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Welcome to "JUMP" This magazine
aims to report information on or
relating to Jumping off things...
It takes a while to collect
enough information to fill these
pages, thanks to those of you
whose contributions are in this
issue,keep writing. A
thanks to the
gave their valuble sgare time to
help with it's

your continued

spacial -
individuais who

production.With
support and

contributions we hope for "JUMP"
to be biannual. If we have enough
to fill more issues then we willl
We have enjoyed putting this
together and hope you enjoy
reading it .

"JUMP" is published by Nigel Slee
of 38 Clifton Gardens London W.9.
The views expressed in  this
magazine arent neccessarily agreed
with or held by the Editor or the
B.B.A.
Correspondence from readers 1is
welcomed from all  viewpoints.
Names will be printed with
letters unless requested to be
with-held.Articles and photographs
can only be returnedif a S.A.E. is

enclosed with the original letter.

The British Base Assoclation was
founded for and dedicated to the
safety,advancement and
public image of fixed
object/BASE  jumping 1in the
British Isles.The B.B.A. does not
encourage or advocate that anyone
should make a BASE jump.Neither
the B.B.A. nor the editor of this
magazine
condone any foolhardiness  or
disrespect of any British Law.The
B.B.A. came 1into existance as
established or
represent

positive

knowingly endorse or

there was no
recognised body to
British BASE jumpers.
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Jummng nff

Ph;l"Sm.tty"SmﬂmnadehLSthh
BASE Jjunp back in February. He
says it was "just another jump!",
a night mast jump with same of his
friends. Smitty also mentioned he
was meking a demo Jjump into a
football game in New Orleans with
a 220 ft. dore jump, carrying the
football.

Smitty contributed same of this
isswe's photos.

ACCHERAIEHMSE’
Rick Quircz, brother of the
Skydiving  photographer  Randy
Quircz, has nov made three jumps:
a 150 ft. bridge in Tampa, a 700
ft. huilding in S. Flarida and a
Florida TV mast, after coaching
fran his brother. He has yet to
_make a jurp from an aircraft.

ANGEL FALLS

Angel Falls Jamped by a large
party of US jumpers including
Jerry Bird. Carl Boenish has sent
us the photographs of the junps
for a later issue. ILandings were
into a very tidht clearing or into
the trees at the foot of this
3,000 ft. waterfall. The trip was
arranged by a USA film prodaction

company.

JWMP has had reports of a new
5ite, the Rostrum, 1,000 ft. total
height, 650 ft. sheer, 3 second
delays and 2-way exits. Jups so
far with square canopies.

—Jean Boenish reports BASE Award
© atches are nearly ready; more
news to follow.

NRGB RECORDS

Greg Gates is keeping a record of
all NEW RIVER GREE BRIDGE
nmwbers. His address is: 8116,
E.45th Street, Lawrence, In. 46226
USA.

FLORIDA BASE
Florida jumpers earn BASE, jumping
off a 55-starey bailding in down-
town Miami. Two British jumpers
That makes the third building in
the USA to be jumped by British
Jumpers.

British . BASE pioneer

Frank

Donellan was the first to jump off.

Crocker 1 back in 1982 with Jim
Tyler. A Texas jumper experienced
a problem with his canopy on a
hiilding jump and landed under a
«crippled square, breaking both

legs. It was reported he should
make a slow but full recowery.

NEW BASE JUMPERS
Ex-patriate British sjurper Derek
Thomas was introdaced to BASE
juping at the Bridge Day in
Octaober alang with his new boss,
Ted Strong. They both famd their
bridge Jjumps a refreshing break
fram their Tandem jumps at Deland.
Ted Strong jumped his tandem rig
(mime8 passenger) with a rip chord
deployed “Mighty Mak" cancpy (380
square feet).

LEGAL JUMP

Carl and Jean made a legal Building

jump for a Bank in Memphis Tennesse
432 feet 37 floors.

EXl

Amanda Tucker enters the histary
bocks as the first person to make
a parachute jump fram the Eiffel
Tower. It was Amanda‘'s first BASE
Jup after several months of
coaching from Mike,

BuJ. Worth repeated the jump
for the new Jares Bond movie.

8% MILES HIGH

"Dirty Dave" Qutierrez of Iowa has
climbed 8 1/2 miles wertically
whilst making his 27 tower  jumps.
Dave says 2,000 feet take two
hours to climb with a ten-second
free fall down. On one climb Dave
and his friends took 20 1bs of
food and had a picnic at the top
before junping off.

Baselines

"}bﬂnchrwsh_ares“ (BASE 4)

"The graund's the limit" (BASE 1)

"Man versus
versus himgelf? Yes!"

? No; Man
(BASE 14)

"The last thing to conquer is
yourself ..." (BASE 12)
"Attention to detail™ (BASE 4)
"A cancpy ride is rehahilitation
to reality" (BASE 24)

"For those who believe no
explanation is necessary; for those
who don't believe no explanation
is possible." (Frank wWefel)

“why? Because
(Gecrge Mallary)

"We're here for a reason, let's do
it." (Gary Gilrore)

it is there!"”

"hat we do stands apart from
moral functions, apart fram wisdam
or folly, fram good or evil."
(Reinhold Messner).

BRITISH CLIFF

New British Cliff site jumped
reports of 10 jumps F/F and S/t
from 370" Gorge. Jumper injured
after Cliff Strike,report to follow
in Issue 5

Phil "Smitty" Smith jumping a train in Texas as it passed over a 300 foot
bridge Phil used a round canopy (main) and an 8 foot hand held reserve

see 1ssue 3 for report
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Letters

Last year while making my first
BASE Jjunp at New River Gorge
‘Bridge, I came across a copy of
yaxr BASE Jjourmal. I would like
to be a subscriber to it if
possible, but all I have is your

address. Please send information
about it. I look forward to your
respanse.

(Arturo Rodriguez, 149 Charmont R

Columbia SC 29204)

Dear Nigel,

I just reoelvadthe()ctobe.rocpy
of BASE you sent and hawe read it
ocover to cover (sewveral times!)
Fantastic! Can you send me back
cepies of issues 1 and 2 and also
a copy of 4 when it comes cut. If
you do not have any spare badk
issves, a photooopy would be (K.
The only source of infommation I
"Skydiving®. I hawve written to
Carl Boenish for his BASE
magazines, hut the answer to my
last letter tock 7 months! If you
have any spare copies they would
be very welcare.

Could you also send me details of
all the British sites that have
been I had heard that
Beachy Head had been jummped using
a static line hut this was 2nd (or
3rd/4th) hand information. Any
cament? I had also heard that
"live" radio aerials were damaging
to your health - apart fram the
risk of falling off! It causes
sterility for ane. How do you
malke sure they are not
transmitting on the way up? Is
the risk of ocollision with the quy
wires a real ane, or d they just
lock intimidating? With single
top wires you would fall past them
after the first second.

