


the [iff] 1] stuff

Proven designs by JO Ualker

Our gear is used by Phil Smith
Mork Hewict. John Boulin, Dead
Steve plus dozens wmore. . .

B 48“ Pilot-chute

THE HOST POPULAR BASE PILOT CHUTE
IN THE WORLD. HIGH DRAG YET LOW
BULK SO EASY TO HOLD WHEN FOLDED
IN HAND. INCLUDES BRIDLE WITH

CURVED PIN. «.oovvee. ... $+49.95 ¢+ P

B Sport Death Filot-chute

BLACK 48" ° PILOT CHUTE WITH
SKULL AND CROSSBONES ..$75.00 + P

B Veloro closed BASE rig

THE ULTIHATE BASE RIG, CUSTOM MADE
IN ANY COLOUR. FULLY PADDED FOR

JUHPING - INCLUDING LATEST
SKYDIVING RIG STYLE ONE PIECE LEG
STRAP COHFORT PADS. FACH RIG

AND BASE NO. MONOGRANED ON RISER
COVERS BELOW 3 RING). PLYS FRONT
D RINGS FOR TERSH....... §395 ¢ F

m Specidl erder rigging

WE CAN BUILD SPECIAL ORDER GEAR
FOR ALMOST ANYTHING, JUST RIGHT FOR
DETAILS.

507 W EL PRADO RD, CHANDLER
ARIZONA 85224 USA

PERSONALISED WITH YOU NAHE/INITIALS

ARIZONAIZG A ENTERPRISES

HAXIHUH COHMFORT HIKING, CLIMBING AND

A an W;f/y

ROUK *N ROLL WITH BRYAN SCOTT, nIXE ALLEN,

RICK PAYNE, RICK AND RANDY HARRISON AND FRIENODS.
BUILOINGS, CRANES, TUWERS, BLACK CANYOM, HOALAY
ANO 8EST OF 85-86 BRIDGE DAY - IH MUSIC VIDLO STYLL.

$Jl. 95 SEMD CHECK OR RONEY UROER

BAYAN SCOTT LAKE WOWEILL PLAZA, 5471 LAKE WOWELL RUAD
SULITE 10S, WINIER PARK, FLURIUA I2792 UNA

SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG

NEW HARNESS AND CON’I‘AINER .00
PY, DRINGS UP FRONT FOR

CUSTOM BUILT FOR YOUR CANOI RESERVE.
VELCRO SHRIVEL FLAP DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR BASE JUMPING.
TAIL POCK

15.00
FOR FAST, ONNEADING OPENINGS. FOR SLIDER UF OR SLIDER DOWN
JUMFS. VELCRO SIDE CLOSURE.

DIRECT BAG $35.00

FOR THOSE OBJECTS TOO LOW YO FREEFALL, TINS BAG 1/AS SAF|
FEATURES YO HELP FREVENT YOUR BAG HOLDER FROM GIVING YOU A 180,
BAG 11AS HANDLES AND 6 FT SAFETY LINE,

Z00 TOGGLES $18.00

THE BEST BRAKE RELEASE SYSTEM AVAJLABLE. A MUST FOR BASE JUMPS
WITH THE BRAKE LINE MODIFICATION. GREAT VALUE—COMPARE WITH
PARA-GEAR AT 22.00 ¢

MESH SLIDER
°§ 7O AVOID LINE-OVERS BUT STILL ALLOWS F{

00
A FAST OPEMING.

47." PILOT CHUTE 7.00 + $3.00 P&H
BASIC BASE EQUIPMENT. INCLUDES A 9 FT 8RIDUE WITH CURVED PIN,
CUSTOM COLORS AVAILABLE,

GEAR BAG $40.00
= uu BAG WITH SOFT SHOULDER STRAPS, CARRYING HANDLE, YKK
Z

BASE PACKING W Bo 00

JASE PACKING TECHNIQUES FOR D-BAG AND FREEFALL.
MTAGEOF‘MRK NEWITTS LINE MOD. IN ACTION OFF A 340 BRIDGE,
ALSO 12 MINUTE VIDEQ OF 15 IUM’S DFFSANEBRIDCE INCLUDING 3-WAY
EUT. VHS ONLY. Tosal sime

\,

& “GO JUMI® A ROCK™
AN T-SHIRT

L (’ MED. LARCE & EXTRA LARGE 511.00

T&ET RIGGING

27475 YNEZ RD. #4200  VOICE (714) 699-5206
TEMECULA, CA 92390 FAX (619) 789-8563

_PL[A»S[ CONTACT FOR SHIPAING CHARGES

BASELINE

Magazine

MAKE SURE _YOUR BASE
LIBRARY IS UP _TO DATE

BASELINE BACK ISSUES:

VOLUNE 1 (NO.1~4) &7
VOLUME 2 (NO.5-8) g
VOLUME 3 (NO.9~122f811

PLUS & 7 AIRNAIL EUROPE ;
$10 AIRMAIL AUSSI

_PhilSmith 1014 Shady Trail Lane Houston,

Andy Calistrat 3202 LaQuinta Drive

“Texas T7038-1832 - (713)931-7709

Missouri City, Texas 77459-3145
(713)437-0323

DRIVE 70 YOUR NEXT

(( . JUMP WITH PHIL SHITH JJ

TALL STORIES IS A 60 HINUTE AUDIO TAPE
COMBINING INTERVIEWS AND LIVE ACTION
FROM BRIDGE DAY 1988. PLAYLIST INCLUDES

R DON BOYLE 1970 BRIDGE JUMA

R NICK FETERIS MEETS RICK PAYNE

R SNERMAN GILGOY ON LIFE, OLATH AND DRUVGCS -
RICK + RANDY NARRISON COMPARE SCARS
ALAN N AND GEORGE ROSSO BELOW 10 FLOORS
JOHN MIOEN CLIFF DIVING IN NORWAY

RICK PAYNE LIFE IN THE LOW LANE

BRAD SHITH REHEMBERS CROCKER CENTRE
PHIL SMITH CONFESSIQNS OF AN ADDICT
RICH STEIN CLIHBER TURNED BASER

PLYS AU® o JOU STANLLY, STEVE ADANS, lor &, aYLL.
DM, JLAN BOLNISH, TIN HARRIS AND GOLO ¢ ¢ ¢

LI EREE R R R

£3.95 ¢ S0P POSTAGE FUROPE 75p POSTAGE
USA/AUS ¢+ 75p SURFACE + £1.50 AIRHAIL
OVEASEAS ~ £ INTERNATIONAL (ONLY OROER PLEASE.

NIGLL SLEEC 76 CHANTRY RQAD BISHOPS STORYFORD
NLRTS CH23 285G TELLPHUNL (0273) 654485

dl&ﬁ.ﬁﬁ_ﬁia

Jump

(Uctober (9839

3.4. . . Jumping Off

5....245 Two Uay

6 . ... Beating the BASE
blues by WU

7 ... . Early Days by
BASE 139

8.9. . . Beach Party :

10. . . . Direct Bagging
test juamp report

11.... The truth barrier
by BASE 60

12.13. . Cliff Strikes

14 . . . . BASE Belgique

by BASE 117
15.... He tearnt from
that

16 . ... Bridge day info

Cover - Mike MeCarthy in action
off the 178' Leaning Lower of Fisa

Tump is the unof Ticial magazine of Lhe
British BASE Association <BBA). Neither
the editor or BBA encourage or advacate
that anyone should make a BASE jump
regardless of Lhe views expressed

within thig magazine. The BBA was
founded For and dedicated Lo Che safety,
advanoement. and pasitive public image

of BASE jumping in Ehe British Isles.

Caorrespondence is weicamed from al
points of view an Lhe subject af 6ASE
Jumping. frticles and photographs
£an anly be ret.urned if a stamped
addressed envelope is enclosed with
origital etLer.

Editar: Nigel Slee
Jump, c/a 78 Chantry Road,

Bishops StorLford, Heets NMA3 256
tel B278 EB4BES

| jump page 2




Sponsorship down under
Nick FeLeris obtained spansorship fram
Rustralian computer company Star
Computers for a Leam of Australian
BASErs Lo altend Bridge Day where Lhey
made & promational film using oustom
canopies. The filming included some
sensaLional head Lo head 'duelling canopy'
face-offs.

Norweigan John M joen reports that the
Viking BASE fssociation (VBA) have been
sponsorsed by leisure wear company Foco
Loca - That's Spanish for ‘a little bit
crazy'. The distinctive VGR loga features
a Lraditional Viking warrior oomplete with
horned helmet <new style Trall Uall frap
hat.?),

Dochie BASE

luurnalists at a recent. Bridge Day Lonk
Lhe mrnns meaning La Lhe phrase ‘Lo exit
head high" rreports BRSELINE Joint Editor
Andy CalistraL, EvidenLly some press

reports Cold of dirug crazed jumpers
leaping of f Che bridge. surely a misbake?

Meanwhile, getting down in LA.

- Two way bag jump - Alan Healheringbon
bagged partner George Rossa's canopy
from his own harness after Lhe pair made &
Lo way wal.er jumpnff a 168" 1..A. firirige.
George decided Lo call it 3 day after a fow
opening an Lheir secand jump,

Yes, but when do they sieep?

Californian BASEr fMark Hewitl is reporked
Lo have made 3@+ BASE jumps - while
Lhree oLher jumpers al fast, OcCobers
Bridge Day had around 260 - Phit Gmith,
flick Payne and Rich Stein. Climber Curned
BRSEr Rich, 23, comment.ed he's slouing
down now afLer making only 48 jumps m Che
pasl year, The year hefore he ingyer yeer
. 7B in Taur monLhs!

Bridge Day on BBC radio
BBC Essex aired a 18 minute feature
Bridge Day combining interviews and

recordings from last years event.

Jumpers featured included Brit Lee
Gilliland, Randy Harricon, Brad Smith, Phil
amith ang Tean Boemish,

Hot tonight, I've a headache

Seience News magazine reported Chat US
stientists were investigating Lhe sources
of risk-Laking behavior ~ such as climbing,
skydiving and hang glidering, because
acerding Lo Lhe ardicle Lhis behavior is
closely finked Lo risky behaviors such as
unprotected sex and intravenous drug use.
One scientist went so f'ar as Lo claim it is

| - ohvious Lhat this (risk-Laking) behavior

Lransmits Lhe virus that causes RIDS".
You have been warned!

mping off!

