe Landing Injury Describe Injury
i
&
{} Type of Main Canopy Type of Reserve Canopy Type of Release
3 = + +
. Total Number of People in Party Number Who Jumped On Top Who Didn’t Jump Number on Ground
3 0 Big Oak Flat  [J Yosemite Falls
O Tamarack [J Yosemite Creek [J Other:
Trail To Top Hours Hiking Up Pounds 1 Carried Up
3 0 Yes 0 Neo 0 Yes O No g Car 8 Air 0 Other:
; Used Sleeping Bag Packed Chute on Top Type Travel to Park Miles Traveled to Park
; O Yes 0O No O Yes O No O Yes 0O No
- Travel Just for This Jump : Days in Park ‘ . First Fixed Object jump Like To Jump E) Cap Again

COMMENTS include other El Cap luﬁ:ps (list dates, hours), otiler fixed-objects jumps (list the objects, locations and dales)f" and
comments in general about your experiences in cliff jumping at El Capitan:

NOTE: Please print your name exactly as you
wish it to appear on your wall certificate: -

U.S. BASE Association, 12619 S. Manor Dr.. Hawthorne, CA 90250 USA (213) 678-0163







Associate District Judge Paul Simmons shakes hands
with parachutists, Jane Mellow (left) and Lori Love
(right), after fining them 81 for trespassing for jumping
off Channel 8 tower.

Women parachute from

tower, land in jail

Two women visiting
Oklahoma to participate in
the U.s. Parachute
Association national
championships in Muskogee
got a first-hand look at the
law last Wednesday as they
made a little trip ta the
county jail.
~ Lori Love, 31, of Wichita,
and Jane Suzanne Mellow, 20
.of Yorkshire, England, were
arrested shortly after noon
after they floated by

parachute off the Channel the

Eight tower near Coweta.
Both women, their hands
blistered from the 1,700-foot

climb to make the jump, said’

the éxperience was well
worth the effort and gladly
paid the $§1 fine assessed
Love.

A trespassing. charge
against Mellow in the same
incident was dismissed
because the security guard
only told one of the women
they would be trespassing if
they climbed the tower.

The two women said they
had more than 1,000 jumps
between them and while they
found the experience
“beautiful” they wpuld not
recommend it for the inex-
perienced parachutist.

The women were not the
first persons to jump off the
tower, people have tried the
shint severil times before
and since the national
championships moved into
the area earlier this summer,
there haveheen an estimated
18 persons jumping from the
tower; one of the allest man-
raade structyres in the worid.

Five persons are. said to

have jumped from the tower
in pitch-dark Tuesday night
and seven others jumped
eariier in the week,

None of those were caught,
however.

Associate District Judge
Paul Simmons, who assessed
the $1 fine but suspended $27
in court costs, reprimanded
the two jumpers and they
said they also got a lecture
from the deputP who arrested

m.

Sadie Adwon, general
manager for KTUL, said the
tower jumps pose a ‘‘great
danger”” to these taking the
dive and security at the site
will be increased to prevent
further incidents.

Love and Mellow said the
hardest part of the jump was
the climb, they began their
climbing about 6:30 a.m. and
it took them until abbut noon
to reach the point where the
tower begins narrowing. That
point is about 500 feet higher
than the top of the Empire
State Building in New York
City.

The women were almost at
their jumping point before
they were spotted. “‘By that
time, it was too late to stop
us, "’ Mellow said.

Winds and body momen-
tum carried the women away
from the tower to a point
about a quarter-mile away.
Meliow  jumped first,
followed by Love.

They said the Channnel
Eight tower has a reputation
asbeing one of the best jumps
around. "It was a challenge,”
Mellow said. *'But I certainly
wouldn't do it again."

Skydivers leap

from TV

COWETA (AP) — A television
tower soaring 1,909 feet into the east-
ern Oklahoma sky presented a *‘per-
sonal challenge,” said one of two
women who parachuted from near
the top of the tower.

“It was a personal challenge —
something that you have to do for
yourseld,” Jane Suzanne Mellor said
after the unauthorized feat
Wednesday.

Mellor, 20, of Yorkshire, England
and Lori Love, 31, of Wichita, Kan.,
were exhausted but unhurt after the

jump.

It required a five-hour climb, in-
cluding rest stops during which the
women sipped orange juice, to reach
the 1,700-foot level of one of the tal-
lest transmission towers in the
country.

Upon drifting safely to earth, the
women were arrested by deputies
alerted to the attempt.

“We received a severe warning,
which of course we deserved,” Mel-
lor said. ,

As many as 15 other parachuusts‘
attending the U.S. Parachuting As-
sociation national championships in
nearby Muskogee have jumped from
the tower in recent days but were not
apprehended, Meilor said.

WAGONER COUNTY deputies,
summoned by a security guard for
Tulsa television station KTUL-TV,
arrested the two women on a misde-
meanor trespassing complaint.

Love was fined $1 while Mellor
was released with a warning.

Deputy Thomas Powell said au-
thorities watched for about two
hours as the two women, clad in
jumping coveralls and wearing the
10-pound parachutes, made their
way up the tower.

When he arrested them in a
nearby field, Powell said ‘it was a
rea) shocker’ to find they were
women.

The skydivers first saw the tower
while flying from Muskogee to Tulsa
and decided to jump from it, Mellor
said. Coweta is about 20 miles south-
east of Tulsa. The tower is in an
isolated area of treeless flelds.

“Just to do these things once in a

~—There it stood, 1,909 feet high
and gleaming in the early morning
8un. Jane Suzanne Mellor and Lorl
Love escaped notice until they were
at the end of their climb up the
KTUL-TV tower in Wagoner,Okla.,
and jumped. “It took us iive hours to
climb the bloody thing.” safd Mel-
lor, 20, of Yorkshire, England. “I've
got plenty of blisters on my hands.”
The women, both experienced sky-
divers with more than 1,000 jumps
between them, had been at a para-
chute meet at Muskogee, “Anytime
you get a bunch of jumpers togeth-
er, something is bound to happen,”
Mellor said. Deputy Sheriff Tom
Powell said he saw the women jump
and parachute to earth, drifting
some distance from the tower. He
followed them in his pickup and ar-
rested them. Judge Paul Simmons
fined Love, 31, $1 for trespassing; he
fet Mellor go because she hadn't
been warned not to climb the tower,
—JENNINGS PARROTT
LA Times

[RVIE
7-15.§!

tower

while, as long as you're sensible and
it's given the proper precautions —1
think it can become a valid part of
the sport,”’ Mellor said.

SAIDIE ADWON, general man-
ager of KTUL-TV, said television
station officials called authorities
after being notified by security per-
sonne] because ‘‘we were pretty
concerned.’’

*“There are guywires and there is
power going to the tower. It would
take a foolhardy person to do it,”’ the
television official said. **We will in-
crease our security because there is
great danger.”

Mellor said the two women dis-
cussed the feat with jumpers who
already had done it, then arrived at
the tower with a pilot friend at 6:30
a.m. to begin the climb.

“We would kind of rest on the side
of the ladder. It was quite hard on
the arms, and I have a couple of
blisters on my hands,” Mellor said.

Temperatures rose to nearly 100
degrees, but the climbers weren't
bothered by the heat because “‘there
was quite a breeze,”” Mellor said.

When the women arrived at the
1,700-foot level, where the tower
begins narrowing to a point, Mellor
said she jumped first.

“I didn't want to be left there on
my own,” she said.

THE SKYDIVERS leaped from
the tower one at a time and delayed
three to five seconds before pulling
the ripcord to deploy the rectangular
parachutes favored by sport
jumpers.

The canopies opened at about 1,500
feet, lower than the 2,000-foot mini-
mum observed by skydivers.

The women landed without inci-
dent about one-half mile away and
were taken into custody.