Could you please explain the
difference between "heicht", "rock
drop height® and “free fall
heicht®, mentioned at the end of
BASE 37
reserves in the picture on the
front, cover? Were they not used
for this jump? I am also puzzled
by the tandem rig and front
regerve worn an the huilding jump
at night in Skies Call 3 p.122.
Hope to hear fram you soon. Quick
openings! ()
Reply from the editor:

Dear SM,

Thank you for your interest in the
Newslettar. In answer to a few of
your questions:

why dan't we see the 8"

S/L Square sequence from Beachy
head an "unforgiving landing site"

Issue 3 was the first newsletter
to be printed (2 years after the
first British Base jumpps). Carl
Boenish's BASE magazines stopped
at No. 6 and are an invaluable
reccrd of the early history of
base jmping and reference source.

Distance fallen
in Freefall
per second

EX\T PowrT 430 €€€T

ROCK DROP

S
o N

(’“&E“’)\J/@ﬁ Second;

For details of sites in your area
omtact a local jumper with BASE
eperience. BASE jmping is still
in it's early stages; we now have
the technigues but do not have the
availability of sites to put it
into practice on a reqular basis
apart from such events as "Bridge
Day" at New River. As stresasd
elsewhere in this newsletter, BASE
jumping is a case of "individual
respansibility™ - ~ it is up to the
individual to decide what is
possible and within his limits.
Bear in mind that you will
perscnally experience any
reactions as a result of your
activities. This newsletter tries
to disseminate information on all
aspects of BASE jurping. In this
issue, there are same reports from
the field of several malfunctions
that others can learn fram.

Beachy Head was jumped 11 times *—
1982 by a group of jumpers w

needed a cliff to obtain Carl
Boenish's BASE Award and the
British BASE Award. After these
static line jumps fram the 350/400
ft. high Chalk Cliffs, the site
was abandoned due to the
unforgiving nature of the landing
site, strewn with large boaulders.
ne Jjumper experienced a 180 -
degree opening and flew into the
cliff face and scraped down
repeatedly bamncing against the
face. The cancpy remained
partially inflated and the landing
was hard. The cancpy was badly
ripped and the jumper extensively

style pack Jjob by an owverseas
visitor - a method not used on the
British BASE scene. British BA
jupers have two different pacs
jobs that have prowved to produce
consistent on-heading openings.
Both are free packed and lead to
the cancpy deploying with the

who prefer to omcentrate on
hicher objects where free fall is
possible and there is more control
of the deployment. You are oorrect
about "live radio tranamitters”:
to climb on a live radio antenna
could be fatal. The whole antemna
is the trananitter and liwe,
vhereas a ™ transmitter is
usually the last 100' or so of the
anterma. If the whole anterna and
quy wire earth fixings are sitting
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on insulators, it is electrified.
IT IS NOT TO BE CLIMBED. Bear in
mind that all transmitters are
somecne else's property and shoald
not be climbed when transmitting.

The risk of collision with quy
wires is real, which is why the
wind direction is so critical and
onr-heading canopy openings are a
must. To calculate how far ane
falls, consult a free fall table
and add 70/100' for cancpy cpening
(with slider dowm ) « The
difference in the different terms
is shown in the diagram. 8'
reserves can only serve any
purpose on jumps over water where
a high speed of descent into water
can be survived. Many low BASE
jurps are still one—dwte junps
and have to treated with the
respect they deserve. Tertiary
hand~thrown reserves are often
warn as in the picture in Skies
~all 3.

I hope this answers yaur
more, I suggest you speak to a
junper with BASE experience.
Lliffing

Dear Nigel,

Thanks for all your time and
effort in @sending the info.,

letter and newsletter to me.
I have written about cliffing, hut

it is not ready to publish.
However, I enclose two slides.
No. 1 is of me on the "Sea of

Dreams” route on E1 Cap in
Yosemite. (photo: FRob Slater).
It is the hardest big wall climb
in Yosemite. Unfortumately, I
~broke my leg halfway up and had to
retreat. But - later, ny partner
Rob Slater finished the raute and
parachuted off withaut me. He was
the fourth person to climb/jump E1
mp.

Photo No. 2 is of Rob (white) and
I (black) - Nicht Base Nos. 16 &
15 respectively - jumping off the
Painted Wall (Black Camyon,
Colcrado) in an effort to
jump/climb. FRob hurt his leg on
the rocky landing and we had to
give up the climb.

CQliffing is a pm‘et.'m_ng There
are sare involved in it who
stretch the rules and concept just
to say they are a "Cliffer". I am
not saying that I am making the
rules, bait I do not want it to
becare a mmber game (as BASE
tends towards sometimes).

I wvant to tell you a lot more
aboat it, hut now I do not have
the time. Hope these pictures

Randy Leavit
3lack Canyon, Colorado USA.

good tracking during a delay of 8 seconds approx.
planned to climb back up the sheer walls,

hold your interest for a while.
You may publish them in your
newsletter. Please write back.

(Randy Leavitt,

Enterprises, 207
Mar, CA 92014).

Skydiving climbers are cambining
both skills and are cliffing.
Randy Levitt and friends have been
cliffing on several famous cliffs,
inclnding the formmidable E1
Capitain and Half Dame. They have
the advantage of tadkling objects
that the non-climber would not get
the chance to jump.

Records show that cliffing was
going on back in 1965. The
Decamber '65 issue of "Skydiver
Magazine” has an accamt of
Mustrian dentist Felbermayer
clinbing and Jjunping the famous
yellos rim on "Drei Ziemmen"™ in
the Dolamites - a drop of 280
metres. After a 4-seoxnd delay,
the ripchord deployed a TU
modified 28' 1round cancpy and
landed after a 14-second cancpy
ride. At the time, dentist
730

parachute Jumps. Is Mr.

Ieavittation
13th St., Del

and Rob Slater making a two wa'ex’it from Serpents point,
The Cliff is around 2,000feet and requires

Randy and Rob had
Photo Rob Slater

cliff Jump fran E1 Cap after
watching others Jjumping it as he
was climbing. He bought a Swift
rig from a Junper at a southern
California DZ and asked to be
shown how to pack it. He
acamulated an haur of freefall
time in the vertical wind tumel
at las Vegas and then made a
stable 10-second delay fram El
Cap, with a stand—up landing in
the meadow. A park ranger happened
to be nearty and arrested him.
The story goes on to say he is now
satisfied and has no more plans to

gx;bers have a “different”,

realistic autlock on thea.r
inmvolved. Unlike a jumper, they
ramin exposed for whole days and
nights. This must huild a healthy
respect for their own capahilities

and safety (don't climb up if you !

can't get down). A BASE jumper is
only exposed to a potentially
dangeraus situation for a few

attain that position (get to the

-geconds - and it is far easier to |

edge and Jump) withaut acguiring .
the same degree of responsibility

for his actions.