Last Dctober Mike McCarthy organised and

* made an authorised jump from the roof of
the 350" Guards residential Cower hiock,

- Hyde Park, Londan. The solo jump was
featured on Lhe local TV news, The first
Lendon BASE demn was made in circa 1816
when Lwa Royal Marine Officers ‘hagged’
Guardian fingel parachutes from the 158"
caLwalk of London's Tower Bridge Lo show
Lhe RAF Lhe patential of the parachute.

Hew USBA BASE newsletter

Jean Boenish has sLarted producing a USBA
newsletler entitled The BASE Manitor. The
first issue was distributed at Bridge day.

fou can subscribe Lo her 3-issue per year
newsleCler for €22, the money will be used
La help continue her lang term praject of
getting Lhe U5, park service Lo drop their
* - ban on cliff jumping. In 1881 Jean helped
her husband Car! produce BASE magazine <6
issues) - still a valuable reference source

for anyane inLerested in Lhe early days of
BAIE. Copies may still be available. USBA
12618 S. Manor Drive, Hawtharne, CA BB2EA
Tek (213) 678 AIG3

[ . ’ M

One Pizzd to go
thike WicCarthy, BASE 24, had an amusing
encounter wilh a video LotLing Lourist:
when he static-lined from the 178" Lall
Leaning Tower of Pis-a. Explaining he was
about Lo make Lhe ump he reached down Lo
unzip his parabag. ~Oh my God...” exclaimed
Lhe Lourist as he heat a retreat. Lo Lhe
B oLher side of the bower. Afterwards,

seeing Hike was still alive, he tried Lo
reneu Lhe agueintence but, Mike was
already away for a celebratory breakrast,

Ghedder fatafity update

Ilichael Gibbard died in May 1887 while
atLempting Lo static-line from Lhe 360
High Rock, Chedder Gorge. IL is now
L.hought that the cavse of Michael's Lotal
- matfunction was Lhe failure of Lhe knok
used Eo Lie Lhe end of his static-line to 3
Lree sLrong point. Apparently Lhe knot
came undone on Lhe initial static-line
snatch before Lhe hight of static-fine
lnoped into Che rubber band container
closing loop could be pulted free Lo deploy -
Lhe caropy, and as Lhere was no piloL-

chute assisl. Che conbainer sLayed shub.
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Drop test
‘hang-ups

 ‘Last year [ was shown a cfiff by a friend
who Chought I might like Lo check out iLs
JumpahiliLy. Ue drove Lo Lhe cliff Lo check
it gut but 1 found esLimating Lhe height.
very hard. IC looked gumpable but. was it
hlgh enaugh? AL Lhe Lop of Lhe ciiff [ got

Dead Steve lives

Oead' Steve Marref, a USAF fighter pilot,
prnke toth legs on a 588° ciff jumpin &
remole area of Saudi Arabia. Dead Steve,
'sha is now nearly Tully revovered and back
home in Lhe USA, had been exiled Lo Saudi as
punishment. For his BASE jumping exploits in
Lhe USJ by his disappraving bosses. Reparts
indicale Lhat broken suspension lines might.
have caused Lhe Lurn. Having already
buried his rear risers before impacl SLeve
was able Lo iy his canopy backwards of f
Lhe ciiff saving himself from further

damage

A upl.lar tigure on Lhe US BASE scene,
Oead Seve earnt. his nickname after his
Lhird BASE reserve ride (all open belw
18R 1 a nut.-a-way on an 1808

' cliff yump. His partner, watching from
‘above, was sure Steve was dead so cafled
iout. @ rescue party Lo coflect, Lhe body,
[Meanutile Steve, wilh 3 couple of braken
ribs, made his way Lo 3 local bar for some
liquid medicatian, which is where his
asLonished partner g're:t.eﬂ him with Che
immortal words “fou're dead Steve!”.
most recent advenbure has a furLher
LwisL. fs a resull of his acrident SCeve
missed his Christmas flight home Lo Che US
on PR 133, Rasaanooh! Hang on in Lhere
‘Gteve.

' ﬂ good exit ponik was chosen. Twe friends

His |

an allimeLer reading of beCween Lwo and

{Lhree hundred feeL. [ Limed a stone drop
| <after first checking nobody was belaw!)

‘at around three secands, which put Che
‘height back around 158 feet. The next
(step seemed Lo be Lo CLry a drop Cest Co
.see what sort of canopy Lime we could
expect,

For Lhe Lests I had Lwn square rigs both
BASE packed ready Lo use. Ue had also
Laken alang & ruck sack in which ta put

'rocks Lo give 3 realistic suspended weight.,

Ue put eighty or ninely pounds warth of
rocks into Lhe ruck sack. 1 decided we
would Buddy Lhe rigs of f Lhe ciiff. Uithmy
rig attached Lo Lhe ruck sack we were
reagy Lo do Lhe Cest.

were Lo assist Lhe rig of { whilst I played
Lhe part. of Lhe buddy, My Friends Lhrew
{Lha rig of f in Lhe manner you would Lhrow
isameane inLo & suimming pool. NoChing
iwrang with Lhal. I hought. My canopy
went of f and opened smack an heading and
hnded withaul mnshap on Lhe {anding area,

- Aifter the ruck sack was retreved - phew!.
*-we allached Lhe second rig and were ready
. for drop Cest two. Rithough Lhe rig was

Lheown Lhe same way Lhe secand drop Lest
ended rather differenCly Lo Che first. As
Lhe rig was thrown off Lhe edge of Che
cliff Lhe whale Lhing Lurned Lhraugh {88,
This happened before Lhe pin was pulled
from Che closing loop. Subsequently the rig
was facing Che oliff when Lhe canopy
depioyed - on heading buC now facing Lhe
chff! After striking the ciif T a couple of
Limes Lhe canopy hung up on a rack. The
canopy was relrieved and has now been
repaired.

Uhy did Lhe rig Lurn 1887 Uel, Lhe

launchers suing caused Lhe rig Lo go head "

| down and Cuwist probably because iC wasn't

Lhrown square La Lhe oliff, From Che
Lhrowing point. of view I Lhink Lhat ane

“ishauld try Lo gek Lhe rig of { a5 squarely as

ipussible and not Lo cancentrate entirely
iLhrowing for Lhrow Morward distance and
nmument.um. Ue learned several Lhings from
lt.hls drop Lest and we won't make Che same

imistakes again, A5E /37

Bross-portmg heats turbulence

i In an incident report. & fLble while back |
read of someone having problems with :
canapy Lurbulence generated from bulidings
ior whatever, This ia o problem my CRU
Leam encountered fiying sLairstep pieces
ane behind Che aLher in Lransitions, often
_resulting in canopy collapse, Le came up
“with a simple hot. knife modification which
,greal‘.lg improved Che handling of our cano-
‘pies in several ways.

! All we did was Lake 2 dinner plaLe and hal.
knife Luo large cross ports per rib and
leave the Lhird (rear) one sLandard (see
idiagram?. This improved the handiing of

four canopies in Lurtulence: Lhe npenings
{hecame betler. and no end cell closures -

Static-lined (:ru|sa|r injures jumper

fi hard landing under &n ald Cruiskir
resulled in a broken leg for a jumper
static-lining from scaffolding on a 175’
manument. when Che canopy cells failed Lo
pressurize. Firing his brakes after a
sLabie exil. and on-heading opening Lhe
Jumper was awsre of & faster Lhan usual
descent. fnLicipating a hard fanding Lhe
Jumper stuck ou ane fool breaking Lhe
inwer Libia and fihula requiring fixing plate
and serews. 1n 1984 anoLher jumper
reported a simiiar experience with a Cruis-
air after static-lining from a crane at

. |5ﬂ Lhaugh ml’.huut in jury, Beaﬂng t‘.hese
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Luwm incidenLs in mind iL's probably wise Lo
Lhink Lwice before sLatic~lining a Cruisair
or any similar vinL.age models helow 288°
guer fand (see-cross-porLing fetter).
finoLher relevent. factar in bath Lhese
incident.s mght. be Che skydivers natural
reacLion Lo pump Che brakes of a slow
opening canopy. On a sLaLic-lined BRSE
Jump using Che brakes in Chis way mightt
prevent a canapy, alreadg smkmg rapidly an
boLtom surface, from 'Fiying' and inflating.
Hewer, lighter canopies, inflate with less
‘Toruard dirspeed and Lhis Cendency is less

. ahvipus.

dynamically stalled from canopy colla-
se, Then, Lhe Loggles released <Full
ive), Lhe canopies reinflate completely
iLhoul using brake. Most importantly
FMQ all afl safer near Che ground. This is

i rahablg comman infarmation ta all, but it

5 amazing Lhe numher af older canopies
round with ittle or no cross porting (Ed:
ruisair?,

fiso in Lraining we had Loggtes fiy of© on
pening, Lying up Lhrough either slider or
ross connecl.or - usually combining with a

{188 opening! This ocourence is very rare

ut. in competition we ‘masking Lape’ the
Loggles down or hend Lack with cotbaon,
Our toggles are Lhe velcra attached, hard
end of Loggle Lhrough riser lonp Lype. |
have mcurpnral’.ed Lhis inta every BASE
Jump as wefl. 1've just read all your back
‘issues and Lhink what. you're doing is a
greal service Lo the sport.

fAndrei Percic BASE 164, Rustralian 12

Ed: Thanks for your leter. You've
probably read in BRSELINE that many
BASErs are changing Lo Zoo Loggles, which
can't come free on opening in Lhe manner .
you describe. IL's especially important Lo
change tn Zoo Loggles if rouLing brake lines:
nutside of keeper rings as Lhe hard end
Lype toggles can jam on in Lhe event. of 3
line aver.




jumping offf

This sequence caplures Lun Jumpers making
Che first linked Lwo way ofT 3 245" suspension
bridge <Sept B6). It aiso Lefls an interesting
~ story. The jumper closest Lo Lhe camera is being

buddied. NaoLe Lhe buddy uses both hands, one Lo
hold the folded pilot-chute while the other keeps
Lhe surplus bridie clear of Lhe Jumper on exit.
His companion free falls 'Lowing' his BASE piloL--
chute for a faster deployment.

Starting from a sitling exit Lhey had planned
" for the free faller Lo delay until his companion
" reached line stretch. But notice how a gentle
- head wind has already fully inflated Lhe complete-~
ly exposed pilob-chute on exit.