TOWER-DIVE
SILHOUETTE

The beautiful 'Tower-
Dive Silhouette" half-
tone artwork appear-
ing on the opposite
page is presented to
BASE Magazine readers
by David Floyd of
Minneapolis, MN. He
took a straight photo-
graph of a recent

tower dive using a
long lens. and made it
into a piece of artwork
by making successive
high-contrast copies
of the shot over and
over again until
everything was either
black or white. Thanks
for your effort, David.
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 welcoming party began to arrive, and upon.

space than I expected, the gu)r wires 11tera11y
. posed na problem at all.

™ all around, we were set free, with promises::

gtxmeweweremtown

MORE LETTERS

TWO WOMEN JUMP KTUL ANTENNA TOWER

Dear BASE Magazine,
Enclosed please find newspaper clippings

~about my recent tower jump. I heard we also

made the London papers.

On the subject of publicity and criticism,
I have what probably sounds like a dumb question,
but what approach do you use to the general
public to convince them we're not all crazy?
Having claimed to be from Wichita (I lived
there for the past year), I went back after

- the jump for a few days to visit friends,
‘-and was literally bombarded by the news media

(telev151on, newspaper and radio) for inter-
views, etc. I've never been very good with
whuffos and I didn't want to do BASE any harm,

: ~ so I turned them all down. Could I have been'
- more help by talking to them? '

A couple more things: I heard or read

" that you have a list of all jumpable objects

or places or some such thing; if so, can I
have a copy? The tallest thing I can find
anywhere around here is a 1,000 foot smoke
stack, and I doubt that will work.
As per your request, here is my personal
account of what happened on the tower jump:
"Arriving on site around 6:30 AM, our trip

‘ - to the base of KTUL's TV tower was umeventful,

and we soon began the climb. This brought

* two surprises: one, the majority of the stress

is put on one's hands, ams, and shoulders
(things like push-ups and pull-ups would be
good tower climbing exercises), and two, due:
to the ladder's rough surface, gloves are

an absolute necessity. We each had a can

of Gatoraide, which was nice, but even in
jumpsuits and rigs, heat was no problem, proba-

- bly due to a rather strong wind.

T"After some 3} hours and 1500 feet, the

reaching the top, it had grown to six cars:
and a pick-up, all of which appeared to be
there for the duration, so we jumped

" was definitely worth the effort, and: (my fr1end's)
- instructions worked perfectly facmg downwind, -
 pilot. chute in hand, junp straight up and

- down as into a pool, three-second delay, watch .

deployment, immediate back risers: 'y . . and
another surprise! There was so much more

. "Shortly after landing, we were taken back
to the tower by the local police, who after.
a few name- and-age type questions, let us

the only illegality was "trespassing after
being forbidden." Un.fortmxately, I had been
forbidden, having been there a few:days earlier
to "‘check it out,'" so they felt duty-bound

to fine me: one dollar, court costs suspended.
After another photo session, and congratulations

to stop by, as opposed to drop in, the next
this hel

HOW TO JUMP KTUL's TOWER LEGALLY

gscorted to headquarters, where 1t was determined’

. towers clearly have; the legal and moral r1ghtz&

Dear BASE Magazine,

I live very near the famous KTUL Channel 8
TV tower just outside of Tulsa, Oklahoma which
stands some 1740 feet tall--erected back in
1965. Mumerous BASE jumps have been made
from it over the last six months or longer,
even though the first jump was made from this
tower way back in 1970 under a cheapo 28-foot
round canopy.

Anyway, I recently had conversation with .
the TV station management about the possibility
of making authorized jumps off their tower
by qualified BASE jumpers. They suggested
that I send them a formal letter requesting
such permission and that they would consider
it. Right after the National Parachuting
Championships, I wrote them such a letter
and they were responding favorably to t
idea. Then, two girls climbed up the tower
without permission, jumped off and were caught.
Even though they were fined only $1.00 by
the local judge, the station management took
a dim view of the occurence. They have recently
posted two 24-hour guards and have installed
cameras watching the tower. They also have
indicated that they would prosecute anyone
caught attempting to climb the tower without .
authorization. They also have asked me to
advise anyone thinking about jumping the tower:
not to do so.

Carl, I think we still have a good chance ‘: -
to make some authorized jumps from this and
other nearby towers. (For your information,
there are reported to be over 100 TV antenna
towers in the United States alone over 1,000
feet tall.) I told the management that I :
would use experienced jumpers, sign waivers,
and even do extensive film work of the jumps
and let them have free access to these movies -

to promote their tower and TV station. In

considering my proposals, they felt that if

they were to make a promo out of this film,
it probably would influence others. to make
the jump without authorization and thereby :
just make their whole situatiom wo
better!

Where do we go. from here? -

Before we attempt to draweahy
u;lms‘ ‘about the dilemma, let:

will determine the ultimate solutmns 1f )
correct logic is utilized. : ‘
" First of all,; it certainly is noble and
legitimate that men and women should dream.

of Jumpmg off such majestic monuments to
man's technological achievements as 1700-foot
TV antenna towers. The fact that men-and
women can jump from these towers at all is,

in certain senses, even a greater technological
achievement than the towers themselves!

Second of all, the owner or owners of such

£

0w

govern theu-

o):érty as _they so.
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Up to 4 parachute from tower here

Building owner, chute expert take dim view of leap

By MARGARET DOWNING

misdemeanor offense of trespassing, was
Peat Reperter

released later Sunday on $203 bond.

Fortune sald Bruette told officers
three other men jumped before he did,
but police never located the other
parachutists.

Another man was standing nearby,
filming the descent, Fortune sald, but
officers were not able to catch him
either.

Bruette, an avid amateur parachutist,
told ofticers he and his frlends came to
Houston from Sulphur and camped out
overnight on top of the bank building be-
tore making their early-morning leap.

“The unit just happened to be driving
by and saw him floating down,"’ said Lt.
Jerrial Crutcher. The lleutenant said
Bruette oftered no resistance when
arrested.

Bruette gave several different reasons
for. making the jump, Fortune sald. One
wa- that he hoped to make a tilm about
the safety of parachuting. He also told

officers he was doing it "for the chal-
lenge,” Fortune sald.

Asked it he was surprised to see the
parachutist, Fortune said, '“No — I've
seen everything.”

Bruette, reached at his home Sunday,
relused to discuss the leap.

Security guards for the bank building
refused to discuss how the four para-
chutists made it to the top and stayed
there without detection. But police said
the guards are charged with protecting
lower-level doors and windows, not the
top of the bullding.

The guards were not amused, police
added.

““They had a guy go off on a . . .
hang glider a while back,” Fortune ex-
plained, ''and they kind of wanted to dis-
courage that.”

Jim Bosler, project manager with
Gerald Hines Interests, the developer.
and ¢wner of the tower, said his compa-
ny h.,” a very negatlve reaction: "Turn-
er (Ldnstruction Co.), the general con-

tractor, does everything it can to keep
people safle. Workers wear safety beits.
It would have been a terrible tragedy I
something had gone wrong."

Bosler sald his company had “heard
rumors of the hang gliding . . . about
three months ago, but they never caught
anyone.”

Bosler sald Hines Interests is "‘not
golng to press charges" in Sunday's incl-
dent, but he hoped publicity about the
dangers of such a jump will discourage
others from a similar leap.

Mike Smith, manager of Spaceland
Parachute Center, had a similar view of.
the Sunday tower jump: "It’s nol sanc-
tioned by my organization or by the
United States Parachute Assoclation.

“Normally, we tell people to open
thelr parachutes above 2,000 teet,'*
Smith sald. ¥Working with low altltudes
and very little time, thev would have:
been In trouble If some .ng had gone

Sunday morning, at least one man
and perhaps as many as four, para-
chuted off the top of the T5-story Texas
Commerce Tower onto the grounds of
Tranquillity Park, Houston police said.

According to what 30-year-old De
wayne Bruette told police when they ar-
rested him, he and three buddies came
all the way from Sulphur, La., to make
the jump.

The 1,049-toot structure on- Maln
Street Is proudly bilied as the tallest
bullding in the Southern United States.

“It wasg a pretty sight. It was just the
wrong place,” sald Officer J.B. Fortune.