Hopefully when |

Randy sends nueofmsthcu;xts'

on cliffing, we can all learm more
abaut this unique activity.

1
i
|

—
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Letters

Dear Nigel,

So nice to have met you and Andy
at Bridge Day. Since you asked
for a little background, I will
give you the basics. Burro Creek
is a big part of my BASE history,
and I will fill ywmm inan how I
came across it.

I first became interested in BASE
when EL Cap was legal and popular
‘with USPA. I heard of BASE itself
fram Skydiving nagaz:’me, and
deCLded I would like to 'pop' a
I began correspondence
to glean info for the
building jump: the whens, wheres,
hows. As I talked with Carl over
many phone calls and letters, I
began to realize what a neat,
incredible persm he was. It was
the start of a year-long
'friendship' even though we had
never met! Anyway, I decided
Crocker Bank was it. Nidk Bender
had previcusly hit Crocker 3 times
and he gave me a wealth of info
including a wery successful pack
job I still use.

On Friday, May 21st 1982, Irocb
up an elevatar, disguised as a
worker, hard hat and all, my rig
paper wrapped as a padckage. I
exited the north face, 53rd floor,
under the eyes of about 15 workers
who had heard of this but never
seen it. It was incredible, the
the 9 a.m.

The rest was history.
besides total exhileration, was
that I would & it again!
Only two days later, back in
Phoenix, WNick said he had a 1000°
smokestack. We got it. On
Friday, a week from Crocker, we
got 750' Glen Canyon Dam Bridae.
Got arrested too! £168 fine and a
day in jail. In 7 days, I had
B.A.S. = I needed earth! On 7th
July 1982 I got 450' Saddleback
Cliff. I was Base 37! Now we
needed new thrills. Nick and I
formed an alliance; we had to, we
were the only BASE jumpers aromd.

In late August 1982 I ‘'found'
Burro Creek Bridge. Chuck Wright,
23, and I tested rigs offit, and

procedure to ocampletely rid me of
gear fear - samething I could not
find myself.

Anyway, the results of the weekend
are on Base Tape 2. Since then,
Nick has made a mere 26 jurps
here; I have made 14 to date.
In Bwrro Creek we had a great
site, anly 2 1/2 hours er.VJ.ng
time fram Phoenix. Since
'opening' this site, over 85 jumps
have been made, 40 no less by Nick
and I. I began to get seriaus,
and huilt my own bridge rig, with
a 48" P.C. I hawe used it at
Burro, New River Gorge and at a
cliff in Ariz that Carl and Jean
mt:roducedneto.

To date, myBASE career has been
very rewarding. The following is
my log list:

1 building

1 smokestack (Attenae)

19 tridges (3 different, 2 at
night,  lowest Burro Creek

Superstructure 338" tallest,- Glen
Canyon Bridge 750')

4 Earths

4 Burro Creek,

My life has been enriched by the
junps but, more importantly, by
people 1like Nick, Carl and Jean,
who gave so much to me. Thanks
folks, I love yal!!l

Well, there it is, in a mitshell.
(J.D. Walker, Arizona Paradzuite

Enterprises, 507 W. El Prado Rd.,
Chandler, Arizona 85224)

1900' TV mast jumnp

Dear Nigel,

Thanks for your Newsletter. I
think it is an excellent
production. I will certainly be
glad to receive subscriptiom
details about future editions.
Hopefully more jumpers will become
aware of what can be done with
reasonable safety. I myself did a
7-seoond delay fram the KLV
Tower in Coweter, Cklahama. It is
1900' in heidht and I enjoyed the
lab. I first arrived in Muscoggy
in May 1981, and heard abaut the
tower. While I was there a quy
climbed it and jurped it at nignht.
I thoaght it risky at the time and
did not think mxh about it. A
year later I retirned and got
chatting to two New Zealanders who
had just jumped the bridge at Lodi
near Sacremento. We decided to go
and check out the tower. We drove
30 miles up the road to Tulsa,
lots of towers could be seen and
the tower at Coweter was fairly
easily seen.

We turned left off the main road
and after abait 45 mirmxtes managed
to find a track leading to the
site. At the perimeter fence was
a board with visiting haurs. We
met a quy with a dog. He was wery
friendly and imnvited us into the
mt and told us abaut the variaus
IV monitors inside. OQutside we
started talking about the mast.
He told us two quys, Smitty and
another, had jumped it a week ago-
The quy in his hut had phoned his
hase in Tulsa who sent a chopper
to film them jumping! The pilot
then picked them up and flew them
to the DZ.

Whn ls tmsman’ N

Which Bridge? What year? See pagel0
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In the ocentre of the tower is a
lift, hut before the lift is used
the microwave transmitters at the
top have to be switched off for a
period of two hours. We were told
the microwaves can sterilise your
eyes. Next to the transmitter is
a 6' ledge, the structure is made
of angle iron with a ladder
oatside the min base up to
apprax. 20' where the main
interior ladder starts. The tower
is painted white and red, each
colaur being approx. 92'. The
tower has 3 corners with three
sets of quy wires on each comer.
Then Imet Lori ILove who had jumped
it previausly with an English
girl. They went to the 1300°
level as the girl's hands were
bleeding (she hadn't any gloves).
So finally at 3 a.m. on 15th July
1982 we met. Pete and ny mate
drove us to the perimeter fence.
LIt was a clear night with a full
oon, we wore Jupsuits and had
Claads in Wonderhogs. ‘Then we
walked for about 1/4 mile and came
to the inner fence which is about
9' high, made of chain wire
fencing with barbed wire running
across the top stidking aut 2',
overhanging. We were careful to
be dowmwind to avoid the dog
scenting us. I pushed her up and
followed, then proceeded to the
bottcm. The dog started barking.
We stopped, and it ceased.

)
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We then climbed for about 150°. - asli } .
The dog started barking again and Smitty back to earth from "Highbridge" Tennessee (300 feet)with a front
the hut door opened. We froee for mounted Base rig containing a round canopy deployed by 52inch pilotchute
about 10 mirates. He locked up with hand held 8 foot reserve

and said nothing and walked off.