By Lhe second frame (1 second approx) you oan -
see Lhe infiated pitob-chute is starLing Lo pull
back the jumpers arm and effect his body
posiLion. Loaking at his partner we see Che
.canopy wad has only jusk lifted of f and Che Mree
stowed lines are sLilt in Lhe container, I will be
‘anoLher IS feel or so until he reaches line
‘strebch!

The final part of Lhe sequence shous Ehat bhe
free faller managed Lo grit his LeeCh and hold an
for another second hefare releasing Lhe Lugging
pilot—-chute. find we can see his canopy Lurned
‘slight!y on opening as a resull of his uneven hody
position, low lefL shoulder = left Lurn {oaking
back over your shoulder after pit.ching might
have a similar effect). The free fallers shadow
on Lhe exposed mud gives you an idea of his
opening height. The chosen tanding area is Lhe
narrow strip of grass running alongside Lhe fiood

wall, G

Touing Tips

For Lhis length delay Lhe jumper would have
found it easier Lowing the pilaC-chule with
atleast. half' of Lhe mesh f'olded is his hand. Thal
way he would have had Lhe reassuring benefil. of
a fast pilob-chule deployment bul wibhout
upseLLing his body posilion.  Thig is the site

* where an earlier Jumper had a sLaLic-fine Lokl

and lived (see £arly Days .
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beating the base blues

I was almost. 18 weeks since 1 did my
first BASE jump and I had been restiess
ever since waiting Lo do more. I had been
Lo several siLes with friends, discretely
checking out the suitability for a BASE
Jump. However each Lime Lhere had been a
reason why we couldn't go further. There
were problems of access, landing areas or
unsuitable conditions. Ue spent several
.sleepless nights Lravelling La North Uales
Lo climh a 788" mast, only Lo find Lhe winds
.strong and down the wire on reaching Che
Lop. A foud humming noise from the Lop did
noLhing for our peace of mind eiLher!

It was getLing me down. I had a bad case
of the BASE blues - afl the Lravelting and
steepless nights. Surely, I Chought, Lhere
musL be some BASE sites in Lhe NorLh UesL
of England just waiLing Lo be found.

Then, one of my mates mentioned a 188
railway bridge over water not. 18 miles from
‘my house. This sounded Lo good to be Lrue.
“Rfter work Lhe folowing day we both went
Lo have & [nok. 1 had packed my kil just
incase it seemed possible. Ue parked ina
.Eub car park, climbed down onto Lhe railway

rack and walked the 6B8yds La Lhe bridge.
It looked perfect. IL was a single Lraok
~ bridge with plenty of room eiLher side.
:There were four stone arohes and between

‘Luwn of them was water. Ue decided it was

“All the travelling and sleepless
nights were gelting me down..
hy W. Viaduct 1

Loo risky Lo jump into unknown water Chat
night., so we decided to wait until we'd had
Lime to Lest for underwater ohstacles -
and warmer weather, Ve did however Lest
drop my rig from an end arch over fand and
saw a perfect deployment.

Tuwo weeks later during Uimbledon week
it. was ho enough Lo have anobher go. Ue
arranged Lo meet. at Che house of a friend
who was Lo be our cameraman for Lhe
;evening. 1 had packed my kit the night
before and Look Lhe precaution Lo remove
Lhe reserve Lo save drying it. Ue had
Laken Lhe precaution of Laking another
seuba-diving friend along Lo stand by as
saf ety cover in Lhe water and Lo check out
Lhe depth. IL certainy made me feel
tbetLer when he disappeared for a while
under waLer and Lhen came up Lo Lell us
LLhere were no old cars or bikes down Chere
and Lhat, the water was over 15’ deep. fis
it was a warm evening we decided Lo jump
wearing shorts and tee-shirt.

My buddy was guing Lo hold my 52"
pilot-chute, At Che Cime I thought I didn't

 really need a large pilob-chute for the

© Q.US. currency please

" OFFICIAL N.R.G.B. "
JUMP NUMBER AND AWARDS ORDER FORM

Full Name N.R.G.B.#
|Address Phone ( )

iCity State__ Zip Country.
EDate of Jump Approximate time
| N ——

‘Wi(ness

‘For number only, send S.A.S.E. to N.R.G.B. AWARDS to address below

Items " Ceast/  Number Total _
Ordered - Item Ordered Cost
ID Card $ 3.00
Certificate $ 8.00
*Patch $12.00
‘ﬁeﬁl $ 5.00
*T-Shirt Transfer $ 5.00

}‘Mullicolor circle, approx. 4”*
Prices include shipping and handling

Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery

! Make check or money order payable to:

N.R.G.B._ AWARDS
P.O. Box 36194

TotalCost _______§ |
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Indianapolis, Indiana 46236-0194

. _students.

Jump, Lhinking iL was La fow for Free Fal.,
However, I Lhought Lhe drag fram Lhe
pilok-chule and my deploying canopy would
keep me upright if [ entered the water
before my Cruiselite did its job.

Ue checked Lhe kit and then made sure
Lhere were na Lrains coming. 1 climbed aver
Lhe side and gave my buddy the pilot-chute.

I looked down at my diuinﬁ friend, lying on
-his back in the water 18R way and Lhought
how dif ferent this was Lo Lhe last BASE
Jump off a 188G’ mast. This time I didn'C
“have Lhe company of experienced BASErs
to dispatch me.

! louked down and saw Lhe cameraman

"was ready. My buddy was ready. ILook 3

- deep breaLh , let go of Lhe rail and
LAUNCHED! Head high, my previous mast
Jump flashed through my mind. Here Iam
again! Only now I know why I am daing Chis.
fi few secands before [ wasn't so sure. 1
heard Lhe pin pap aut, Lhe ruffie of Lhe
unfurling canopy and Lhen | felk Lhe
deceleration. A full canopy, bang on
heading after 78' or so. Just enough Lime

| Gograb Lhe back risers and stall into the

.waLer. [looked back up Lo Lhe exit poink
and felt great.

My buddy whe hadn't been so sure about

-Lhe idea now wanted Lo go for it having
Just watched my successful jump, Ue -
packed his Pegasus inLa my wet container
-and I held his pilot-chute. A slow, long
count down and of f he went. The same
-result, a quick opening, 18 of f-heading and
into the water.

IL was so quiel. There were only Lwo
couples wandering by in Lhe Lwo hours we
were Lhere. Instead of Che usual apres
Jump tireakfast - afLer an early marning
BASE jump, we all wenk for a few pints Lo
celebraLe,

I know this isn’t exactly a hard core
BASE jump - 188’ over water, but it does
have several advanLages.

# IL's quiek and low key.

% I can be done early in Che
evening.

* ILt's a gond saf'e introduction
site for firsh Lime BASE jumpers
and ideal for Lesk dropping 6RSE
packed equipment.

% It will count as an 'S’ for my
BRSE award.

% find it's close Lo my home!

dince Lhis first jump, a Lotat of eight

| ense Jumps have been made from this site.

Five af Lhese have been by first~Lime BASE

wr#/




I had bocked a flight Lo go Lo Japan with
a friend who was a very experienced BA3Er.
Lie hoped Lo be able Lo do some BAJE while
we were Lhere. As ] still had Lo make my
first jump my Priend and ] agreed Lhat iL
would be nice if T could have a BASE jump
under my belt prior Lo our Lrip, A 245
bridge jump was proposed and Lwo of my
friends decided Lhat Lhey Lo would like Lo
he invalved.

UnfartunaLely we had nobady ak hand Lo
geL help from and so ended up geLLing our
packing instruclions over Lhe phone. My rig
uas packed and unpacked several Limes unLil
we were all happy Lhat Lhe insbructions we
had been given were okay. My rig was
packed, using break Lie Lo secure Lhe rig
closure and Lo attach Lhe static-line
directly to the top of Lhe canopy -
pilet.—chute and bridal removed. I was ready
Lo go. One of the other rigs was packed
twt not in my presense.

Jump night. arrived and once we had
-assembled we left for Lhe bridge. By now
we were all really buzzing at Lhe thought of
our first BASE jump. Ue had Lotal
canfidence Lhat Lhe Lwo rigs which were
elready packed were gaing Lo apen fine. On
Lhe way Lo Lhe bridge we stopped at a
friends house Lo gek our Lhird rig. Soon
Lhe rig was packed and we ail decided Lhal

Lhe packing method we were using was a
good one. Rtloot we wara ready Lo axplara

| abrand new experience.

correction Lo reach the riverside footpath,

‘our chosen landing area. Ue had decided
‘Lhat fumping over water was an extra
safety margin. Ue peered down inta Lhe

dark Lrying Lo see what we had for a landing

area.

Rt Lhe bridge we went far a casual walk
across Lhe foatpalh Lo work out where to’
make gur-exil. paint. Ue chase an exit. point
over water hul close enough Lo Lhe river
bank Lo require only a gentle canopy

Jump Lime was still some Lime of f. The
wailing was Lerrible, nervous pees were
contagious. Ue had agreed Lo drive onto
| Che bridge at 11.3@. As the big hand crawled

its way around Cowards half past I kitted
up. I felt one hundred percent sure I would
. survive Lhis jump. My Priends had decided
Lo wail and gear up on Lhe bridge. Half way
across Lhe bridge our driver stopped to
drop us off, we were out. in a matLer of
Seconds. in my mind Lhere was oniy one way
for me Lo get of f Lhe bridge, Lhat was
dawn under my canapy. Now my heart was
racing, Lhere was Lo be no Lurning back.
Three late night. straliers walked past
en joying Lhe panaramic night time view. The
clang of our static~line attached

porabana'a rung out o Lhey hit tha hridgc :

metal work.

Then we were all kitLed up. Ue checked
each obher out, all our static-lines were
alLached Lo the bridge, And Lhen there
were Lhree ready Lo leap. One leapt,
disappearing inLo Lhe blackness. His canopy
opened, stalled and flew him into Lhe steep
slope directly under Lhe bridge. 1 pushed
of f' keeping my eyes fixed on streat lights
ahead of me. I fell the first break-tie
snap, Lhen Lhe second as [ was pulled
upright, with a perfect opening. Now
approaching Lhe dark footpath I realised 1
coutdn't see Lhe ground in enough detail. 1
piled in and broke my fook. Number Lhree
leapL. Silence, he Just kept on going.... all
Lhe way Lo impact in Lhe cold waler beneaCh .
him. Two and a half hours laLer he was
Laken Lo hospital. One walked away, one
hobbled and Lhe ather frapped but lived Lo
Lell Lhe Lale.