Fortune and his partner, M.R. Fur-
stenfeld, were patroliing the downtown
sector around 8:3 a.m. when they saw
Bruettg Noat by them, dangling from a
blue-an 4-white parachute,

Bruette, who was charged with the

His chute failed to close

One of four skydivers arrested after leap
from atop 75-story downtown building

Look, up in the air! It'sabird! It's a
plane’

No, it's just a bunch of people para-
chuting off the 75-story Texas Com-
merce Bank A
Tower in down- :
town Houston.

That's right.
Sunday morn-
ing, four men in
parachute out. '3
fils leaped off
the 1.049-tout-tull 8
building, tallest B
in the country [
west of the Mis-
sissippi River. & _

" "All four es- o
caped upharm- Bruette
ed. But one didn't escape police.

Dewayne Bruette, 30, of Sulphur,
La., a suburb of Lake Churles, was
charged with criminal trespass. But a
spukesman for the developer of the
butlding. which 1s still under construc-
tion, said a request will be made to
drop the charges

Just what motivated the men re-
mained a mystery. Patruolmen who ar-
rested Bruette moments after he and
his fellow daredevils jumped about
8:30 am. sad he faled to give any
plausible reasun. And when he later
emerged from police headquarters
after posting 3203 bond, Bruette offer-
ed reporters only a wide, silent grin.

About the only explanation that po-
lice and observers seem willing o ac-
cept was the one that one of the
jumxers told a witness:

"We're crazy.”

But whatever the reason. the feat
was certainly well planned. Each man
wore the proper parachuting equip-
ment, including helmet, and first sent
out streamers to determine the wind's
dtrection.

“As far as parachuting goes, they
weren't nuts,” said Otficer M.R. Fur-
stenfeld, who arrested Bruette in a
park two blocks north uf the building,
bounded by Texas, Milaum, Capitol and
Travis. ~They were just nuts for trying
"

Witnesses said the men planned out
their escape — nouny that getaway
cars awalted the three whe eluded po-
lice. The men, the witnesses said. even
stationed photographers, one inside

the building on the 47th floor — report-
edly posing as a gity building inspectlor
— and one on the street, to record the
event.

Bruette, the last to jump, apparently
was unable to roll up his chute in time
to get into his getaway car, witnesses
said.

When he was arrested, Bruette did
say he and the othurs sneaked into the
building during the mght. A spokes-
man for SETEC, a security patrol as-
signed to the building, said two guards
were on duty but that it would still be
easgy to shipin.”

Once 1inside, the men apparently
walked up 75 lights and prepared for
their morning leaps — which provided
an astounding sight for the drowsy
construction workers arriving for the
morning shift.

BY JONATHAN DAHL
Chronicle Staff

1 fooked up. and there was this guy
floating down 1n @ parachute,” recall-
ed David McCartney, 36, of 5609 Nita
Lee, sull shaking his head. "It was
fantastic to watch, excited the hell out
of me.”

He added, 't was worth coming to
work today. They dun’t even have 10
pav me."”

Witnesses said the first two men,
wearing bright orange suits, simul-
taneously jumped from the north, or
Texas Avenue side of Lhe building.
After falling about 20 fights. their
multicolored chutes began to unravel
and they floated in different directions
— one north, over the Chronicle build-
ing to Old Market Square, a small park
two blocks away, and one west o~
wards Tranquility Park.

A third man, also in an orange suit,
jumped from the same side and landed
in Old Market Square. Bruette then
took his turn. heading north as well.

Ofticer Furstenfeld said he and his
partner, J.B. Fortune, were heading
south on La Branch, a few blocks
away, when they saw people looking
up.

It was a prelty interesting sight.”
Furstenfeld noted.

He said he followed Bruette's flight
path and found him standing inside Old
Market Square, dressed in a white
parachute suit and holding a bright
blue and whate rolled-up chute.

Furstenfeld said Bruette, a muscu-
lar, blund man, first tuld nm he was
ejecting from a hot-air balloun that

One of 4 skydivers
seized in tower leap

was falling apart. He laler said he
jumped to demwonstrate that construc-
ton workers on such tall structures
should have parachutes for safety rea-
suns.

Since construction began on the
Texas Commerce Tower in November
1978, two wourkers have tullen o their
deaths from scaftolding.

Mrs. Prudence Burns, chairman of
an annual fair in Sulphur, said Bruette
belongs to a group of skydivers and
performed at the fair, duing target
skydiving She said she believes heis a
cunstruction worker.

Ofticer Furstenfeld said there was
not a scratch on Bruette. The only
hurt was his pride,” he said.

Furstenteld said charges were filed
against Bruette at the request of the
securny guards for SETEC, but Jim
Bosler. a spukesman tor Gerald D.
Hines Tnterests, the bulding’s develop-
er, sid a request would be made to
drop the charges, because we don't
think it would prove snvthang

He did sav. though, that “oar atty
tude would be ditterent” o a simaliar
stunt were repeited We don't hike to
see people Jumping from our build-
ing.”" Bosler said

Police sind they have no record of
anyone ever dong this belore frum

any building here.



Several chutists have leaped frcm tower here

made by 10 different people on nine dif-
:-nt days,” :lfi the 20-year-old Mayfleld, a sales-
man who lives in Arlington, near W
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, Maytield said.
1 don’t know why Dewayne waited,” he added.
Curtls Johnsen, a Houston pllot and amateur
, happensd to be at the first jump in
January and took pictures of the parachutists.

“They're just guys who do it for kicks,” Johnsen

said.
m-uuumm.chmmm
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of adverse weather conditions, the “‘mission’ would be

which work. ,
“‘lu‘:ym seven people in the whole world ' in-

cluding himself, Mayfield sald, who have made para-

chute jumps from each of the four BASE categories.
Sunday, Bruette became that seventh person, May-

mgn:‘du;)'v'l project almost didn't come off, Mayfieid

“@m particular project was postponed three times
over the last two or three months,”” Mayfleld sald.
Jumping from a building or other stationary object,
with its added risk factor, provides a thrill that no
longer comes from mere skydiving, Maytleld sald.

“My first jump off anything stationary was last
summer oft El Capitan, a 3,000-toot clitt in Yosemite
Natlonal Park. I always wanted w jump a building,"”
Maytield said. “It there was a legal bullding to juran,
1 would have pald money to do \t;:ga)ly, but sinve
there's no legal place, we compromised.

“We dldngt t.lrrow things off and try to hit people.
We didn't hurt anyone. We just tried to make a clean
getaway.”

Mayfleld was concerned about the image his group
will receive since Bruette was apprehended and ar-
résted for trespassing after his jump. He stressed that
all- BASE members are veteran jumpers and are ex-
tremely careful in all their parachuting.

“It’s more dangerous to jump off that butlding than
making a skydive, but I feel like it's sate,” Maytleid
said. “I've got two kids and 12 plus years of safe
skydiving. I have no death wish.

“It's not for everybody. A lot of skydivers shoyld

not make jumps like this,” Maytieid said.
No one was ever hurt in any of the jumps, Mayfield
said, and he himself made three stand-up landings.

‘We'd like to stay away from the sensationalism,’”
he said. ““The only reason I'm talking to you now Is
because Dewayne got arrested.

“Since we did tinally get caught, I doubt we'll be
able to get up there (Texas Commerce Tower) again,”
Maytield said. ,

Still, he retused to disclose the detalls of-how the
parachutists made their way to the top of the tower
without detection, saying, “T've got friends that
would dearly love to jump off the building.”

BY JONATHAN DAHL

Man claims he made tower jump,
says at least 9 others have done it

and MIKE CINELLI
Chronicie Staff

off the 75-story Texas Commerce
Tower on Sunda{ says at least 10 indi-
viduals have pulled off the same stunt
— some more than once.
Phil Mayfleld, 29, an electrical engi-
neer living in Arlington, admitted he
::‘ht:m of the four wmiedpedm in
ight parachute outfits, leaped from
the 1.049-foot-tall building, the tallest
the Southwest. :

Monda, r:rht “It turns me on.”
Mayl‘e said he has watched sever-
al people leap from the
shaped structure, still under construc-
tion in downtown Houston, and can
document “at ieast" 10 others.