We said "¥*** it" and carried on -
Jc].imb:in;, stopping for a rest Sﬂdﬂdﬂwnwaruing I cut away my main as the reserve
-every 15'. At abaut the 1200° The following is an extract from a was filled with air.” )

level we started throwing paper | letter JUMP received. It is the ‘Strong winds brought me into and
down to find out the wind account of a cliff jumper who blew | VeXy near to the lower section of
direction. It was blowing | up his canopy by over-delaying | the wall. I almost touched the
straicht between two Of the qiy | With the slider packed down. 4 | trees. Steering was = very
lines (perfectl) We saw a few seconds would seem to be the | difficult. Two times I was sure I
vans pulling up to watch us. Iori | longest delay advised with slider | WS J0IN9 to land in the trees.
had been fined one dollar the packed down. The site was around It was ocovicus I was not going tc

previms dive. 1000' sheer, 1700' to the water. land over the water. But as I
Read an ... care down 1 saw I was not too faor
So, after 4 hours and 20 mimites fran the water. The reserve was

we were 100' fram the top. We saw "... Weather and wind were turning aromnd when I bounced intc
Pete in the pidap arrive. I toock perfect. I packed with slider a rock with my left foot. Then I
my rig off and tock a few down and put on a big grabber (52" fell backwards ard slid down the
pictures. We decided to step off pilotcdute). I plamed a 5 secand rock into water, thank God."
o avoid frant looping. I went delay, hut went over 5 to 6

first and tried tracking, which I seconds. When I let go (I had the Luckily the Jjumper was not
faund impossible. After the third pilotdmte in my hand) I got that seriously mirt and his ground crew
set of quy wires I dumped cut very, wvery hard opening shock. in the pick-up boat retrieved him
having dne a 7-second Gelay and | Then I suddenly realised that I | and his cancpy. As with all jurs,
Lori having dne a 3-second delay. ripped my main apart. Both | plan your emergency procedures
We landed (K and jumped into the and bottam, fram front to back | befare you jump. If you plan to

had
. X top
car, having had a nice, enjoyable all to
jump. All the best, was low fram before, I did slider up, bearing in mind that
not ait away but palled my slider up can add up to 200' to
(RH KILT 80 approx.) | round reserve. Watching it open, the opening.

F I
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October's PBridge Day set new
records for BASE Jjumping. 242
skydivers registered to make the
876' bridge jump. 420 jmps were
recorded by the manifest that wes
set up at the exit point. G:rl
forms and distriluted a "Helpful
Guidelines” sheet that is re-
produced here.

Carl addressed the potential
Jurpers at a ocagrehensive
briefing prior to the start of
juping on Saturday morming. 70%
of the Jmpers were making their
first BASE jump so they listened
very attentively to Carl who gawe
a very straigntforward and
thorough Ixiefing on how to make a
safe jump. It was an inpressive
sight to see the car park area
filled with junpers packing rigs.
It was Llike being at a

" meeting old friends
’ recognising familiar faces.
" By 9.45 there was a large
. gathering of jumpers in gear,

"-L!‘-, waiting to get anto the hridge.

- The police had closed oche side off
" and were waiting till 10 a.m. to
- allow the pedestrians onto the
- bridge. It was a funny feeling to
be walking down a road to make a
jump, passing all the stalls and
= Stands anid a carnival-type
atnosphere. .

The bridge was opened by a graup
of local rumners who broke throuch
the ocordn of police. Keen
jumpers were running along with
them in their eagermess to be the
first fram the bridge. Soon after
10 aum. there was a quewe of
aramd fifty Jjumpers waiting to
enter the roped—off exit area. It
was strange to be queuing up to
make a BASE jump. At ope stage it
had definite overtones of being a
lemming.
The edge was lined
with would-be Jjunpers wanting to
watch a few jumps before getting

in the line. A Jjwper would

| disappear, all the heads along the
bridge edge would lock down, and
finally lock back up, shalu.ng
their heads. Us lemmings in the
quexe did not know what had
happened to the jumper. Had the
cancpy opened? Had they landed in
the water? We simply shuffled
formard and watched the next

| lemming disappear. ..

conventional Skydiving Boogie,
angd

BRIDGE DAY ‘83

After a while, we reached the exit
area and waited for the jumper in
frant to go. Next, we gave axr
registration mmbers to the girl
at the mnifest and checked aur
gear and prepared cur pilotcihates
as the Jjumper in frant stood on
the other side of the rail
positioning up to go. Back was the
ald pre-jurp feeling, dry mouth
and apmrehension suddenly
there was a clear space at the
railings and we canticusly climbed
up and over. There it was, a 900'
drop dosn the river. The noise of
the crowd went winoticed, the
pulse quickened, the adremalin
started to flow, no tarning back,
we had just flown all the way to
West Virginia for this jump. "Are
you ready?” "Yeah! "
"5esdee3002.01..G0!" I laamnch off,

weightless, totally camiitted and
falling. "ne thousand ... ch
dear, I don't feel camfortable

+e.”" Arts and legs flailing to
keep head high. The bottam of the
arch of the bridge all rusty and
brown shoots by. "Three thousand”.
I'm now in clear air beneath the
bridge. I must give Andy clear
air to open in. "Four thonsand®.
On "five thousand” I throw ocut the
parachute; before I can count to
two, ny Cruiselite has bharst cpen

and I'm locking at the botbom of
the cancpy and Andy wunder his
Fu'efly above me also cpens

g8 F

"Alright!™

The landing site is full of
Jumpers padking as fast as they
can, hazzing fram their jump. It's
hard to stop watching the bridge,
as every minute there is ancther
back to the hridge top was hard
work. If you were luncky you had a
ride in or on a van.
Unfortimately, we had to walk. A
nice October day walking up the
side of the gorge, still watching
Jupers coming off in a never-
ending stream.

Jurpers were notably more relaxed
on their second Jumps, less
Jurpers appeared to front logp and
same became more adventurcus with
their exits. Back loops and P
were  seen. Andy and I onl,
managed three jumps each hut by
the last jump at the end of the
day we felt so relaxad we really
enjoyed the jups. Some jurpers
managed to maeke as many as five
Jups.

It was a memorable feeling to be
standing on the sand bar at the
landing site as the kridge was
being closed. It was late
afternoon and the landing area had
a relaxed endof-the-day feeling.
The last few Jjunpers gracefully
stepped off the bridge, each under
the impressicon they were the last
Jumper. Ex-patriate Brit Derek
Thams was the second to last
Jumping his sliderless Comet
Reserve cancpy. After cpening, he
gave a fine demonstration of
rewerse flight down the gorges
You oonld share his feeling of
He was yet ancther

Carl addressing the potential jumpers in he -ca; park area.

Jump-naoce R




Two British jumpers cauaht on exit from the 876feet hiah New River.Bridge.
trom the basket of a mechanical "Cherry P19ker" hanging off the bridqe.

first-timer who made three junps.
That evening in the bar at the
bliday Inn, the football on the
™V was turned off and on came the
BASE videos much to the surprise
of the whuffos; next came video
fooctage of the day's Junping,
vhich was much appreciated by the
gathering of jumpers. New friends
were made, much beer was drunk and
" went on and on ... Late that night
the Jjumpers started back for home
and another week at work..
This year the conference roam at
the Holiday Inn has been booked
for the first ever BASE AGM and
banquet. An internaticnal
gathering of BASE jumpers. This
year's Bridge Day should be on the
first weekend in Cctober and there
are plans afoot to make it a
smooth-running and safe "un—
organised event". After last
year's unfartunate fatality it was
universally agreed that there
shauld be greater support on the
river in case of water landings,
thoudh it is ultimately up to the
landing procedires.