I knew in my own mind there must, be mare
‘Lo BASE. Having wat.ched a friend ga in isn't

much fun. Ue knew what. the cause of Lhe
accident was, our friend had had a 'tatal',
The 1B8b break Lie aLtaching the end of the -
g oot static-line directly Lo the canopy
attachment point broke at Lhe same Lime as

the 58lb break-tie used to close the conta- ©

iner leaving the canopy in the now open
conLainer, Ironically Lhe canopy fioated to
Lhe surface and spread out on heading. Our
friend remembers floating back Lo Lhe
surface and seeing the canapy he Lhought
'Lhat was a hard landings.'

Ue were a group of Lhree friends who
wanted Lo do a BASE yump but had nobody
Lo ask for help. Ue all suffered in our own
+<Lle way for our eagerness Lo do a BASE
Jump. Ue fell we needed Lo Lell someane
who had a way of contacting other BASE
Jumpers Lo Lell them abouL. our nightmare,
Jump' seemed an ideal way, Hopefully no
one will have Lo go Lhrough what we went,
Lhrough again. In my mind Direct static-fin-
ing withaut. a pilst.~chute is noL. a healthy
way Lo do a BASE jump.

In hindsight. we should have sought. better
advice. I you seriously want Lo make a
BASE Jump for Gods sake get help befare
you start., There are people out Lhere who -
will help you, They may be hard Lo find but
Lhat is Lhe BFA's faull for Lrying La drive
BASE underground. 1L may not. be easy Lo

find someone but geb help. It ia esaenticl.
Ue were lucky. How lucky are you feeling?

Ed: I you need La static-line consider
eiLher Direct Bagging, Buddying.

BASE 139

Early Days

On September 24 1986 | made
my first ever BASE jumyp.
This is a story of how a sport
which can be so much fun

can so eastly tumn into a

findy Eali[‘.rat, BASELINE edita

g hibibs classic Form of f 2 1908
Dkialwoma mask.,
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BASE Beach Partg

“Finally, after years of consideration
it's happening!” announced Lhe classy postal
inviLaLion. BASE BA was organising our
first, BA3E Rocuracy meel complete with
beach party, barbeque, suimming <brr!), a
BBA judge, medals, Lrophies and certifica-
Les for everyone and unbeatable jump

rices - free! Reading on [ learnt Chal. any
low pulls' would earn a bust with disqualifi-
cation for a mal. “Leave your politics and
inhibiCions at. home" read Lhe invite.

"There's gonna be a parLy and we want
‘Lo party with you!"

Come the day and we all evenCually meL in
a sheltered corner of a wind swept field
above Lhe jump site. Eight competitors
. had been invited with experience ranging
from 2 ~ BS BASE jumps, 77 - 3,808
skydives, an average of 33 BASE jumps/8-
55 skydives each. It also Lurned gut Lo be
a celebration for Che organisers 28th
-birthday. Apart. from Che niggling headwind
Lhe conditions seemed perfect.

fn hour before Che meet Lhe Chief Judge
and MeeL. Director sLood on Lhe shoreline,
next Lo an impromLu driftwood wind sock
facing out inLo the sLeady 18-15 knot
onshare breeze, Above Lhe competitors
waiLed anxinusly for Lhe verdict. The
Lop-Lo-hobtom radio crackied inCo life -

- Yes, the meet was on!

Deciding where Lo 'spot’ Lhe accuracy
target provided it.'s oun unigue problem as
Lhe meet included both freefallers and
static-finers <all using squares). The
awkuward wind-conditions, blowing at a 45
angle onto CLhe beach, meant Lhal the usual
landing area - 2 long strip of shingle beach,
had Lo be abandoned in favour of the far
sharter left section,

There nuickly emerged Lwo distinct sch-
ools of Lhought over the spotting - land
down wind and be dammed, or, sofLly
upuind, The upwind option would be fine 'or
Che freefallers with Cheir 5 - B second
canopy rides but awkward for Lhe static--
liners with Cheir longer rides - with
waler/rock overshool. A compremise was
reached ~ which didn't. really suit, anyone!
The farge paper accuracy cross was unfu-
rled and weighed down with pebbles slightly

upwind of Lhe exit point.

Back on Lop as we prepared our gear Lhe
local Coast. Guard Land Rover patral
appeared in view. Ue quickly elected one of
our party Lo handie the PR, The Coast
Guard admitLed i wasn't Che sporL Tor him
but. wished us luck and left us his phone
number Lo call when bhe meet. was over and
for fulure visils Lo Lhe site *, !e also

jump page 8
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Base 106 holding pilot-chute
in the conventional 's’ folded
. style as he starts his delay.

gaue us directions Lo the nearest warking
_phane in case we needed Lo call For any

rescue help. Ue were ready for round one.’

The three staLic-liners went first using
a varieLy of meChods. The free fallers
looked on with 'interest’. Static-line
square malfunctions Cusing break-Lie) have
ali-eady killed Lwo and badly injured a Lhird
British BASE jumper.

The first Lo go was a young lady making
her second BASE jump. She composed
herself at. the start of the narrow exit
runway and before long took several dete-
rmined steps and was over Lhe edge. The
efTect of Lhe head wind became ohvious on
inflation. For a second Lhe canopy hovered
feel From the cliff fully pressurised with
HiCEle height Inss. Brakes off and she
headed ou on her pre-arranged flight

- plan, slightly bobbling in Lhe headwind fL,

f.o 'S' nff some height. hefare Lurning back
for Lhe LargeL.

Below Lhe Accuracy Judge wabched her
progress ready Lo cover Lhe distance Lo
Lhe point of touch down {measured in
Jjudge-sized paces). Aftera long canopy
ride she disappeared from our view flying
back Lowards Lhe cliff. Ue waited with
Lrepidation Lo hear if she'd landed OF. A
few seconds later the Judge radioed up Lo
give the score of gur first BASE accuracy
compeLitior - 48 paces!

Next came a young man making his second
BASE jump - now BASE 228, fifLer a good
strong exit he went. a littie head down but
was soon pulled up by a good on-heading
npening. Third Lo go wes a an accomplished
international BASEr, Not quite ready for
300’ free falls he also chose Lo use a
static-fine. OFF he lept with his disLincLive
banana arch for yet another fast on-hea-
ding but curious opening. Tail high, Lhe
leading edge of his Maverick canopy dived
down lunging for air Lo pressurize Lhe cells.

The Maverick settied down as soon as he
pumped Che brakes and corrected a slight.
Lurn.

uith some relief, the static-line strong
paint. rope was pulled-back out of Lhe way
and Lhe first of our five free fallers,
BRSE 187, stepped down onta Che exit
runway. Standing tLhere head down arms by
his side he resembled an Dlgmpm high diver
preparing for his dive, I'm sure he was also
re-living a pilot-chute snivel {caused by a
Light container loop and Loo short a delay)
on his last visik Lo the site! After 30
seconds, his fore arms now raised he
confidently started his E° run Lo Lhe
rounded drop off point. He dropped silently
from view in his characterisLic sLanding up,
legs straight, free fall position, pilob-chu-

" tein hand. A few seconds later we heard a

muffied "lierrack!” and faint, but distinct
wind blown cheers from Lhe growing party
an the beach.

The next competitor, BASE 198, exhibi-
t.ed a Latally dif ferent. schoal of free fali
style, head high, arms iow, feet up. He
pitched his pilob~chute with an easy under-
arm flick - Lo guud effect, anoLher fast
onlieading opening. IL's interesting Lo see
how BR3E students Lake Lhe style of Cheir
Leacher, in Lhis case nbvigusly BASE BA.

Those of us (eft ab the Lop waited Lo
hear his score. “Three paces” crackled Lhe
radio. The competiLian was heating up.
Then there were Chree, BRSE 6@ ~ Lhe
psycadelic wasrrior resplendent in day-gio |

.T'ace paint and headband, myself and 6ASE .




Jf

A/A

IBE who was Lhe next Lo go. Little did Lhe
beach parLy know but Lhey were in for 8
Lhrill, BRSE 6 likes Lo build up a fitLle air
speed before making his Lhrow. A few
unhurried bul purposeful strides and he
placed himself' knees down into Lhe void Lo
start. his delay! On Lhe beach, directly
over Lhe spectators,his lanky outstreleh-
ed frame darkened Lhe sky... Kerrwack!
The static-liners were hecoming impressed
with these clean on-heading free fail
ngenings.

Mow it was geLLing cold, The pale
Octaober sun had disappeared behind a bank
nf elouds. BASE BB, clad in his lurid Haiwan
shirl was starLing Lo shiver so claimed Lhe
last but one slot. After checking each
other oul. I radioed down a Lwo minute
warning, Soon he was of T, slightly Lwisted
al. Lhe waist. Lo compensate for his hearty
last push of f Lhe clif f. His slightly Lwisted

- position emphasised his distincLive head

high, arms down exit. fs he dropped fram
iy view I was reminded it, had been Lhree
years since I had last watched him go, Lhat
Lime he disapeared inLo cloud on an early

Towing a partially inflated pilot
to squeeze an extra ‘i second
of free fall time. All but 3 to 4
inches of netting stowed with

surplus bridle in hand - routed
.out between thumb/Ist finger.

I marning mast jump. BASE BB was Lhe first
ta free fall Lhis site back in 1984 (cover

| Jump 1985). On Lhat occasion none of his

' skydiving friends wanted Lo come and
"wateh!

Hurrumph!' The shouts of approval
drifted away and I stood alone folding my
nwn pilot.-chute. Everyone else was down
and safe - now it was my Lurn Lo Tace Lhe
fear. Standing at the start of the
runway, eyes fixed on my final stepping

" point. T couldn't help wonder what waited

for me three seconds down over Lhe edge..
Then I was in free fall watching Lhe
undulating clif f face unfald infront of me
and Lhere below me was a strange new
sight. - Len heads staring back up at. me.
Wow! So I waved back with my free hand
and released my gently Lugging pilat.-chuke.
Overshogtiny Lhe LargeL and was immed-
iaLely surrounded by my feliow competitars,
N weicome beer was Lhrust inta my hands.
‘laanogh!’ Hugs and hand shakes and the
party began, As light feH we hasLily
gathered firewoodand buill a fire in a
shallow 'rave’ ak Che Lop of the beach

| directly beneath Che exit! i few hiours

later after our beach fire died down (still
aniy 6,38pm! > and i was of T Lo a pub where
BRASE 6@ announced Lhe scores, handed oul
the medals and a certificate for guery| one
present.. and Lhe parfy rontinued.