He also said he himself performed
the stunt twice in January — once dur-
ing the day. once at night.

*‘Even though it might sound crazy,
“iddo know what we're doing,” he
sa

Although the jump Sunday came off
without a hitch, one of the jumpers —
Dewayne Bruette, 30, of Sulphur, La.
~— hit a slight snag upon landing. He
was arvested and charged with erimi-
nal trespessing.

One of the four men who parachuted

“We did it just for fun," he said

“ Bruette, now back home in Sulphur,

a5 lodzwsnld he wants all the hoopla to
n.

die

“It was a beautiful jump,” Bruette
said. He noted, however, that the es-
cape wasn't quite what he had plan-
ned. “I kinda blew that. didn't 17"

Bruette, a 13-year veteran of para-
chuting with 3.000 hours *in the air.”
revealed little of his reasons for the
jump. “People do things for different
reasons. | satisfy myself when I
jump.”

Asked if he climbed 75 fl

ts- of, -
stairs to get to the fump site, E"mw
said, “I can't imagine any other way™™

to reach it.
Parachuting officials say such dare-

deviiing gives the sport of sky diving &
bad name. o

‘People begin to think that all sky

divers are like these people,” said Joe |

Svec, a national director for the 17,500
member U.S. Parachute Association.
He said he fears that more parachut-
ists, including unqualified ones, wili
attempt the same stunt.

Robert Fulks, co-owner of the Hous-
ton Skydiving Center. agreed. *‘What
they (the four Supday’ did was a poor
example,” he said. “If young sky
divers try to commit the same act.

organization — known as BASE.

on a California-based cirematogra-
pher than the jumpers.

They said Carl Boenish of Photo-
Chuting Enterprises in Hawthorne,
Calif., been convincing parachut-
ists to let him film their jumru — free
of charge — and has been selling these
flims to parachuting enthusiasts for
hundreds of dollars.

They said Boenish made the same
arrangement with Sunday's parachut-
ists

Mayfleld refused fo say whether
Boenish did the actual fiiming, but did
say a.film was going to be pieced to-
gether from all the ju
Commerce Tower. The Mayfield
said, will help promote & new, highly G
unusual and controversial parachuting | . i

To qualify as a member, he said,
members must jump from four fixed
objects — building. antenna, spatt and
earth (or cliff), which form the acro-
nym BASE. So far, only seven people
have qualified, he added.

*“It's a different sport than sky div-
ing.”” Mayfleld said. “It involves a lot
more risks because of the low alti-
tudes.”

Parachuting officials, though, have
labeled BASE a “bandit” organization
because their jumps are illegat.

someone’s going to die.™ it
Fuiks arﬁognvsecoplmg_’?f&m blame
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A new sport? |
Parachutists praise tower’s jump-worthiness;
foes say practice dangerous, publicity resented

By MARGARET DOWNING
Post Reporter

Carl Boenish and his
wife, Jean, regard the practice of para-
chuting off buildings, television station
antennae, bridges and clilfs as ‘‘the
birth of a new sport.”

They think the Texas Commerce
Tower i» a great building and Tuesday
Boenish compiimented it as being ‘‘one
of the highest we'li ever find and it has a
:'eally nice place (Tranquiility Park) to
and."”

BOENISH SAYS HE knows this be-
cause he and his wife have not oniy
jumped from the downtown tower, but
over the past five months have filmed
other parachutists as part of a film they
may make and sell about the wonders of
this special brand of parachuting.

“We're not trying to flaunt anything.
We're just very grateful for the build-
ing,” Boenish said. “‘It's a monument to
mankind.”

Boenish said he believes the practice
of parachuting off stationary objects will
catch on in popularity over the next few,
years and hopes that soon officials will’
okay these now outlawed jumps.

“LAST YEAR I preflicted that within
five to 10 years every morning between 6
and 8 a.m. the police will cordon off a
two-block area and 50 skydivers will be
permitted to take the elevator to the top
(of a building) and after showing them
their permit, will jGmp off every 60 sec-
onds,”’ Boenish sald Tuesday when con-
tacted at the national parachuting com-
petltion going on In Muskogee, Okla

Sunday, the Boenishes were filming
the jump made by four men who para.
chuted from the top of the 75-story Texas
Commerce Tower. In anywhere from a
month to a year from now, those shots
may be made into a documentary film
and sold commercially, Boenish said.

There are some people who may not
be too happy about seeing that fiim.

TUESDAY, OFFICIALS with Turner
Construction Co., general contractor in
charge of security for the under-con-
_struction Texas dmmerce Tower, were
vowing ‘“‘prosecution’’ if there is any
repetition of Sunday’s unauthorized leap.

Dick Corry, spokesman with Turner,
said his company had not been aware
there had been not one, but several
jumps trom the tower since January, but
wants the practice stopped.

Turner has increased security to try
to ensure there are no more jumps,
Corry said.

"“There are flve entrances to the
building. We will lock up three of them
and post & guard at the other two during
non-working hours.”

ORIGINALLY THE entire bullding
site was fenced off, Corry said. "‘As we
have been getting ready for occupancy,
we've been removing sections of the
fence. We counted on the fence before
{for security).”

Sunday, the parachuting missions
were uncovered when a cruising patrol
car spotted the last of the jumpers, 30-
year-old Dewayne Bruette, as he made’
his way to earth on his first jump ever
oft the tower. Bruette was subsequently

Sunday, Juty 26, 198t

arrested on a misdemeanor trespassing
charge and released on $205 bond.

Turner has said it will not press
charges in the matter, but Bruette still
faces arraignment in July before the
charge can be dismissed In his case, au-
thoritles said Tuesday.

ALTHOUGH BRUETTE stood the
heat of publicity alone on Sunday, by
Monday, other parachutists were ready
to confirnr that there had been several
Sunday morning jumps off the 1,049-foot
tower since January — most of them
made in the pre-dawn hours to avoid
detection.

Members of a group known as BASE
(Building, Antenna, Span and Earth)
Divers Association had been coming to
Houston from throughout the United
States to jump off a bullding here, Phil
Mayfield, the president of the maverick
group sald.

Boenish and his wife are proud mem-
bers of BASE Divers, even though the
organization has been denounced by
some parachutists as a ‘‘bandit group”
comprised of lawbreakers and irrespon-
sible daredeviis.

BOENISH HAD NO hesitation about
identifying ‘‘the seven people in the
worid” who have made successtul jumps
in each of the four BASE categories.

‘“Number one is Phil Smith (of Hous-
ton) and No. 2 is Phil Mayfield (the
BASE president from Arlington, Tex.),”
Boenish said. ‘“Jean Boenish and Carl
Boenigsh are No. 3 and No. 4, No. § is
Mike Perron from Sacramento, Calif.,
No. 6 {s Sammy Ramos from California
Clty, Calif., and No. 7 is Dewayne
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75-story jump photographed

Man who parachuted off

building quietly pays fine

Bruette.”

“It's analogous to bicycle racing,’
Boenish said of his practice of parachut
ing off buildings. *“The reason we do thi
is to have fun. We don't want publicity."

Why was the Texas Commerce Towet
80 easy to get into? ¢

*‘Because it's under construction and
because it's easily accessible)’ Boenist
said. “‘Originally, there were ng signs tc
say ‘no trespassing.’

ROBERT FULKS, co-owner of the
Houston Skydiving Center, is one local
parachutist who does not applaud the
exploits of the BASE Divers,

‘A first jump student makes his jump
from 2,800 feet and their canopy will be
open by 2,600 feet. These people (BASE
Divers) jump from 1,000 feet and their
canopies don'’t open until 800 to 850 feet.
This gives them a reduced amount of
reaction time.”

Fulks said the daredevil divers are
“betting on the parachutes opening first
time everytime.

“DESPITE THE FACT that parachut-
ing equipment is much improved . . .
it's stlll man-made. No one should bet on
that. They’re playing Russian Roulette.
An expert should have his pack open at
10 less than 2,000 feet.”