Prior to last year's Bridge Day it
was suggested that every jumper
ontribute a few dollars for a

rescue boat. Mary  Jjumpers
cantrihuted hut many jumpers were

Bridge day statistics
as coinpiled by
Larl Boenish

242 jupers registered

420 jumps recorded

2 illegal jumps on the Sunday

1 jup every 51 seconds

Ieast experienced jumper 35 junps
Average no. jumps 729

70% jumpers no previous BASE exp.
378 wore flotation gear

58% wore helmets

50% wore jumpsuits

91% jumped with slider down

80% held pilotcmte on exit

England and South Africa
2 jumpers used ripccrds
1 juwper used a 40' static line
CRW hook up by 2 jumpers from

Texas
3 jumpers fram England
2 jumpers achieved BASE nos. 51/52

The date of this vear's'Bridge
Day 1s Saturday Octoberl3th

for further information )
‘contact’ Greg Gates who is keeping
a record of all NREB jumps (see
BASELINES) .

8116, E.45th St.lawrence, In. 46226

Phil Smith took this picture

less than happy that they might
have to pay same mney tosards
their own added safety when it was
going to be a free jup ...
The statistics published were
compiled by Carl Boenish after
painstakingly working through all
the registration forms that were
capleted. He also has a carplete
record of all the jumps, who the
jarpers were, and the timings of
the Jjups. Carl spent six haars
in the bucket of a "cherry picker”
filming the jups and offering
weloare words of advice to the
jupers befare they slipped off.
His wife Jean spent her time in a
mallhe].:.cqx:e.rfllnnngthedays

events fram  the air, while
and Jjumper David
Blattel, who also helped film the

first jumps from El Cap, spent the
day stuck on a ledge at the side
of the gorge, also filming.
The results of their hard work -
‘4,000 feet of shot film - can be
seen on a soon-to-be-released 25

mirmte video which is an
enlightening and entertaining
record of the day's jumping.

There is a wide cross-section of
Jups recorded, good and bad
exits, stable and unstable, on and
of £ heading openings,

malfunctions, even a succesful aat
away! RW and CRY, and acauarate

- e ens  me anones




BRIDGE DAY ‘83
Cont.

and not so acawrate landings.

you are interested in making a
bridge Jjump, grab a copy of the
video and watch it several times.
You see state of the art and first
times - the good, the bad and the
wgly.

The mechanics and organising of
the involvement of Jumpers in
Bridge Day was achieved by Phil
"Smittie" Smith and Greg Gates,
who dealt with the local
organisers who. made it possible.

The incident at Bridge Day has
already had an effect on the
planning of this year's event.
This year it is plamed to
have fast notar launches with
resale teams and havwe a line
stretched across the river
downstream which a jumper in the
water ocould cling to if the boat
missed them.

BASE Jjuwping is a science and
requires "attention to detail” and
is ultimately down to individial
responsibility - once you step
off, it's all down to you ...

Who is this man?

Don Boyles of Tulsa, OCklahoma,
is pictured prior to his jump fram
the Royal Gorge bridge, September
7th  1970. Gear was military
surplus with a TU modified 28'
ramd cankpy as the main.
Deployment was ripcord activated
with canopy packed in a sleeve.
Don was one of the 220 jumpers at
Bridge Day making his second jump
with the help of scme of his
friends using a Strato (Cloud
canopy with ripcord. Don
designed the patch for Bridge Day
re-printed in this issue which he
can supply as patches, transfers
or T-shirts.

Note that Don earned a place in
the Guinness Book of Records with
his jup as the "highest bridge

Jamp". Will last year's Bridge
Day earn a place as the most BASE
jumps done in ore day, and as the
most  jumped cobject in the world?
It was good to see you at Bridge
Day, Don, keep on junping.

If you would like info on Don's
Bridge Day merchandise, you can
drop him a line at: Don Boyles
9536 E. Newton Pl, Tulsa, Okla.
74115 UsA.

HELPFUL

GUIDELINES

{Please read this carefully}

= JUMPING BEGINS TODAY AT L0:00am AND ENDS AT 4:00pm.

= GROUP EXITS WILL BE LIMITED TO 2 MAX.

= ALL JUMPING WILL BE CONDUCTED FROM ROAD LEVEL ONLY. AND FROM WITHIN THr DESIGNATED

ROPED-OFF AREA.

= STAY OUT OF THE ROPEDL OFF AREA UNTIL YOU HAVE MANIFESTED AND ARE READY TO JUMP.
= KEEP ALL DELAYS WITHIN A 2 - 3 SECOND ENVELOPE TO HELP ENSURE SAFE OPENING ALTITUDES.

== PLEASE HELP TO KEEP THE LANDING AREA CLEAR AT ALL TIMES.
= NEVER COMPROMISE YOUR SAFETY 8Y RUSHING YOUR PACK J0B. CHECK YOUR GEAR CAREFULLY BEFORE

AND AFTER EACH JUMP.

= REMEMBER YOUR WATER LANDING TECHNIQUES. AND HAVE THEM SET IN YOUR MIND BEFORE YOUR JUMP.

REMEMBER. . . IT'S BETTER TO LOOSE YOUR GEAR THAN YOUR LIFE:

= IF FOR SOME REASON YOU MUST INITIATE A WATER LANDING. REMEMBER TO AVOID THE SWIFT MID-
RIVER CURRENTS. AND HEAD FOR THE CALMER AREAS CLOSER TO THE SHORE.

= THINK ABOUT YOUR LANDING CAREFULLY. HAVE BOTH A PRIMARY AND OPTIONAL LANDING SITE IN
MIND. THE RIVER IS SWIFT NEAR THE CENTER. AND THE SHORE IS QUITE ROCKY- IF YOU HAVE
NOT EXAMINED THE LANDING AREAS FROM THE GROUND - DO SO NOW! THE NUMBER OF JUMPS YOU
WILL BE ABLE TO MAKE WILL DEPEND HEAVILY UPON THE SUCCESS OF YOUR LANDINGS. IF THE
ROCKS BOTHER YOU. THINK ABOUT LANDING IN KNEE DEEP WATER.

= FOR STANDARD BASE EXITS. KEEP YOUR HEAD HIGH. BEND YOUR KNEES. AND THROW THAT PILOT

CHUTE INTO CLEAN AIR!

= IT WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECTIATED IF YOU OR YQUR FRIENDS COULD LEND THE USE OF YOUR

VEHICLE TO HELP SHUTTLE JUMPERS BACK TO THE TOP.
= THE SUCCESS OF THIS BRIDGE DAY~ AND FUTURE ONES. GREATLY DEPENDS UPON YOUR COOPERATLON.