Post Seript
Large BASE ioads are not vsually a good
idea. Most BASErs prefer Lo jump in small

_groups of just. Lwu ar Lhree, and Lhen

i

| Accuracy results:

Throwing your pilot’ on exit can
leave you with on uncoxfortable.
woit as the pilot’ slowly snakes
up to the end of the bridle!

penple they know well, IL's saf'er on ali
counts: {ou can keep a check on your
‘attitude’ and know, Lhrough past experie-
nce where Lo draw Che line, Larger loads
have an unhealthy habit. of making decisions
Chat. a smaller group wouldn't. This meet.
was a special occasion, we were aware of
the multiplied ‘risk' factor and the organi-
ser and jumpers Look exLra special care
and Lhings went. smooChly, Everyone had a
gnod upening and a safe landing. As Lhe
invite requested, politics and inibitions {#)
stayed-aL home and we had a great party!

2

«« BAJE 190
... BASE 186

1SL sieserscannanees

30t scsnssesnnsses BASE 5B
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BASELoG. IS HERE

Record your BASE Jumps
with accuracy and detail

Your BASE # on the cover!™
If your serious about your
BASE jumping you need
BASELOG. $10.00
(USS. Shipping Incdluded: Foreign add $3.00)
Send Check or Money Order to:

BASELoq; P.o. Box 195; Oceanside CA 92054
* At your option, no extra charge.

-

BASEPILOT CHUTES

|by Para Innovators |

o Venthole on top:
o-15:foot single Kevlar
o'2-pin container
o Frec-bag deployment

$325 ‘includes canopy, container, free .
‘bag and tie:down straps:: (Carabiner !
required.y Add $8 for shippirig. " -
- IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE
S U DELIVERY!::
" .: “Andy Calistrat ~. %
3202 La Quinta Drive

Missouri City, TX 77459-3145

K (713) 437-0323
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Direct
Bagging

Direct. bagging is a popular Talifornian
technique for static-fining square canopies
from short nbjects. Unlike other
static-line methods Che canopy is deployed
Trom a bag held by an assisLant.

Bagging has a (ot going it its Tavour,
especiaﬂa safety. Inhis article ‘Romancing
the Rope’ (BASELINE Vdi 2, Issue 1> OB
pioneer Mark Hewilk, reckans Che onlg
malfunctian possible with a correctly pack-
ed DB is a line aver (Lhis mal can be fixed
using HewiLLs free brake line mod).
Bagging eliminaL.es Lhe risk of premature
break-Lie failure <I incident. 1982, |
accitient 1986 and canopy damage - an
undue sLress an Lhe central atLachment
point, The use of a back up static~fine and
re-inforced bag eliminates the risk of a
Latal €I British fatality 1982>. The
staLic-line back up is Lhere in case Lhe bag
gets dropped or pulled Trom Che assistants

_hands, and, can hold the jumper in Che
_ event. of hag lock.

Curious Lo see how D-Bagging compared
to Buddying {packing for free fall and
getting pilat-chute assist.), we gave it. a
Lry using a 175" 7 cell reserve packed nose
down inLo @ modified square free bag (Ue
used a reserve simply because Lhe main was

- already packed for free fall in a veicra

rig It took a littie Lhinking to work aul
which way up to place the stacked canopy in
Lhe bag - the wrong way up would mean
instant 188 of f opening. The lines were
then stowed an the gulside of Lhe bag.

Folinwing Hewitts advice we took the -

precaution Lo mark TGOF on Lhe top side of '

Lhe bag. Togel Che rig to the exit point
we 'field packed' the bag into Lhe canLainer
and tied it shub with a pull-up cord - having

taken care not Lo bwist Lhe bag! A 375.
‘platfarm site with clear landing area was
chosen for Lhe LesL jump.

AL Lhe exit point. we laid the rig down and
carefully opened the conLainer. Then with .
Lhe assistant holding Lhe bag, the jumper
‘put nn £he now empLy rig. The sherk
‘'static-line back up was atlached Lo a
-strong point., AfLer checking we hadn't put
a Lwist in Che lines the jumper climbed Lhe
safely rail commenting how strange iC felt
Lo be wearing an empLy rig! The assistant
now controls Che canopy heading - experie~
nced baggers Lell of angling Lhe bag Lo
deLermine Lhe canopy heading! Far this
Jump we figured straight. ahead would be -
just fine su Lhe bag was held up behind Lhe
Jumper.

After a final check Cby the bag halder)

_the jumper stoad up from Lhe lower rai
.the jumper sprang of f head high - Lo keep

feet clear Fram Lhe suspension lines. fs he
dropped away Lhe lines unsLowed and out
slid Lhe canopy for a fast on-heading
opening. The opening didn't, seem quiLe as
crisp as a conventional buddy/static-line
deployment. but. that might. well have been
hecause of the small size of Lhe canopy,
but it's fast.. In U3 jumps have been made
‘from as low as 9 floars aver water bagging
Jump fct 872, Afterwards we wondered
whether a light 2@lb break Lie might hefp Lo
hold back and help unf'oid Che canopy before
it is snatched f'rom Lhe bag?

Bagging v Buddying?

From both the jumpers and Che bag
halders point af view hagqing SEEmS more
'fun'. On ane hand Lhere's less for Lhe
Jumper Lo worry aboub. The eanapy is
already aut. af Lhe conLainer, you just

.- have Lo fall away Lo stretch it out. IL's

less stressful for Lhe bag hoider Lon, You
don't. have Lo worry about anticipating Lhe

* line stretch snalch as you do buddying.

For Lhe assistant it's a whale bunch of new
sensatinns the rapid fire whirr as Lhe line
groups pull free fram Lhe rubber bands
inches fram your face, and then the
strange f'eeting of being left halding 3
suddenly empty bag. Mind you there are
some sies where you may not have room or
Lime Lo use a 0B i.e. Clifton with Che spiked
exit rail. Buddying is 'cleaner’ - easier for
no fuss exits, just hand over your
pilat-chute and you're in business. flso

* there's nothing quiLe ke the satisfacLion

{ar is it. relief #> of giving a Friend a good
clean buddy deployment.

Bagging is now Tirmly established in Lhe
USA, 1L wilt just be a matter of Lime
before Brits visiting Lhe States ‘learnit’
and bring iL back to the UK. [Ofcourse not
everyane likes doing low stuff or static-li-
ning, BASE addict Rick Payne comments ''d
rrather watch TV than DBY. Still, what
gver Lurns you on and you mightt be trying
Lo complete the BASE circuit. Mare impor-

. Lantlyit's a safe proven Lechnique that

beats the hell out of our originat break-tie
system. The Lechnique is there if you
need Lo use it.

Further infarmaLion:
‘Romancing Lhe Rope’ by Mark Hewitt,
BASELINE Yol 2 No. 1.
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Last weekend I went back to Morth

London and jumped & building again. My
third of f it. I have a Fury and wiCh its
excepLional if L I had no problem reaching
the landing site, a building plot which is
becoming smaller as Lhe construction
continues. The jump invalves flying over a
road and a fot of hostile looking steelwork
iin the dark, From 268" safety looks a long
way off!

The manner of Lhe dive prompled me Lo
ask myself a few quesLions nok least of
which was the classic "Uhat in Gods name
am [ doing here?". You see [ went alone. |
went Lhere an Che Lube Erain, landed, Lhen
walked of f Lo a bar for a cold beer with a
kit bag full of unpacked Fury and @ chest
full of pounding adrenalin.

It struck me in Lhis crowded bar and
then in the even more crowded Cube Chak
* nobody would dream of what I had Just
down. Sa Lhen, Here's my version why.

Justifying Lhe risk is dif ficull until you
examine the motive. Same people like Lo be
scared. Personally I'm a coward, fear
doesn't Lurn me on at all. But what really
makes me buzz is knowing Lhat 1 have Lhe
ability Lo cantrol my fear! It's also a great
way of stating your existance if' you like.
To go Lhrough the Tear barrier is like
shnul‘.inq "I fim". It's what has alsa been
termed 'Lhe moment ',

Wuite simply IL's spiriLual evoiutian,
Some say FASE jumpers have 8 death wish
bul. we knoui iC's Lie opposite - iL's &
passion Lo live. e become more haoguse af
it., Sametimes someone has 20 accident and
Chey sLog jumping. fiow Lo me Lnat s
sLrange. 1t's like you knnw Che risk hul, vid
yoursell that it won't happen Lo you.
Ihat's a new and far more real chstacle
Lhan just. fear alane, that's the truth
parrier.

Ue are all fallible and sometime we will all
die. That is not up Lo us, it's the manner
inf life which is our choice. When | was
bouncing down the side of the Barbican I
remember saying over and over, “..Lhat's
it, I'm going in”, But I didn't so a few days
later I made another BASE dive, Like I said
iL's a statement of your existence, you
know like “I'm still here!”,

During 1987 Lhere were a few fatalities
in regular skydiving in Britain and ane in
BASE. Uhilst on one hand defending itself
to the media Che BPA has reinstated its life
ban on proven BASEr's. s we all know Lhis
is a desperaLly counter-productive move
directly attributable Lo ignorance.

| went there on a tube train.

landed. then watked off to a bar with
with a kit bag full of unpacked Fury and
and a chest full of pounding adrenalin

A skydiver might. say Lo a climber “Wouw! 1
could never da Lhat, what if you fall?”. So

'Lhe climber replies Lhat he's Lied of f Lo a

befay point below and he puts them every
six feel, But man, he would never want Lo
Jump 18,888’ from an aeroplane. Ofcourse

‘toa jumper that doesn't compute, he's goL

a parachute. It 's like, what if the climbers
belay point works loose and falls oub? Or
what if the jumpers ‘chute doesn't open?
Uell, they each know that's not going Lo
happen and even if it does then Chey each

_have another don't they? But now and .
"Lhen a climber falls and dies and someLimes
'it's a parachutist. IL's a fact Lhat in

adventure spart it's aluays everyane else

‘wha is crazy.

Ue all know Lhe fear barrier bul
hopefully as long as Lhe word is spread,

‘those who face Lhe Lruth barrier and
survive (or otherwise) will be Lhe minority,

To all you would be BASErs out there,
don't let stances like Lhat of Lhe BFA be

.the death of you! Look before you leap.