He resents the publicity accorded the
BASE Divers. v

“For years we've been working to
build up an image that our sport was s
safe sport . . . in the last couple years
we bave really Jost a lot of ground be-
cause of the ‘That’s Incredible’ syn-
drome. It's really set the sport back.”

the top of the 75-story Texas Commerce
Tower June 28 has quietly pleaded guilty
to criminal trespassing and been fined $75
plus $3.50 court costs.

DeWayne Bruette, 30. of Sulphur. La..
entered the plea in Municipal Court No. 8
before Judge Angel Fraga.

~He was there only about 10 to 15 sec-
onds. and then he just took off.”” Fraga
said.

I dldn’t even know he was the guy.”
Fraga said. "I wish I had known whe h
was. I would have given him a chance to
explain what happened. [ wanted to ask

usity standpoint.”

~ A Louisiana man who parachuted off ‘

- him some questions about it. from a curt- "

Fraga said his clerk later mentioned -

who Bruette was. The judge declined to
speculate on whether he would have
lowered the fine if he had known earlier.

Bruette was one of four men who para-
chuted off the top of the 1.049-foot-tall
building, the third tallest in the nation,
early on a Sunday morning.

The other three men escaped before pa-
lice arrived but Bruette, who landed in
Old Market Square. was nabbed by offi-
cers.

Bruette was photographed by severad
persons as he made his jump...-- :

Reached Saturday at his home in Sul:

phur, Bruette was reluctang-to talk about™ . 2 . .
. his jump and the aftermath: " -

The developers of the building. the Ger-
ald Hines Interest. said after Bruette's
arrest they would ask that the charges be
dropped.

Ofticials of the company could not be
reached Saturday- night about why the
charges had not been dismissed.

Bruette said Saturday that he had
hoped the charges would be dropped. but
“the publicity killed me. When people
started coming out of the closest with
pictures of the jumps and ail. I figured
then that my ship was sunk." >

He refused to say anything else about’
the jump or hus July 21 guilty plea.




TEXAS COMMERCE TOWER
Gerald Hines, Developer
2100 Post Oak Tower
Houston, TX 77056

Dear Mr. Hines,

I am the president of the United States
BASE Association which is founded for and
dedicated to the safety, advancement, and
positive public image of 'fixed-object' jump-
ing throughout the world. We view BASE jump-
ing as an esoteric aspect of man's age-old
dream of self-flight. BASE jumping is a unique
sport, separate from skydiving and not a stunt.

In the last three years, with the rapid
development of parachuting technology and
man's freefall skills, BASE jumping has become
commonplace. The USBA wishes to interface
with the owners and administrators of various
BASE objects throughout the world. As you
well know, the most striking addition to the
Houston skyline, your own Texas Commerce Tower,
is one of the most prominent and beautiful
monuments found anywhere in the world. We
are interested in knowing whether you would
like to consider the idea of using BASE jumping
to commemorate the completion of the Texas
Commerce Tower in your upcoming ribbon-cutting
ceremonies. If handled properly, it could
certainly attract favorable publicity, not
only nationally but worldwide. It would also
be a thrilling experience for those BASE jumpers
lucky enough to participate in an event such
as the inauguration of your new building.

Even though these activities are fairly new,
we are in a position to discuss with you the
details of our proposal. If necessary, we
can provice our own public liability insurance
‘policies, hold-harmless releases, etc. We
can also provide films from previous building
jumps for your examination.

We would very much like to meet with you
and your representatives to discuss the various
possibilities of such an idea. Like you,
we are concerned with public image and would
like to help make your grand opening even
more awe-inspiring than it would be otherwise.
We would not wish to pursue this proposal
unless we all were in agreement that it could
be conducted in a safe, professional and busi-
ness-like manner.

' Enclosed please find a recent issue of

. BASE Magazine for your perusal.

. Here's hoping all of us can experience
an event to be remembered for a lifetime.

Sincerely, Phil Mayfield

. - President, USBA
Dallas, TX

_ ROYAL GORGE BRIDGE TO BE JUMPED SOON

. Ken- Rick from Lake Orion, MI hasn't made a
BASE jump yet, but he says he is hot on the
trail to making a sanctioned, authorized
jump from the Royal Gorge Bridge near Cafion

. City, CO. The Bridge management insists now
~ on $15 million of insurance and national TV

: coverage. He thinks he finally has both and
hopes to make the jump(s) in the very near
future. If Ken succeeds, we hope BASE readers
will hear the whole news from start to finish
right here in BASE Magazine. Best of luck,
Ken.

BASE LOG AND AWARDS VERIFICATION CHART (See page
BASE jumpers are encouraged to fill out
the accompanying chart and send in a copy
of same to USBA headquarters in order to pro-
cure their BASE numbers and subsequent awards.
A notebook is being kept at USBA indexed accord-
ing to BASE numbers. BASE jumpers are en-
couraged to update these logs as they add
more and more BASE jumps to their experience.
From these data, BASE Magazine publishes
monthly statistics of general interest, in- .
cluding THE TOP TEN OF BASE, LEADERS IN BUILD-
INGS, LEADERS IN ANTENNAS, LEADERS IN SPANS,
LEADERS ON EARTH, LEADERS IN NIGHT BASE, as
well as BASE NUMBERS and NIGHT BASE NUMBERS.
A brief explanation of chart headings will
be made in case any doubt may exist about
them. The heading 'Hour' refers to time of
day, AM or PM, and the time., "Object" refers
to the name of the object; ''Locale" refers .
to the geographic location in which the object
may be found. '"Object Height' refers to the
height in feet of the launch site above the
actual landing area. ''Sheer Height' refers
to the height in feet of the launch site above
the first protruberance of the wall beyond
which a BASE jumper cannot exceed in his track.
"Landing MSL'" refers to the mean elevation
in feet above sea level of the actual landing
area. This is helpful in shedding light about
what the landing conditions, in part, might
be like. For example, landing at sea level
is much softer than landing at 6,000 feet.
"SL FF'" refers to ''static line'" and ''free
fall." 'Delay Sec.' refers to the time in
seconds from launch until a fully-opened canopy
is realized. "Cum. Time" refers to the success-
ive addition or "cumulative" delay time--
whether SL or FF--that is listed in the pre-
cecding heading, listed initially in seconds
and then thereafter in minutes and seconds.
"Wind Wind'" refers to the launch site wind
conditions at time of exit, and landing winds
at time of landing, respectively. 'Main Reserve"
describes the main canopy and reserve canopy,
if any, used for that jump. '"Object No."
refers to the number of '"new'" objects jumped
from by "that particular BASE jumper.' In
other words, "Object No.' refers to the total
different number of objects that that BASE jumper
has ever jumped from. In the next heading,
place a '"B", "A", "S", or "E" in the clear
area if the jump were made during the day,
or in the shaded area is it were made during

the night. The "CUMULATIVE BASE" heading
tabulates the cumulative number of BASE jumps
made from each type of object, day and night,
respectively. All that appears in these spaces
are cumulative numbers which reflect each success-
jve jump added to the previous totals. Notice
that the addition of all numbers in these
eight "half spaces' should equal the total
number’ of jupgis made as listed in the first
heading of ‘the chart. "Object Award" refers
to any significant mumber or award that may
have been earned on that particular jump,

for example, E1 Cap No. 500.

Last ,but most important, the "Signature" below
attests that all of the information and facts
contained in the chart is ture and accurate
according to the best knowledge of the BASE
jumper, and he or she swears to that with

his or her signature.

LOG OF ALL JUMPED BASE SITES In the next issue of BASE Magazine, a master log will be published of all

known BASE sites which have been jumped to date, including the date, time,
location, name of first jumper, geographic features, and general comments
.. regarding the current "jumpability'’ of the site. Everybody's input on these

data is most welcomed, and we hope to update these data as time goes on,



MIKE SISEMORE'S LETTER - Continued from p.10

Given these two '‘unalterable facts,' what
is the apparent source of confrontation, and
what might be harmonious solutions to both
sides?