THIS IS AN "UN~OFFICIAL EVENT™. AND YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL YOUR ACTIONS:®

HAVE A GOOD TIME ! ! ¢

(n. gase® 18 ¢ napi*L)

Up close and personal

Once-a-year open house at the New River Gorge Bridge

8y Terri Thomton

Staff Writer near the

FAYETTEVILLE — At about Sat- On the bridge, parents chased their

¥ e children, lf;al t{wg‘ would fall over the cuger coverin; .:u:, :egs.rd ieezed a5 his
te and steel e. mo pus! im towa south en

concre odg of |he bridge. No one wanted to miss the

year's only oplportunuy to see this grand

urday, a man stopped and stood beside a

slgn on the New Raver Gorge Bridge which
**No Stopping or Standing.'

He was among the more than 40,000

people who walked, skated or bicycled

From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., the bridge

looked like a county fair, lined with more of the bridge. nd traditional App

than a hundred vendors selling everything Other people weren't as frightened of b'“% music throughout the day.

from crafts and T-shirts to beans and po- the fall, ¢ ng to jump from the bridge t am I doing hanging ‘round? [

tat salad. into the gorge, 876 feet below, From above, should be on that train and gone.’
Across the bridge and around the cor- spectators could hear the faint sound of a sang, their audience smiling almost as

ner. craf sold or rated siren echoing through the woods, while on much as they.

leather goods, wood crafls, pewter, woven a liny street beside the river, a mat Transit Authority _shuttle

wool, guns and old-fashioned wreaths, size ambulance sat waiting — just in case. buses took \wary visitors from Fayette-

. while babies raced to the finish line in ra- A chocolate-brown le sniffed the

dio stations WOAY's Diaper Derby and a

toryteil curi tales about life
: fv.vi‘,’."" ous ! pleAump from the %
small boy in a hospital-t;

“Don’t lean over so far,” a shocked
mother called to her little boy.

“I'm not,” he said absenty, as he
across the 3,030-foot-long bridge during leaned further.
Bridge Day '83. “Don't worry me like that, please,”” she
said as she jerked him away from the side

concrete wall, while his young owner

structure up close.

peered over the edg; walching crazy peo-
rid

The afternoon held lots of entertain-
ment as well as food and sales, with the
ﬁve-man Fayette Station Band

tor ‘enter an

ville to the brid é{e to the Canyon Rim Visi-
back again. Those with

walking shoes ignored the buses and gt
plenty of exercise.

At Canyon Rim, Talcott's Jimmy Costa
started his story hour with a banjo tune or
two. ALEer of children filled the front
row on shady hill, letting the adults fail
in behi

Cosm lold the crowd about an old
woman who got a lace-hlt One of the
woman’s friends told him, *'{ think they
overdone it. Ever' time she blinks, her
hose go up and down,”" he said in a high-
pitched voice, poking fun at the old
woman,

Bridge Day feslivities loday |ncludc the
following events: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. —
River Crafts Fair, Canjvon Rim: 1 p.t
0ld Time Music with Jimmy Costa, Can-
yon Rim: 2 p.m. — The Crossmen, gospel
music.




Eiffel

Tower

Towards the end of March, Mike
McCarthy, British BASE 1, slipped
over to Paris to check aut a
possible site; within two days he
was back collecting his rig.

Back in 19852 Frank Donellan had
made the same trip with the same
idea. He found he had to queuwe
for two hours and he only made it
up to the first stage. He came
back with the same messace hut
never had a chance to return, hat
he described his trip to those who
" re into BASE jumping. Mike had
r-Cked up the idea agin and
had now foaused all his energy
into the idea.

The next weekend, Mike and Amanda
Tucker were on their way back to
Paris with their rigs. In Mike's
words, "We're not caming back

until the Eiffel Tower has been
Mike had faomd a @p in the

suicide net that he had calaulated
was 8" wide, enocudgh to squeeze
thraxh. The only problem was, it
was abaut 8' up. It was a further
ten days before Mike and Amanda
juped it. During that time they
rehearsed every aspect of the jup
time after time, even timing the
speed of putting on a rig. Amanda
went back up the Tower several
rimes to study the habits of the

arity quards and to measure the
eact size of the gap in the
suicide net. Gn one visit she

tock a parabag stuffed full with

sleeping bags and clothes to see
if she would be searched. In the

meantime, Mike ordganised the
photographic coverage with the
media. Finally, the day came and
Mke and Amanda set off to the
Tower with some friends to make
history. It was to be Amanda's

first BASE Jjump hat by no means
the first time she had set aut to
meke a BASE jump. She had been on
three previcus intended BASE jump
trips only to be weathered cut.
Mike had been coaching her for her
first BASE jump since October last
year. Only a fellow BASE jumper
can imagine the way Amanda must
have felt on the way to the Tower
and in the 1lift and on the top
platform suramded by taurists,
wntil Mike said the word ...
The rest is histery. They jumped
off the pages of history, their
story to be seen all aramd the
warld. Yet ancther abject
conquered, leaving us to wonder
what is left to jump? I'm sure

Amanda Juped a Firefly and Mike
an old Merlin. Both cancpies were
free-packed nose down (a refined
form of the ™Drash Pack") with
slider down on the ocomector
links. 52" pilot dutes were
used; Mike did the BASE version of
a hop and pop while Amanda made a
2-second delay prior to throwing
the pilotdute.Velcro riser covers
were left undone and all velcro on

sua
peport™®
BRITONS
JUMP OFF
EIFFEL
TOWER
WITH ONE
'CHUTE

A BRITISH man and
woman jumped from
the top of the Eiffel
Tower yesterday using
only one parachute.
Londoners Mike
McCarthy, in his 30s,
and Amanda Tucker, in
her 20s, evaded security
measures to make the
fordidden jump from the
top of the 905ft. tower.

They hid the steerabie
stunt parachute in a
rucksack and got past
two anti-suicide nets and
surveillance television
cameras.

After Jjumping, Mike
and Amanda . floated
safely down to land on
the grass of the Champ
de Mars,

Management at the
tower, which is owned by
the Gity of Paris, were
conducting an Inquiry
Jast night

The first parachute
jump off the tower was
by a Frenchman in 1911.

Daily Mail Hﬂn'ilﬂ

the bridals was also peeled.
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April 18 1984~ I made my first jump from a

object.Exiting from the third platform of the

Eiffel Tower,900feet up. After two weeks of

preparation and waiting for the right conditions \ &S swe made

the ascent on a busy sunny morning-during Easter Nweek
) ?

The viewling platform was crowded with around150--- =7 200

tourists and a couple of inconspicuous camera /_’d, ) nen.
In order to reach the exit point we had to climb up on to a
workmans gantry above the public gallery and out onto the
anti-suicide screens- keeping in the people below.

We rehearsed this climb and putting on the rigs many ti+™
judging the whole sequence of actions-until jumping to take
us 45 seconds. After that amount of time we thought we could
expect alarm bells, security guards etc etc...However come
the real thing we found we had as much time as we wanted



with no interuptions whatsoever About ~our mipuzss 1= z2.0-
Half of which was taken up by myself-standing on the =dgs
sorting my brain out.......