Seek out. answers, be ready Lo iearn and
you will find someone to Leach you. Know
fear, know pain - no fear, no pain. BRASE

v BIELD

i c
An unidenlified person makes Lhe first
Jump from Lhe 516' Blackpanl Tower.
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Take i from me you don't want Lo have
a cliff strike. Before my 'education’ I'd
wondered why earlier victims hadn't. been
able Lo either pack beLler, or Lurn Lhe
canapy away before impact. Now I have
some hard earned answers. It's disturbing
La note Chat cliff strike injuries and
-fatalities have claimed jumpers of ‘ali
experience levels, Having survived a chiff

strike [ can understand why. Off-heading .

openings, especially Lhe really nasty ones,

happen when you least expest. it or need it -

Jumping slider down you'll be opening close
Lo Lhe wall with potential impact. only a
couple of seconds away,

The comman factor of alt cliff strikes is
an of ' ~heading opening. Off-heading
openings accur for a variety of reasons
but they can generally be divided inLa Lwg
Lypes:

1> canopy opens facing of f-heading
2 canopy Lurns quickly of T-heading

The first is often a sign of Che oanopy
wad Lurning on deployment, Lhe other could
te any number of Chings: slack packing,
body position - dipped shoulder > head down
> unsCatle, and uneven canopy inflation. 1t
‘might. just be the symptom of anoCher
Eruhlem - a snapped brake fine ar saft

aggle that's come free,

Line-gvers - Lhe unseen culprit.?
T now Lhink thak ine-overs might. also
be Lne cause of some unexplained

Tr-headi ings. Last L Brid
O o SR oy T O

of f-heading because of a brake line over
the back corner which cleared by Che Lime
Lhe canopy had Lurned a sharp SH.
Speaking later Lo Lhe 258+ jump BASEr, he
knew his canopy had Lurned of { but from
below he hadn't seen Lhe brake fine. Food
Tor Lhought.

lne/riser twists

Finother cause is Lhe unstable opening
i, radically head down (firsC-Limer?) or
maybe even inverLed (slipping on Che
edge?). In Lhese siLuaLions Chere may be
line ar riser Lwists. If you're lucky your
canopy may be facing forwards. 1 once had
riser Lwists afLer going radically head
dowun an a shork delay camera jump and
found I could correct Lhe canopy heading
by reaching above Lhe LuisL and grabbing a
rear line group, untwisting (easy with riser
LuwisL? once lyin away on heating. Uith
line Lwists (uggh!? you'll have Lo do Lhe
test. you can. IL's @ grey area. Discuss it
with your friends.

d jump page 12
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How to avoid having one ~ and a few things to try if all else fails

Uhatever Lhe reasan Mor yaur
aff-heading apening you've got La learn
accept Lwg Lhings:

% Noone is immune from an of f-heading

opening - soaner or fater,

% {ff-heading openings aren't
someLhing

Lo be frightened of.

If quu'r'e a careful packer you probably
haven't had one for a while, You might have
already been lulled int.o Lhe false sense af
'securily of a good pack job and fong run of
on-heading openings. If you haven'C made

‘many BASE jumps your fear factor and
conscientious packing should keep you
opening on-heading, for a while.
taking evasive action with
rear nsers

How can you save your self? Firstly,
let.'s hope you've already put some distance
hetween your self and Lhe eliff with a good
launch. Secandly, you need well drilled
reflexes. You've got Lo be able Lo act
without. thinking! And your FIRST reaction
must be Lhe RIGHT reaction if you're Lo
save Yourseif. Going straight. for rear
risers should be your automatic reaction
for any of T-heading opening for Lwa main
reasons: iL's Taster and more reliable than

grabhing for Loggles, and rear riser Lurns
rack the canopy back away from the
ohyect. Uhy not Loggles? You will be

. wasting valuable time and Lhere's a greater
- margin for error i.e. fumbling, missing one

when faced with rock rush (yeah, just like

:ground rush). Plus, faced with a fast

2pprosching rock wall you may only go for

.one brake leaving Lhe other stowed, uh uh,
;prepare Tor impécl <Lhal's ane of Lhe

misLakes I made). Uith rear risers you
have Lhree gptions. You can HAUL Che
canopy back onto heading with one riser,
Scomplete the turn if Lhe canopy already
‘has momentum?), or, if heading directly
towards the wall you can BURY both risers
Lo sLall back away before [etling go of one
riser Lo Lurn back onbo heading. Ge
physical. Be flexible. Be confident. O, now
Lhe bad news, you might. still hit Lhe ciif T,
perhaps as you swing forward as Lhe
canopy drops back bul at least Lhis impact
should be less viplent Ehan full surge.

The “what next’ atlitude

In some situations you might find Lhat
:Lhe rear riser can't solve Lhe problem.
Finding your canopy in a Lurn an opening
may be a just Lhe symptom of anoLher
problem i.e. line~over, broken brake line,
brake fine/sLabiliser enLanglement for
examgle. Time Lo starL Lhinking, “This
isn't warking, what do I do next?”  Now,
iyou might. need La fire ane or both brakes
Lo get back some directional contral, Your
action chviously depends an Lhe situation.
Think your opLions Chrough befare you
make your next jump. Develop a ‘what
next’ attitude, not just for cfiff strikes
but for all aspects of a BAIE jump:
piot-chute hesitation, slider snivel, Catal
malfunclion etc..

The anly sure way ta learn how Lo use
fear risers is La start daing it. - leave
Chose Loggles alone, On your next few
skydives Lry leaving Lhe brakes on far a
(iLtle while after opening and see how your
canopy reacts Lo rear riser Lurns. The
best practise is actually daing it for real,

| Yes, correcting of f-heading openings.

Count. yourself lucky if you suffer Lhe
occasional S8 of f-heading opening ~ it's a
chance Lo stay sharp. Like any mal, you
don't know how you going Lo handle it untit
it happens. After & few times haufing down

' Lhe oppasite riser you'll have it down pat

and Lhe Chought of an of f~heading opening
hecomes less scary - iL's samething you
know you can deal with,

Tunne! vision & brain lock

Uhen you find your self swinging
forwards under a surging canopy Lowards @
solid wall you'll know Just what it feels like
Lo be Chat rabbit caught in your car
headlights. ‘Sensory over foad to the max’
as our American friends might. say. The
poor old brain (your Lhought. processing
area) just jams up. And it happens so

ast. One second you'‘re having a hoot in
Treefall, Lhe next uou're faced with a fast,
approaching rock wall. IL's a Feeling teyond
fear, just an awful feeling of inevitakility.




"“This is it, I'm going in...”. Ofcourse if
you've already havied down a rear riser
you've done Euerﬂl'.hing you can, and if
you've got enough room you should find
your self’ rocking back away bef'ore impact.
. Dfcourse you might not have enaugh
Lime/distance Lo prevent Lhe strike but
we'll discuss Chat a bit further on. Start
practising those riser Lurns with brakes an
after a skydive. Get Lo know how your
tanopy reacts with Lhe brakes sLilt set.

Reducing canogry surge .
with deeper brake setlings
YeL another smart idea from California
thal's now been adopted by most seasoned
BASErs. By setling your brakes closer Lo
Lhe stall point can reduce the opening
surge. This will give you more Lime Lo react.
and slower forward speed should you hit.
Go Lao deep and you'll find yourself stalling
backwards Lowards Lhe object. Yes, it's
been dore. One poor bloke bounced down a
cliff under a stalled heavy Strata Cloud
until he got. Che brakes off. How mush
deeper you go depends on several factors:
your existing brake selling, how your
canopy reacts in deep brakes, your weight
and so on. You might need anything from 3"
~ 6", Once you've found your mark get. an
extra finger strap setling put on Che -
brake fine. Make a skydive and see where
your fingertrap points are in relation Lo
Lhe sLall point. . Then back of f a few
inches. If you can daisy chain your brake
lines experiment. with a few setlings,
Be cauLious about Lrying deep setlings for
static-fine jumps and be wary with
unfamilar gear and someane elses deep
seLLings...
Aisu, if You go deeper be aware Lhal. riser
_turns wan't pull you back if a brake line

the canopy.
Pregaring for the worst,

K, here's the senario: you haven't.

'8 while, you were up all last. night,, you've
Just hasitily packed for your Lhird jump of
the day, your canopy is stifl set an factaory
mega surge and in your meliow mood you
'just rolied of f the cfiff with minimal Chrow
forward and...'Uhaceeok!' Your canopy's
‘opened 128 of f and you're Lwo seconds
{from being knocked senseless on @ rack
wall. Uell, let me speak f'rom experience,
lhere's what. not Lo do.

Don't try Lo fend yourself of f with an
‘mut.stretohed leg or arm - you'll find it's an
instincLive survival instinct € just, bke
those first jump students). It's a sure

knees Logether, head Lucked dawn and

head.

*irisers and Chinking “T mustn't stick
jout.” only Lo find his feel swinging up Lo

. tof mare body damage.

- {protecting his head and keeping consciaus,

snaps or fires on opening, You'll simply stall”

practised your emergency riser Lurns for

" Black and white slo-ma Lime, my hat

~ snags up, deftates and Lhen Lears free
receipe for broken bones. Remember your

first parachute course and the magic PLF
(parachute landing fall) position, feel and

protected by your arms, ralling with Lhe
fall. Uell, as you're impacting horizantafly
you can't do a roil but. you can Cwist Lo one
side Lo Lake Lhe impact sideways on rather
Lhan head on and Lhe other sLuff should
help Loo. SmitLy, a survivor of both
square and round canopy cliff strikes
recommends Lucking up inta a ball, Get Lhe
idea? I Lwisted sideways but stuck out a
leg at Lhe jast moment ~ il was an
invaluntary action, a spark lept across
(some points somewhere in Lhe circuits of
ILhe brain, ForeLunately I managed Lo
iproLect my head with my arms - in first
g;:mp student fashion. Later ! appreciated
e damage Lo my sore etbow wasn't on my

Ofcourse you might. be unlucky and Lake the
right. action and sLill hit. - as Dead Steve
irecently discovered. You might just not
thave the Lime/space La Lurn/fly
ihackwards. Steve reports burying buu; :
eel

rike Lhe oliff as his started tn
dr? back. He broke bones but he managed
u fly away Prom Che wall, saving Che risk

Some people have gol sway with putting
legs out. in PLF ion (feet and knees
together), Randy Harrison Lells of dning
Just Lhat. on an 1888 foot clif f when he
opened close Lo Che clif'f with a spinning
canopy. Knowing his anly chance of making
a survivable landing below was by

he put his feel and knees Logether lifLing
Lhem up as high as he could Lo Lakethe
impact. feet first. That worked for him,
the didn't. actually break anything and he
managed Lo Lurn his canopy away f'rom Che
cliff. Then again six or seven oCher clif'f
didn € survive and several of them .
may have Lried someLhing similar,
revention is your best opLion.