The confrontation seems to be that the
BASE jumper's dream--namely, jumping off the
tower--is identical to the tower management's
nightmare--having unauthorized BASE jumpers
jumping off the tower. Note that the very
same act appears to be both good and evil
at the very same time. How possibly can that
be so? Shakespeare tells us that 'nothing
is either good or bad, but thinking makes
it so." Pat Boone states it another way:

"Dirt on the carpet is ugly; dirt in the garden
is beautiful."

In the minds of tower management, jumping
from their tower triggers images of liabilities:
(1) Will the BASE jumpers injure themselves?
(2) Will the BASE jumpers damage the tower
or guy wires? (3) Will the BASE jumpers degrade
the television signal? (4) Will the public
condemn the management if it condones these
BASE jumps? How can all these seeming liabilities
be turned around into assets?

As in any department of life, the solution
is brought about by understanding. By both sides.

The BASE jumper must clearly understand
that the tower management has the legal and
moral right to govern its tower as it so chooses.
If tower management does not want authorized
or unauthorized BASE jumps from its tower,
then that is its prerogative.

But, on the other hand, "Freely ye have
received; freely give." The tower management
must also clearly understand that if, in fact,
tower jumping can be done in safety by the
BASE jumper, and without any physical damage
to the tower, and without any degradation
to the broadcast signals, and without any
negative public opinion, then why shouldn’t
tower jumps be authorized under the proper
circumstances? After all, thousands of man-
hours of labor went into building that tower
in the first place. And who should put a
limitation on the fruitage of that labor?

If it were not for that labor, there would

be no tower to manage, and no television signals
to broadcast. Perhaps some of that labor was
donated by some would-be BASE jumpers. In
short, the tower management has the moral
obligation to listen to the ernest requests
of the BASE jumper.

HOW CAN AN IMMEDIATE AND PRACTICAL SOLUTION
BE BROUGHT TO THE DILEMMA? Answer: Eliminate
the temptation for the BASE jumper to climb

a tower without autRorization.

How is this accomplished? First of all,
we realize that it would be a BASE jumper's
""dream come true' for him to have access to
jump from a tower as much as he pleased,
freely and openly, even to the point of bore-
dom. (And preferably with full access to
the electric elevator!) Secondly, we would
even like the tower management to look forward
to these tower jumps, too. Under what circum-
stances would tower management want to promote
BASE jumps from its very own tower?

If tower management were convinced that
tower jumps consistently could be made in
safety, and if it could be absolved from all
legal liability, and if, in fact, tower jumping
spawned positive public support and widespread

favorable publicity for the station, then
perhaps tower management might think tower
jumping from its own tower could be an asset,
not a liability.

PROPOSAL

What would happen if one weekend per month,
KTUL granted free elevator rides to the top,
all day long, Saturday and Sunday, to all .
qualified BASE jumpers. Maybe there could
be 50 or 100 jumps made in a day. Crowds
could come and watch. Reporters could do
interviews. The media could cover the 'aerial
picnic," if you will, for the evening news.
Everybody could share in the joy and fun.

Enter Shakespeare: ‘Nothing comes from
nothing." Who is going to "pay" for the
"inconvenience' of running the elevator. to
the top all day long for all these BASE jumps,
the extra police for crowd control, the legal
paperwork for the station lawyers, etc. Well,
initially, hopefully the novel and favorable
publicity the tower would receive would more
than offset the extra man-hours and hastles
to accomodate the BASE jumpers. But after
the activity became commonplace, the point
of diminishing return might set in and the’
management might tire of the extra work. The
novelty might "wear off" and now nobody would
care if BASE jumpers came to practice their
high diving feats or not.

Enter Shakespeare again: '"Everything comes
from somewhere.” The United States BASE Assoc
ation would step in and say to the tower manag
ment: 'We proved we can do it safely. We
have made X-hundred jumps without an incident.
The public likes the activity but no longer
cares to flock out to watch it. The whole
activity does ndt interfere with your broadcas
ing quality or other commercial responsibiliti
Granted, it does take more of your man-hours
and energy to oversee that we do a thorough
job in making all these tower jumps safely.
Why doesn't the USBA propose to make it worth
while for you on a professional, commercial
basis. Why don't you let us RENT your tower
for our activities for two consecutive days
once a month. We will pay you, say, $1,000
per day for this privilege. It represents
a more efficient and profitable use of your
tower investment than what you had before,
assuming we do a good job administering our
activity. To generate our money back, we
would have to charge BASE jumpers $100 per
jump at 10 jumps per day, or $50 per jump
at 20 jumps per day, or $20 per jump at 50
jumps per day. Out of these fees, our organ-
ization, the USBA, would also have to charge
for divising qualifications for BASE jumpers,
licenses, permits, whatever it took to screen
out the unqualified, etc.

If the program became successful, other
towers around the country could follow suit.
If three other towers around the Tulsa area, '
for example, adopted a similar program as
KTUL's, that would enable a BASE jumper to
drive on any weekend to an "open' tower and
for a nominal fee, jump all he wanted: He
could perfect his front loop half twists,
his gainers, etc. He could pay half price,
or whatever, if he climbed up to stay in shape
instead of "tying up'' the elevator. Every
tower, like every skydiving dropzone, has
its own "personality''--like different heights,
different terrain, different landing areas,

(Continued on p. 16)
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different guy wire configurations, etc.-- The first thing you need to do is locate

and this variety from tower to tower would a suitable tower. If you don't already have

be welcomed. one in mind, consult the airmen sectional
POSITIVE USE OF ENERGIES charts which desplay the location and altitudes

= X above ground level (AGL). Alsc, you might
People are constantly striving to find ask the local office of the FCC for a listing
new ways to spend their energies, expand and of the local TV and radio towers. There are
eliminate their limitations, and this certainly over 100 towers 1,000 feet tall or taller

1s one egf a;?;em A program such as the one in the continental United States located

outlin ve makes pioneers and hard-working primarily in the flatter sections of the coumtry.
adventurers out’of the ordinary citizen; it After selecting an antenna, you should .
encourages Americans to be strong, inventive, make at least one visit to the site prior
imaginative--yea, to be world leaders--instead to the jump. Make sure there is a ladder.

of venting the same amounts of "adventurous S Many towers have elevators but do not plan .
energy" towards the negative aspects of life, to use them without authorization. The

like surreptitiously breaking the law, or elevator may or may not be in service and
looking for trouble, or bowing down to crime, it could prove very umwise to use it without

etc. ; ;
TRIAL BASIS proper knowledge of its operation. Unwanted

A small group OF us BASE j rs would attention is always desirable, Check the
group umpe ounding area. fi itable landi 1
like to talk ernestly with the KTUL tower S 208 area [or swlLanie g places,

t noting all obstacles, power lines, etc.
management about the serious prospect of at ;Jelgore making a tc;wer jump, ym; should
least do%ng a s?al}I1 telsxt) on a trial basis try to find out the hours of transmission
to see if any of the above ideas are feasible chat i i i

to both sider.  Those sper-dedicated. hard- and w electronic devices to avoid., If

- - ; ou use your wits, you can get this information
core BASE jumpers know in their hearts that girectlyyfrom the’T{’ or rad%o station,
in time, towers will be built in the future When packing for a jump of this altitude,

~~ custom tailored to thv;ir specific‘high diving 1 recommend having your slider down or at
needs, perhaps even without guy wires, perhaps least unstowed. This will allow a faster
not one but even several thousand feet tall. and only slightly harder opening. If you .

A small amount of information has been
gleaned to date regarding the possibility
of erecting a tower just for BASE jumping.

plan on wearing a jumpsuit, you should devise

a way to roll it up and tie it to your rig.