When I did eventually leave I managed to stay staole for tuwo
seconds before throwing away a hand held 52" pilotchute
which quickly pulled out a "Trash- packed" Firefly canopy in
a SST Racer. I had 40 seconds of fun canopy ride before
landing on the Champ de Mars grass below. Mike Followed me
of f about 30 seconds later also using a 52 " pilotchute
which he let go of almost immediatly. Unfortunatly his well
worn Merlin, also "Trash packed" with slider down, stalled
on opening, leaving him almost touching distance from the
girders of the Tower before slowly moving away.

Anyway we both managed to stand up in front of the cameras,
and then after a quick discussion took off through the park
to a waiting car; adrenalin moving us along fast-and keeping
us that way for at least the rest of that day.

Since then the French Parachuting Federation has banned us
from jumping 1in their country for life and a few clubs in

_Britain, mainly military,have done the same.The B.P.A after

ch aiscussion have decided to take no action against us,

appreciating that we did no harm to the image of "Sport
Parachuting" and were outside their boundaries. Editors note:
Amanda and Mike have now had their membership renewals
accepted.

- . - T a— ‘h ” -
£C% - "‘t.. - - —_— ﬂ'. Ficn. S . Sy - -




A The record jump
I&rollspiret,
.blbove the same landing area and
1%Has a 2,500 foot sheer wall that,

On Friday, July 6 Carl obtained
the  world - record for the
kighest BASE jump, measured 1in
vertical altitude
-launch to point of

from point of
landing. His

record jump was made at the
Trollveggen site called
Trollspiret "Troll Spire" which

is to the south of the regular
jump site, Brur Skar, and about
500 feet higher, but still on the
same amphitheatre shaped wall.

The normal jump site, Brur Skar,
is about 5,000 feet above the sea
level landing area and has a
1,800 feet sheer wall that allows
freefall delays of 8 seconds. The
hike up the back is strenuous and
requires a guide, and the jump
itself requires good cliff
jumping abilities and positively
on heading canopy openings.

=4

site,
is about 5,500 feet

~partially due to the steep talus,
Fallows freefall delays of 17
‘seconds. Climbing ability and a

JEAN BOENISH

the first hundred feet. Then, the
wall begins to slope gradually
back outwards. There is a fifteen
foot ledge almost three hundred
feet (4 seconds ) directly below
the launch point.It 1s very
difficult to see beyond that
ledge until about 650feet down (7
seconds), where the wall appears
to continue sloping gradually
outwards.This information  was
obtained from a number of careful
rock tests done after  the
accident by two  jumpers-one
dropping recks from the launch
point while the ~ other watched
and timed from a view point to
the side, since the launch
did not afford a steep enough
view.. Reportedly, Carl made two
rock tests from the launch point.

point

20-minute weather
clouds are notorious
periods of

can last for

After a
hold, The
for causing long
unjumpability that
weeks at Trollveggen. Carl made a
slightly head down exit.From the
guides descriptisns, 1t seems
that Carl probably passed the

"Happy are those who dream dreams
and are willing to pay the price
to see them come true..."

With the gratitude for  the
support of the jumping
Boenish. Photo-
chuting Enterprises. continuing
as before, only a little bit
slower.

loving
community, Jean

A number of people have askec
memorial jump. It seems
most appropriate-that it be held
the same day as the NRGB Day-
Saturday 13th October this year.
That wdy people can also make
such Jjumps a2t their home drop
zones on the same day if they so
choose.

THE HONOUR OF
BEING HUMAN

about a

first ledge in freefall and then
began to deploy his main.Though
we can never be certain of what
happened just  afterwards,the

The following is taken fram the
Manchester Guardian 25th March
1959, which sears still relevant
today. Caving in the British

guide are both neccessary to
safely get to the launch .area,
and  the  jump site does not

tolerate poor exits or poor canopy probably opened very. Isles was in its infancy when a

. tracking, so this site is only close to the wall and was yong caver, Neil Moes, tEFa"E
for the well seasoned BASE suddenly  turned around into trapped in .a parrow shaft in a
jumper. Proper rock  tests it.Equipment damade and physical cave in Derbyshire. He was wedged .

in for three days while there was
the most coonoentrated rescue
attempt ever made in British
caving. The incident had a
profound effect on the development
of the Cave Rescue arganigation.
After the accident, the following
was part of the leader:

*Those who risk danger, whether in
oxves, on mauntains or at sea mist

identify 2 ledges that need to be injuries seem to
cleared, the first -at 6 seconds, possibility that
The day after having made 3 very line
successful jumps from  the
Trollspiret, Carl hiked up the
back with two climber-guides who
had no knowledge of parachuting.
He had intended to photograph the

support the

the left brake
could have come unstowed
prematurely. (The toggles are
the free hanging type that do not
velcro stow onto the risers.

Carl died very quickly,though the

jumper's logbook at Brur Skar and ;

o . e . : helicopter rescue was  not scmetimes have to pay the full
en to possibly jump from that completed for three hours. He

sit he had with him his BASE : price they have pledged. It could

Srte, so ne had wi oS went doing what he loved |, not be otherwise. The adventurous

"ig-velcro-closed, 48"-pilot- "celebrating the human spirit"and cannot guard against all risks

ChUtf‘?r"ha”Cv chest-mounted dissolving human limitations. withaut reducing adventure to make

walig=gaide reserve, packed Often, he remarked that he was believe. The death that came in
ider wup Half-way , up, he very satisfied with what he had the darkmesg at Peak Cawvern is

pitiful, bat itis good that there
are thape who, for youth or adven-

secloer e try a new site in the already accomplished during his

leinirc, cocser amchitheatre- life and that if he died ture or a cange, are willing to
- ~ra = = T T : : ’
PEE WAL & The. Sguih. ”f‘- "tomorrow'" that would be fine. risk such an end.
cirbe 1s ra a0 ronh Crumr ~ 1 : tan i M R
nEke. 13 EaLigl --nter oL Carls spirit will always remain a It is in this that the honoxr of
Aie 28 CINE: LEANANG HEHEL-O¥ sueciel oz~ of ou- experiance; being boean exists.” (Petrick
Plsa, 1s very overnung for almost | Morkhcuse) .
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Incidents

mmlmmmw
experienced US BASE Jjuper

(w1th aromd 27 hailding jurps)
had a 52" pilotchute in tow after
juping fram a 400' bridge. The
pilotchute finally pulled the pin
and the cancpy deployed and he
landed (just enough time to gpen
his eyesl). The omtainer was
reported to be a tight fit for the
cancpy resulting in a tight pin.
Several Jjumpers are now using
custam BASE rigs which are closed
with an ingenicus welcro closure
which peels off the flaps and is
part - of the kridal. Tt is rigged
in such a way that the bridal
unpeels itself so as to eliminate
the possibility of the welcro

strips staying meted if pilled

‘alcng the full length of the
\\1p.