* across Che nose where it's been nibbling

" invaluable here (Six long blasts is widel
- you're waiting you should keep

_‘you'll need ta get. it splinted. Improvise, -

_ *lm, suiL's a Grim sutiject., buk. it you'ré

Che cliff). Had the cliff in question been
1,808 feet, or 2,008 feet. and not 308° |
wouldn't have fancied Lhe odds for my
survival,

Seif Help .

fi final point. Lo consider is what happens
afLer your landing (that is if you don't end
up hung up on the wall). Your problems
(might. just be starting, especially il you're
in a remote area. You might need La alert,
your ground crew or Tellow jumpers Lo fet
{Ehem know you need help - if you're a self
.supported ioad your friends might nok be
:able Lo see you, A small plastic hikers ,
,mhist.lz attatched Lo your harness could be |

recognised as an emergency call). Uhile
yourself
iuarm - use your canopy, Lhak will help delay
ionset of shook. If you've bust someChing

‘managed Lo use a piece of drift wood fixed
iniLh 8 camera beiL. 1f something bleeds Lry
Lo keep it slevaled. Try Lo keep positive,
it il help your friends wha've gof. ba work
jout @ way Lo gel. you oul of Lhe ares. -

going oliff jumping you've got. Lo face up to
,Lhe risk. Get serious sbout. it, check oul -
your brake setlings and practise your
riser Lurns, because Lake & from Lhose of
us wha‘ve been Lhere - hitting a rock wall
is even worse Lhan you could sver imagine,

That first IMMPACT

i . :
Uhal an impacl, a sickening body blow that -
lefL me hanging senseless in Lhe harness.

spinning slowly above me as my canopy, now
on suto-pilot, dropped back of f Lhe wall

{now with line Luists) Lo take another run PN X

sl Lhe chff. Luckily for me [ was now less
tivan 158 feet of f Lhe ground and only
struck Luo more glancing blows before
“tanding' - ugghh. The canopy, luckily didn'C
hang up on the wall and stayed inflaLed.
‘fou might nat be so lucky if your canopy

{common canopy damage is tots of small rips -




BASE
Belgique

Having intended Lo hitch across Eurape Lo
Stuttgart for some bridge jumping. we
found Lhat Lwa aof us hit.ching, wiLh packs
was not only impractical, but bloody
impossible. Finally, my cousin and goad
friend Faul setbled for Erain-ing iL, Laking
in a little of Belgium, France and Bermany.
With the exception of a few interesbing
buildings in Brussels Lhak even Lhe intrepid
@@7 couldn't penetrate, we ound nathing
suil.able.

Five days of Lravelling and a couple of
beers sau the money running low, 50 we
decided Lo head back ta Belgiums best.
known port. Checking inko Lhe Youth
(being the operative word in my case)
HosLel, we showered and decided bo Find
something Lo eal. Uatking inta Lhe stark
sunlight. we casually surveyed Lhe
prospective cafe's. IL was Lhen my Jaw
‘dropped atleast 25,080 feet. Tomy
right. was 3 Lowering black just 488yds
away. Ve made our way Lo Lhe hase Lo
read the advertisement on Lhe ent.rance
doars:

‘RODFTOP RESTRURANT

Jlaam HIGH

:ADMISSION 386F

«(not. a had price by Clifton Tol
§5Landard5!§. The only Lhing lacking seemed
Lo be ‘BASE Jumpers weicome’.

The recce proved Lo be unbelievable, a
ift to Che Cop Moor afiowed access
Lthrough the restaurant Lo the roof. The
BASErs dream, a 2'6" wall surmonted by a
' grab rail. Part of Lhe roof had another
level accessable via a ' steel ladder, This
higher levet aliowed unviewed exits from
the North and Uest facing walls. A
Vitchen window overlooked part of Lhe
steel ladder. Uith a fittle care Chis would
nat be a problem. Opening hours were
bebween 11:B8 and 19:80. This presenled
Lwn choices, either Lo risk tieing discoverd
upon a pre-closure security checl: or
;Jump during opening hours. The latber
seemed Lhe anly option. Having briefed
Paul on Che procedure Tor Che 0Z 1
decided Lhak asking him La take picLures
‘would nal anly psyc him out but probably
1reduce his pwn buzz,

I.Je rreLuried Lo Lhe building at 17:38, Lhis .

I wes felt sure was perfect. From past
Juimps | ke Lhak Lhere is sometimes a
nagging doukt, “Go or No Go", | once

came down from a building in Berlin because,

it. dign'l. feel right.. /1 digress>. The

recepLion presented us with a potentially
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disasterous probiem. Fack an back 1
walked Morwards Lo pay our GABF, 1
raLher charming specimen of the Belgian
.Temale fraterniby conlronCed vy
mgquisitively, “Iere you nat up earlier
'she asked,
“Er, yes” I replied, avaiding Lhe obvious
" doutle enLendre,
"Then you do not have Lo pay again’.
"On! Cheers...” “PHEUL
{Int.o Lhe roal’ and only 8 vouple of men Lo
be seen, Lhey soon departed - hand in
hand | might. add' 1 climbed Che ladder
,undel.ected, Paul passed Lhe pack and 1
empLied Lhe contenbs. Throwing the
empLy pack Lo Paul | realised Lhat Lhere
was now o going back.
Paul made his way down the stairs while |
wade my Tinal preparaLions and gear
checks, lhen he was down an Che 0Z and
signalling that. alt was clear I Lied Lhe 12'
static line Lo a strong point, checked it
and stepped aver Lhe wall anto Lhe
parapet. IL was ak Chis stage I lelt Che
gut fear reach its crescendo, Two deep
hreaths and everyChing was cool. A few

more and all fear seeped out leaving only a -

warm anticipalory glaw, 1L saunds carney
bt T guess that was ‘Lhe moment.'.
'R good faunch and refaved position aliowed

" lexcellent. vibes as my peripheral vision

seemd Lo expand Lo hast Lhe panarama.
Fuildings, hearh, sea and Lhe facade of

. «Lhe northern wall streaking by. FAnoCher

baig an heading opening fram my ald
Cruise-air, back riser ontn Lhe fine of Che
2, 1Jith plenty of Lime, brakes of f and
promenade ahead, Che vibes were fantasic
as [ set up for landing on Lhe small road
{Vlaanderen Straat?. A great landing -
passing pedisLrians agape as Paul and |
simply stashed my canopy into Lhe bag and
stirolled away From Lhe scene. The owner
of a nearby caf'e ran into Lhe street and
shouted enChusiastically in Flemish, he

" appeared Lo have enjoyed Lhe show! A

wave goodbye and we were of f ~ whal. a
buzz! ,
| The next morning we headed for Dover on
iLhe Jetfail. Surveying the port from the
lsea offered a pleasant surprise. A full
frontal uf the 34 starey building heralded
‘farewell, ‘Tis only ‘Au revoir - cheers

‘Belgium', BAve /17

After years of doing it in places nobody
wanted him to, including the police, Nick
Feteris has gone legit.

That’s right, the lad internationally
known for performing his favourite pastime
in public places illegally, dumped his bad
boy image over the weekend and hurled
himself from a 90-metre crane with bless-
ings from the boys in blue.

Feteris is one of those slightly mad in-
dividuals who enjoy what’s known as base

heights.

His list of achievements include tossing
himself from the Statue of Liberty and World
. Trade Centre in New York, Wells Fargo
© Bank building in Los Angeles and into
Melbourne’s Yarra from a 80-metre cranc.

Feteris in full flight: Finally on side with-the boys in blue

Nick loves a jump

' 90-metre plummet at the weekend was the

jumping or parachuting from very low.

On most occasions Feteris ended up
being a touch less adventurous in a police
cell.

Why? Well. as he tells it “for the com-
pelling sense of adventure™,

His and fellow daredevil Theo Thomas’s

first legally sanctioned base jump in
Australia which Feteris did to help his
friends at printer/distributor Star Micronics
open their new Sydney headquarters.

Being an advertising manager for a rival
computer newspaper, we sincerely hope
iStar booked an ad through Feteris for his ~
troubles.

By the way. to confirm the boy is a few
chocotates short of a box he notonly jumped
once but four times.
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Ve learnt

Dne Tine Sunday aflernoon five ul’ us sel
nut For a nearhy 158" hridge where Lwn af
our party planned Lo make 3 water jump.
[ne was La Lesk jump 8 small experiment.al
single surface canopy, Lhe oLher Lo make a
Direct Bag <DB). For a Tairly impromLy Ipad
organised Lhak morning we felt we were
adequately prepared. Belore Lhe day was
Lhrough one of aur parly nearly drowned.
This is aur sLory.

Ue didn'L have a boat. so Lhe jumpers were
Lo wear a life jacket. Ue'd also have a
shore civew 1eady with a life jackel who
could swim ouk Lo help incase of any
problems, Because we only had Lwo life
fackets we decided Lhat Lhe second jumper
would wait Tor Lhe Tirst Lo return Co Lhe
Lop Lo hand nuer Lhe life jacket. Both
Jumpers dir dived inflaLing Lhe life jacket
which had an air Lube and cn2 sarkridge
release.

The firsL Jumger LesL- jumping Lhe
static-lined I’ = I' experimental canopy had
a snivel and line Cwists that made the
canopy even smaller! He was sore for bhe
rest nf Lhe day from Lhe landing - big
isplash! He slowly swam Lo shore without
needing Lhe help of our ground crew. Lhile
‘e dried of I and changed our Lap crew. now
of f Lhe bridge, reporLed g visit From Lhe
police - 8 passing mokurist had reported
seeing @ jumper. The police 1efC buk we
felt it wise Lo Forget Lhe other bridge
Jump.