\ A You should tape or tie your containers shut

A used “Xnock-down" 1,000-foot tower com- so that it won’t be scraped open as you climb
plete with guy wires can be purchased for up the ladder through sometimes tight clearances.
about $200,000, It would fit on about 20 Remember to remove the tape or string at the
acres of land. - If you put it out of 'city top. I recommend getting an inexpensive pair

limits," you don't need special zoning for : : of gloves for the climb. Fifteen hundred

it. The same tower new might cost about feet of steel can do horrors to your hands.
$500,000. Typically it takes 4-6 months to In cold weather, I like to wear a wind breaker
erect such a tower, with 3-6 people working and a stocking cap. Water and food are an
full time. The construction time could be unnecessary luxury--leave them behind and
expedited to about 90 days if necessary. The travel light. Some people disagree with this,
main support pad requires about 12X12X5 feet as it is somewhat personal preference. It

of _concrg;e.f '[‘lgg guy ;«(ére arlxgl)zgr poi.rzxti_ Te- also depends upon what kind of shape you are
uire pads of about 12X6 or by eet i 3 5 i
geep. Add about $120,000 to $160,000 if you in. A roll of toilet paper is good to bring

along-~for the obvious use plus as a wind

would like to have an elevator! The subject direction indicator.

of various detailed, custom tower designs <
elevator considerations, overhangs and other keeg°;°§};elac!m:1$ iiﬂi'a?‘;oigﬁi i?’ J‘z
design parameters will be the basis for future ladder. This will allow your legs to carry
articles. A study of possible radiation dangers more of the load t} your arms. If there
presented by climbing towers which are broad- is a vertical pipe to one side 6f the 1adder
casting radio and television signals will I use it with one hand while gripping the ’
. :xl.:cibcl;:sfheI;ul;%sg:eo:aﬁu;:;eimﬁ?ne . ladder with the other. If you pace.yourself
T RS e e, o resmarian I S Y o e o horisotiat
be most gratefully accepted. 1gued. X
crossbeams every ten feet or so which are
CASSETTES i suitable for standing and giving your amms
VIDEQ AVATLABLE a break. Usually you will find "'rest stop"
platforms every 100-150 feet where you can
sit down and catch your breath for a few minutes,
It is not wncammon to spend more than half @
of the time spent on the tower resting. The
main thing is: DON'T GET IN A HURRY!
After getting to the top, you will want
to determine with the aid of your wind streamer

. A 15-minute video cassette is available

from USBA headqusrters on the topic of tower
jumping available to anyone serious about

the prospect of pursuing authorized tower
jums. The cassette should make an ideal . ::i

visual aid for various BASE clubs around the':

country in making their various “custom pitches” which side of the tower you will want to exit
to their local tower management personnel. * from. Obviously you will want to go off on
Please specify VHS or Beta format. ' the downwind side, but what if the wind is

We hope this information is useful to you, : s Jovm a wire? The answer
Mike. Please let us know the fruits of your t;imn&%N?_}reﬁé):“ 1 hm%lely witnessed several
endeavor's. --Ed. (Whew!) close calls due to jumpers not heeding this

advice and I suspect the same is true of the
tower jumper death in Virginia. If the winds

ANTENNA TOWERS--HOW TO JUMP THIM o are not right, either climb back down or wait
AND WALK AWAY them out. Winds will often shift 15-20 degrees
in a period of 30-40 minutes. .
by Phil Smith - BASE #1 Even on a perfect day when the ground winds
are either zero or calm, it is common on the
The following is not intended to encourage plains for the wind at 1,000 feet to blow

20-40 mph, sometimes even over 50 mph. Actually,
- this amount of wind, if blowing between any
twWo guy wires, is your friend, and serves

,,,,, P E S . FUNPEUTEY % S S

illegal or dangerous jumps. Rather, it is
intended to advise’those who plan to make )
tower jumps how toavoid the potential hazards




SMITTY'S TOWER CLIMBING ARTICLE

i (Continued from p. 16) It is believed by some, under certain circum-
stances, that sterilization and other gene
than you could possibly spring or track_ damage can result from close proximity to
away. .Just make sure that the ground wmc}s these radiations. If a person were to touch
haven't picked up and that they aren't this the antenna while he were standing on the
strong for your landing. Ground winds in grounded tower and while it were radiating
excess of 18-22 mph should be cause to cancel probably would be electrocuted.
the jump. Ground winds can be determined Some towers are referred to as radio and
sometimes by studying tree movement, or television towers. This probably means that
by a radio or visual signal from a ground the tower holds, very often, several antennas,
cTew person. . all at different frequencies for different
Right before I climb over the guard rail broadcast stations, possibly both television
in order to exit, I pull my hand deploy . and M radio. What was mentioned above proba-
and part of its bridle out of ‘ilts p«l:kit % bly applies in these cases, alsa.
and bunch it up in my hand. 1 don't like e . . .
the idea of burning up several hundred feet One B‘.‘SE_Q““P“ recently had a startling
y " " ' realization--fortunately, it was not a "shockin
of altitude clawing for my pilot chute! : . " "o ' .
cod bl S, ible by archin realization. He had "found" a "new" 1,000
, A good stable exit is possible by g foot tower in his own 'backyard." He decided
5. your back and trying to put your chest on to study the tower to see if it were jumpable
g : the horizon as you jump. This position o i -
¥ It was a very old tower and it was for AM
) should counteract the tendency to go head ! radio only. He read the usual sign: DANGER--
i’ . down or to front loop. On opening, immediately T ; -

HIGH VOLTAGE. He thought, "I bet they reallﬁ':

grab your rear risers and be ready to steer don't mean that. That's what they always

c}eal_‘ of ﬂ.‘e tower or g‘_’thi?e;tin t::eienevent say.'" Al1 of the several towers he had visite«
%h_hr_w twists or i non-straight opening. before had been grounded and none carried

1;“1/:: ?\DSWD;?EED in the case of any high voltage, yet all of those towers
a malfunction, How low will you cut away? gﬁ;nei{«tﬂ}:e dsgrg\sz?méngbn%nihﬁut sor:e- r
What about a streamer. A possible alternative ing ec dirierent abou 1S new tower.

to cutting away is the hang-glider front- The in:irezantegn:; w:tas.resping 02‘:: gﬁ‘"t

“ ° g : insulator 2 or eet in size. ually,
gbu:tig tte:it:lzilgy‘ sgr ;?;zgega}':::utih::tached there were 2 large conical insulators, each
s%'xould rclgear any,mesz before deploying. : one resting pomt-;:lo-pomt, h°1d1;‘lg up the
You give up steerability with this setup, | mation revealed that everyihing. touhing
but gain an acceptible rate of descent in /. the antenna also was insulated from the ground.
msltmcl::::sihe jump has been set up for publi- - Finally, it was discovered that the entire

tower itself was the radiator and was fed

by a single wire that carried several thousand
profile" after the jump. This would even zﬁlti"’w ‘:a&hhi atiennxgt.ed to C}llmb up onto
apply to an authorized jump from El Capitan prgbable wouideh;v: b:e]g 21; ;teogrzw(;d, them d
in Yosemite National Park. BASE jumpers : " the b‘rc{s do it. he wondere§'7 rT)i: ed&n't °
are interested in making these various BASE 1 i, ? Y

? - touch the ground and the tower at the same
%gngks\etgenhlefplﬁlﬁlgztogototgoggvgnz??hmg time. If he were to use a wooden ladder on

- ' a non-rainy day or night, once he were entirely
a N . . .
relgg;‘b;ag:‘ig::‘,ng: zlle;i;{méfci',g: gzgigtgz‘: . ‘onto the tower and never again touched the
you may wish to pull out a plastic 'garbage ground, he should be out of danger.

city, or to commemorate a special function,
etc., usually it is best to keep a "'low

bag" from your jacket or jumpsuit, put all .+ 4. There is another story about climbing

your gear into it, and stow it at the base .~ antenna towers. It turns out that two or

of any nearby trees, etc. Hours later you , three skydivers discovered a nearby tower

may wish to go back there to recover same. that had an electric ele-

HAVE A GOOD ONE. ) . vator to the top. They figured out how to

o - . ’ .. operate the elevator and had a neat 20-minute
WARNING -- TOWER CLIMBERS free ride to the top. The jumps went well

and everybody was happy with the new site.
Anyway, the next weekend, the same people
It has recently been pointed out to BASE Mag- treated themselves to another free ride

azine that some towers may be dangerous to . to the top and those jumps went well, too
climb. Not all towers are alike. In particular, o )