Y 7imises
r\—x:é‘;‘pxe\:;‘:“xa.udet:l'e<'x:'1ta.i.nexrbya

This set-up hopefullly
any locked container
(where the cancpy is

tight pin or fouled gramets).

There is an associated problem
that has been experienced with the
velcro rigs and conventional pin
set ups. The juper zaps his rig
ior to ext, by catching or
treading on the hridal. Jupers
have rigs set up to open with the
least farce. This happened to at
least two jumpers I met at Bridge

BRIDGE DAY

A jumper at last year’s Bridge Day
dromed after meking a water
landing under his square main and
round reserve, Jumpers
ontribrted to a rescue boat hat
it appears not to have reached
him. He was resaued downstream
apparently still attached to both
cancpies. His square had
apparently caght on a rock and
the reserve opened under water
downstream and he was thus
subrerged between the cancpies.
See "skydiving" issue no. 47 for a
thoucht-provcking letter fram Jon
Bowlin on this fatality. -

It appears that the Jjumper
experienced a pilotchute
hesitation, deployed his reserve,
landed under both cangpies and
failed toadxieveseparatimfrcm
either of the cancpies.

CLIFF STRIKE/

BACK SLIDING CANOPY

A S/L cliff jumper experienced a
cliff strike on a 300' cliff in
Brrope. The cancpy is reported to
open on heading and then fly back
into the cliff (reverse flight).
The Juper. pulled down front
1Users and cleared the cancpy fram
the cliff to land normlly. The
Jurper was repeatedly bounced down
the wall with his reserve acting
as padding, absorbing same of the
impact. The cancpy was a heavy
Strato Cloxd. A BASE jumper who
has S/L a heavy loud explained it
to "OWMP|" as follows:

Te CQoxd has a slaw forward
a.u‘speed wiﬂ;cbephrakesettm@

It appears that the Strato Cland
is not well suited for S/L jups.
A recent Eiffel Tower
recamted a similar thing to
"JUMP!" i.e. that -his flat-angled

i

settings of certain cancpies lead
to the canopy sliding backwards on
bottom surface. After watching
the '83 Bridge Day tape, "JUMP!"
spotted sare similar openings with
older generation cancpies. If ary
readers have first-hand experience
of this problem, it would be
interesting to hear more for a
later issue.

BREAK TIE MALFUNCTIONS
Dave "Dirty Deve" Qutierrez of
Jowa experienced a premature hreak
tie release while making a 180!
bridge junp over water. The hreak
tie ocomnected the S/L to the
cancgpy. He rolled on his side and
hit the water with nothing
. He surfaced consciaus,
and was pulled fram the water by
the graund crew into their boat.
He spent several days in hospital
with internal bruising and damaged
ribs. There have nov been ane,
possibly two, fatalities as a
result of premture break tie
release and several close calls.
A Eurcpean jumper experienced a
premture hreak tie hreak on a
250' bridge and had to deploy the
canopy by beating it aut of the
container with his elbows. The
free-packed cancpy caucht enough
air to lift off the junper's back
and open aromd 20' abovethe
water. (There was no pilotdute
set up). )
A nore recent develogment from
S/L. as described in British BASE
no. 3. with this system the
jumper is either under a cancpy or
hanging on the end of a static
line.
Another good reason not to use the
kreak tie method of S/L is the
oocurremeofcan@ydamge Back
in November 1981 the first S/L
square . jumps were made ‘in this
camtry. There was concern abaut
the possihility of premature hreak
tie release so three 100 1b break
ties were attached between the S/L
and the attachment point on the
cancpy. It was poinmted out by
Carl Boenish that by locping the-
break tie between the S/L and the
cancpy, we were in fact daubling
the strength of the ties to 600
Two F1.11 canopies were damaged as
the falric stitching and seams
gave way before the break ties
snapped. A pre-Fi111 thit survived
undamged only to rip up the next
year on a LAIO jump of aromnd
200°. It was the 7th S/L jmp on
the cancpy and it ripped up in a
higmy The top suxface ripped
in four places. The tgp surface




Incidents
Cont.

was fram the botbtom
surface. "On  opening shodk I
gralbed the brakes to inflate the
cancpy to find it did not want to
pressurise. It seemed 'soft'; I
paped the canopy all the way to
the gramd, 3/5 seconds and did a
crumpled plf onto the grass.”
With the present licht weight
canopies it seems very prabable
that anyone who makes a nurker of
S/L break tie jumps will
experience cancpy dJdamage. Note:
after the first S/ Jurps we
scaled down to one 100 1b hreak.
tie used in a loop giving 200 1b.
n one load we went down to 50 1b
chord looped hut went back to 100
b after a break tie snapped
remabtaely.

- .JL" =3 2 it
Conrad Freeman jupping from a
crane basket at 150feet.

Subscription
I would like to subscribe to &4
issues of Jump magazine and
enclose my cheque/money order

for £3.00 to include postage
in the Britisn

[sles or £5.57
for overseas subscribers.

Name :

Cheques/money orders to be made

payable tO“Jump"and addressed to

Jump”, 50 Mount Pleasent Crescent
London &

Back issues £1.25 if available.

QNipPETs

B.J.Worth has repeated the £.7.jump
for the forthcoming James Bond movie
"A View to K1ll" [t is reported

from a reliable source that B.J's

assistant andcanopypacker'Tweet! was
fired from the setfor 'accidentally’
falling off the Tower the next day.

Low and behold

A WORLD, record for the
lowest parachute jump was
claimed by Conrad Freeman,
22, yesterday, after he leaped
just 142 feet from a crane in
Peterborough, Cambs, using a
parachute packed in a shop-
ping bag.

Leapfrog

FRENCHMAN Pierre Gevaux
has made the first-ever para-
chute jump from the 14,690ft
Swiss peak The Matterhorn.
He landed safely.

",...then I stepped back into the
road to count the floors"
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FREE & Issue subscribtion to ”JUMb”wFor the winner drawn from the bool .

correct entries. Closing date Feb lst 1985,

Lrossword No.l

ACROSS
1. Mexican soldier of
rank (9)

5. Deploy canopy (4)

6. Fresh-water (8)

11. Initials of Arizona
site (1,1) (issue 3)
Depression (3)

Steep approach under
canopy (3)

Loan (1,1,1)
Steering device (6)
High, on vertical
axis (4)

Dark activity (5,4)
Pleasure (3)

12.
14.

15.
16.
19.

20.
23

DOWN

2. Honest delay (4)

3. Essential requirement
for a BASE jump (9)

4. Troll country (6)

7. BASE jumper ailment (7)

9. Look beforehand? (4)

10. Suspension bridge (7)

13. Who dares? (4)

14. Succeed (3)

17. Not punctual (4)

18, "State of the art"? (4)
21. British cliff initials
{(two choices) (1,1)

22. The initials of a

musical instrument, as
well as an award (1,1)

Correct solution in issue 5.
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