Directiy under Lhe bridge was a sheer cliff
wall mayhe BB, 90 Teet high. 1L lonted
Jumpable and Lhe other jumper who only
needed an ‘E' For BASE decided Lo OB of f
it By now we had met Lwo more jumpers
who had also arrived Lo look at Che bridge.
The new exik. point was a I5A" swim away
from the nearest, shore and our ground
crew. The jump went welf buk Lhe jumper
needed help from the shore crew Lo swim
Lhe last 75,

On reaching Lhe shore some of Lhe canopy
lines caught on the branches and rooCs of &
submerged Lree trunk. 1L Lok anoCher 15
minuCes in the cold water Co free all Che
fines - if Lhey hadn't. heen at. Lhe shore
Chis could have meant serious problems.
‘The ground crew Lakes up Lhe sLary: Le
were grying of T, congraLulating ourselves
atinul Che success ol our jumps when a call
came down bo say Lhat anather of aur
‘friends was now packing to male Lhe jump”,
‘He hadn'L planned Lo jump but was
impressed by the DE and also needing an ‘E'
Tor BASE it was an inm'l‘.uuity he didn't,
‘want ta miss. He didn't have his rig so

tiorrowed an unpacked cangpy and DB from
une uf Lhe abher visiLing jumpers. Not
being familier with the Lechnique or Lhe
size and characterisLics nf Lhe borrowed
canopy he set Lhe brakes on Lhe deeper
anti-surge setting Lhinking Lhis would give
a MasLer opening,

Incidents are usually a combination of
several minor mistalkes. The next mistake
was Lo nearly Lip Che balance from incident
Ln fakaliCy., Our friend wanled Lo use his
.ouwn life jacket - a fnam cell bouyancy fife
 jackeL, which Lhe ground crew had been
nsing. Unlite Lhe nod Jackek Lhe wearer
has bouyancy Lhe moment he puts it one.
Our other Lwo jumpers chose Che cod
_jackel due Lo ib's minimal butk, A radio cal
came down four Che Toam cell jacket but
Lhere was 3 mix up gver calaurs <red o
nrange’ and up went. Lhe wrong one.

IL was nearly dark and getLing cold. From
Lhe hobtom bhe preparalions an Lop
seemed La be Laking ages. Tue shore
swimmer was refuctant. Lo gel back inCo Lhe

1 .water until he was needed. Exit: the

; jumper {ell past. the wall pulling out Che
large canopy which opened and sLalled back
‘.owards the cliff. The canopy finally hit

| just before dropping Lhe jumper an arms
llength From Lhe wall.

from this

Uhat we didn't. realise I'vom below was Lhat
Lhe sinking canopy lines had Langled and
Lied up bis legs and Lo a lesser exLent his

©.@rms preventing him raom L‘.r'eading water.

iIn Lhis situation he couldn't inflakte the
unfamilier tife jackel and he started Lo
flaunder.

Eighty feel ahoue, Lhe radio man reslised
what was happening and called down Lo Lhe
shore crew Lo geb in Lhe water Lo help, As
Lhe shore swimmer pulled of f his shoes and
prepared Lo dive back into Che water a
spur't. fishing boal was approaching and The |

-| ground crew called for help.

Ihe Lo fishermen were confused by Lhe
shouts from Lhe ground crew For help buk,
followed Lhe swimmer starting Lhe {S8°
swin ouC Lo Che jumper. The suimmer Copk
a while Lo cover Ehe diskance Lo Lhe
floaLing canopy. “30 feet auiay and I was
exhausted, [looked and couldn't see our
friend or any mavement, 1L was a grim
moment, I Chought he'd already drowned.”
Luckily he hadn't, he was just managing Lo
keep his up Lurned face bobhing an Che
surface, The swimmer blew a couple of
lungfuls of air infa Lhe jumpers life jacket
3ir Lube and then found and fired Lhe CO2
release cord. Our friend was safe and with
Lhe aid of Ehe fishing boal we Lowed him

' back Lo Lhe shore - sLill Langled with Lhe

lines. Buk Lhere was sLili one mare obstacle
- Lhe submerged Lree stumps, ForCunabely
Lhe jumper made it Lo Ehe muddy share line
Just hefore Lhe canopy snagged.

e were lucky, our friend could have so
easily drowned if he hadn't had the
fnresight not Lo struggle with Lhe fines and
Lie himse!f up even more. Talking JaLer
Chat evening about how, what and why

- Lhings had gone wrong we came up with Che

lollowing points. e all thought putLing Lhe
episnde an paper might. help nbhers from
repeating our misLakes.

4 Mot sLicking Lo our prepared plan,

2 Being unfamilier with DB packing, the

barrowed canopy. and setling Loo much
brake.

3 Using an unfamiliar fife |ackeLl.

4 No waiting waLer rescue. Dur griginal
rescue plans were far the bridge exiL, not
for Che cliff'. Lie should have thought
"What if he hiLs the ciff and he gets
knocked out ®" Uell we alf now knew the
answer Lo Lhat - our friend would have
drowned.

5 The rescue swimmer could have carried a
hnok knife Lo free any caught, lines - if' Lhe
[umper was aL risk,
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Bridge Day is Che ulimaLe BASE toogie - if

only 8 weekend. The aLLracLion? Six hours

of day fight jumping of ' Lhe best. bridge in

* Lhe world ¢B7E" high) plus a chance Lo meet.
-and supp stories with 358 like-minded sauls.
It's a friendly atmosphere among both
Jumpers and local people, with suprisingly
{ittie ‘Sky God' elitism, and Lhe experience of
+walking out across Lhe bridge geared up past.
iLhe 1,888's of curinus specatars is

-:something etse alLogether. Roughly SBX af
‘Lhe jumpers are making Lheir firsC BASE
Jump. At Ehe other end of Lhe spectrum
#jou Il meet a few jumpers dashing past

~ |Lrying Lo make as many jumps as Lhey can,

"ieight. seems Lo be Lhe current. recard. find
iLhen there are Lhe numerous novelty jumps
‘wiLh jumpers wearing fancy dress, doing
:gymnastics - gainers, front loops,
ihackwards and group exits - {nat all on Lhe
:same jump...). Largest successful linked

Haunch was five-way exil. a few years back,

2|
Octaober # is Lhe date of Lhis years Bridge
Day. Contact organiser Jean Boenish and
she'll e able Lo give you comprehensive
information on everything you'il need Lo
know: Lravel, accomadation - including
staying free wiLh local peaple, BRSE
equipmenC suppliers, whiCe waler rafCing
Lrips <on the Sunday) and Lhe requirement.s
.of Lhe site. Jean, who has been involved
wiLh Lhe event. since 1988, coordinales Lhe
Jumping acLivites and produces practical
. Jumper guides covering all aspects of the
:gvent. Every jumper is asked Lo make a $15
'~ $20 donation Lo cover Che organisational

R DT TR T RT
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expenses. You'll be refieved Lo tiscaver

Lhese include hiring the powerful white uater "
“New River bridge is one of Che easiesC BRSE

raft rescue hoats and a shuttle service hack
Lo the Lop.

GetLing here
Nearest entry point is Uashingtan D.C. ¢6-8
hour drive? or New York {12 hour drive).
Another option is Lo Cag (L onto a Florida
‘trip and Lravel from/to there. If you're
JusL going Tor Lhe weekend flying an Lhe
Thursday Lo arrive at Lhe bridge park Friday
morning works well, Friday, Che seminar day,
is a chance to meel people, check out the
A{anding area, get help with your gear and
;Pankin!;‘] {plus a rig check >, in contrast Lo Che
_chaos’ of Saturday morning when most of
:the US jumpers appear. Hiring a car can be
uite expensive on your own but becomes
guite reasonatile spiit, beLueen a few friends.-
This can he arranged at Lhe airport. 17
you're an your own it might. be worth
‘considering Laking a Bus {18 - 12 hours $75
‘approx each way) Lo the nearest large Lown,
Beckly. 1 did ChaL tast year and had no
probiems hitching the last. 15 miles, or far
about Lhe same price you can Lake a Lrain
which shouh! uf fer spectacufar views of Lhe
gorge.

fcgomadation
Aithough this part of Uest Virgina is quite

‘sparcely populaled Lhere are a numerous of
'motels and hotels in a 2@ mile radivs of Che
‘bridge. There are also several camp sites

\'close Lo the bridge which are popular with

‘many of the US Jumpers.

[Gear

You will be able Lo use your skydiving rig with

| a few modifications such a5 a larger BASE

pilot-chute and an 8'+ bridle. Ynu can arder
a BASE pilot~chuLe from several of the BASE
‘rigyers and arrange La collect, it Chere. R
long bridie is essential, especially if you can't
get a farge piloL-chute. If you have a Light
container you will need Lo make a longer
closing loop Lo reduce pin FricCion. Jome
sorL of floatation gear is aiso a good idea -
especially if you're a weak swimmer, but nok
compulsory.

Fankms

If you're unsure how Lo pack and need some
help you'll be able Lo get the help and advice
from one of the yellow shirt staff Ceasy Lo
spak) on Lhe Friday. To avoid line-over

{ malfunctinns first Limers are advised Lo

a ge le!'

|- pack slider-up and mesh sliders are becoming

insreasingly popular - & must, it your canopy
snivels aL slow air speeds.

JiLe Reguirements

sites in the world. It's the ideal place Lo
make your first BASE jump. Being a bridge
af f-heading openings aren'L a serious
prablem, you're opening in clean air. By our
standards iL's high - 8 seconds high infact.
On Lthe bridge there is a cordoned of f exit
area - Lo keep back the 1,88A's of whuffos
pressing for a slose Inok, with Cwo exit
puints with easy to climb wooden steps. AL
each exit. point are Lwo jumpmasters, one
duing gear checks and Lhe other Lo help you
exit - there's no hassle, you leave when
you're ready. fi fifth jumpmaster has a
radio fink Lo Lhe landing area controller and

:co-ordinates the flow from Che Cwo exiC
’;pnints to avoid canopy uungestiun (average

.af one jump every 35 seconds for six

shours). the main landing area is @ sof L pit

‘size sand bar at Lhe edge af Che river,

+ Unless there's a strong headwind it's usually

na problem Lo reach after a good slider down

‘delay. Secondary landing siLes are alongside

Lhe river wiCh uargin? degrees of y-ockiness
backed up by Lrees. If your accuracy isn'L
Loo hot. you can always land &L Lhe edge of

. Lhe river or make an intentional water jump,

‘yahoo! See you Lhere!

Contact address for informatian:

U.5. BASE AssociaLion
12619 Sa. Manar Orive.
Hawtharne, Ca 98258 USA
719 1 213 678-B163