. : After a month or so, one of the jumpers
television towers are dirrerent than some radio ~thought a little publicity was in order.
towers,

o . . , o ; He convinced a local news television station
Roughly speaking, television towers are o to join the group and cover an antenna jump
literally nothing more than towers which happen “for their local news show. The station news
to hold a one-or two~hundred-foot television cameraman decided he wanted to get some super
radiator, or antenna, very high up in the coverage by going up to the top for filming.
air. For example, a 1,000~fcot tower might He and his camera equipment took the first
hold a 200-foot radiatior, making the total ride up to the top where he discovered that

. height 1,200 feet. The tower itself is grounded his video equipment was being interfered with
#-and can be climed, whether or not the antenna by the broadcast signal. The jumpers finally
is radiating. Microwave dishes sometimes got up to the top, but the entire operation
found at varying heights along the tower, now took an hour, not the usual twerity minutes.

most people belicve, pose no radiation exposure By this time, a silent alarm had sounded

since a person on the tower is behind the and the authorities arrived on the scene.
dish and not in front of it. Some dishes

; ; : The jumpers made the jump successfully but
are thought to receive only, which certainly the television cameraman got nabbed. It makes
would cause no radiation dangers. Several one wonder about the motives of the BASE jumpers
people have stood within 5 or 10 feet of and why they made the jumps--to make the jumps,
the base of a television radiating mast, around or. fm’ the publicity, or for both. The seem-
~ the 1,000-foot elevation, and felt no short OF. QT Tig- pua

t ing age-oid dilemma of confrontation must -
range deleterious effects from: the radiation. be licked. To jump a majestic 1,000-foot l-
tower is majestic; to tresspass is ignoble. - |

{Continued on p. 18)




It is hoped that all BASE jumpers who have
or who would like to jump a tower will care-
fully read Mike Sisemore's letter and the
editorial remark about it in this issue of
BASE Magazine. Man's desire to jump these
towers is legitimate; his desire will never
recede or go away, and ncither will the
towers. BUT, his motives must constantly

purify his acts, or he will never achieve
public acceptance. If 20,000 skydivers
in the U.S. alone would donate $10 each t«
the antenna fund, BASE could assemble its
very own (used) 1,000-foot tower--custom
tailored exclusively for BASE jumping!
Ya-hoo. All ideas on this subject will
be gratefully accepted. --Ed.
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Jumpers say
their BASE
—~ is samity

By KAREN POTTER 7-22-3/
Star-Telegram Writer FiJ, 5.7,

ARLINGTON — Phil Mayfield
jumps off buildings with a single
bound. And antennac. And bridges.
Andcliffs. All the time trailing a silky
canopy plume.

He and a group that has organized
natijonally havetaken traditionalsky-
diving a step further — by stepping
off of objectsinstead of out of planes.

In his most recent conquest this
weekend, Mayfield and two friends
parachuted fromn a local broadcast
tower.

Mayfield and another man who
had a camera attached to his helmet
jumped from about 1,300 feet up the
1,450-foot tower. A third man jumped
from 1,000 feet. After delays of be-
tween three and five seconds, they

opened their chutes. And they land-

ed safely.

Itwasaclose call, Mayfield said, not

because they had any trouble with

the jumps, but because they nearly

had trouble with the law. A highway
patrolman and a Cedar Hill patrol-
wonian witnessed one man's jump.

They could have charged them with

trespassing.

Mayfield, of Arlington, is experi-
enced at jumping off stationery ob-
jects — and at avoiding notice while
doing it.

s L ] [ 4 L ]

HE HAS PARACHUTED off the
75-story Texas Commerce Bank Tow-
er in Houston three times. He has
escaped noticed twice.

A June juinp from the neirly com-
pletedstructure, whichat 1,047 feetis
the tallest building west of the Missis-
sippi River, brought him attention
when one of his three parachuting
friends was caught by police and
charged with trespassing.

The owner and developer of the
building later agreed to drop the
complaint against the Louisiana
jumper. ) .

_ But Mayfield and the BASE jump~
ing organization over which he's

president are destined to continue--
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attracting attention to the unusual
sport of jumping off just about any-
thing that’s high and stationery.

The United States BASE Jumping
Association isa group that splintered
from the United States Parachuting
Association.

BASE is an acronymn for build-
ings, antennae towers, spans (bridg-
es)and Earth, the four kinds of bases
from which they parachute. So far,
only nine people have qualified as
members by jumping off objects in
all four categories., though many
more perform BASE jumps. Andata
recent meeting of the national para-
chuting association, 350 people indi-
cated interest in the organization,
Mayfield said.

Concerns of BASE jumpers now
focuson stressing safety and proving
their sanity.

L] L] L ]

“WE'RE INIT for fun,becauseit's
different,” Mayfield said, his young
son tugging on hisarm. “1have a wife
and two Kkids. [ don’t plan on dying
anytime soon."”

Though he said he’s nota publicity-
seeker, Mayfield said he’s turning to
promotions asa means for making his
jumping legitimate.

Jumping off buildings and anten-
nactowersisillegal —it’strespassing
unless the owner gives permission.
Buildingowners havenothingtogain
from BASE jumpers’ using their
properties for springboards into the
wild blue yonder. And liability is one
of those subjects no BASE jumper
likes to discuss.

So Mayfield has written the owner
of the Texas Commerce Bank Tower,
Gerald Hines, proposing a jump to

27 'promote the building when it's

opened.
A similar proposal to jump off the
antenna tower of an area radio sta-

. tion earlier netted an offer, but per-

mission was pulledatthelast minute.

Mayfield jumped from it anyway,
later on. He was arrested for trespass-
ing and paid a $50 fine.

“1 don’t encourage breaking the
law, even though I deitor have done
it," Mayfield said. “I'm helping them
do some research and development,
if you will, about jumping off things.”

Mayfield has little hope of making

- building and tower jumps legal, but
-the BASE organization is working
“hard to get cliff jumps in Yosemite
* National Park legalized.

EL CAPITAN, a sheér monolith
cliff 3,000 feet high, is anideai jump.,.
Mayfield said. The national park al-
lowed parachute jurnps off the cliff
for ashorttimelpstyear, untilunruly
Buests broke park-rujes.

Park officials also said several se-
rious injuries were reported during
that period. Mayfield noted that in
400 legal jumps, no one had died as a
result of injuries, however.

A skydiver for 12 years, Mayfield
began his BASE jumping career at El
Capitan last August, when jumping
was legal. He has made one other
legal jump and two illegal jumps
from the cliff since. In all, he has
jumped 27 times as a BASE jumper.

BASE jumping was a new twist, a
progression, for Mayfield.

The sportdiffers fromskydivingin
some obvious and not-so-obvious
ways.

The obvious: the aircraft vs. the
non-aircraft base.

The not-so-obvious: the altitudedif-
ferential. Most skydiving begins
from altitudes of 2,000 feet. Most
BASE jumping is from considerably
less — partly because few structures
are that tall. The lowest base May-
field has used is a bridge just 317 feet
above the water. The lower altitude
requires greater skill and better tim-
ing so the parachute is released soon
enough to catch the BASE jumper,
Mayfield said. . . e

ANOTHER COMPLICATION is
the lack of initial airspeed that char-
acterizes a BASE jump.

“We can't fly our bodies (without
airspeed) for the first three or four
seconds. We’re in a helpless position.
Like when you're diving off a diving
board, whatever position you go off
in you're stuck.”

Maytfield stressed that not all sky-
divers can — or should — do BASE
jumping.

*“This is inherently a little more
dangerous than skydiving,” he said.

And some BASE jumps are easier
-~ and safer — than others.

“Allof usstill havea fearof heights.
Otherwise we wouldn't have the ad-
renalin rush.”

Though he's a strong supporter of
BASE jumping, he shies away from
promoting it for others.

“Normally, | discourage anyone
whocomes to me wanting to jump of
other things. I don't want to encour-
age people saying I'm trying to be a
pied piper of doom.”



